ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, March 18, 2013 
1. Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2. Schedule B appointments – Holly Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.

We continue to make progress moving all  full-time employees from Schedule B to Title 38.  Once that happens we can begin to use Schedule B again to hire new part-time staff with specialized scientific or technical expertise  who are working on research.  All full-time researchers should be on Title 38 MSA.  

3. Research and Contracting – Marisue Cody, Ph.D.
Update points about the Research Contracting group at SAO East:

· The threshold for contracts is now $50,000 in total value. You are not required to use the research contracting group at SAO East if you have a local office you prefer working with.   

· Contracts funded with VA operations or administrative funds are not eligible

· Additionally, contracts for conferences, interagency agreements, and IT purchases are not eligible

· We have set up a SharePoint site that includes guidance, templates, and frequently asked questions: https://vaww.ord.portal.va.gov/sites/omr/contracts/default.aspx 

· Any questions about the research contracting group can be sent to Rebecca Mimnall at Rebecca.Mimnall@va.gov
4. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
FaceBook Sites

All l FB sites that will represent VA/VHA must go through the VA/VHA approval process.  Personal FB pages; however, should not represent or even APPEAR to represent a VA or VHA entity in any way. 
Pages that are associated with academic affiliates may discuss VA research participation.  The Human Engineering Research Laboratories – http://www.facebook.com/herlpitt - is a good example in that it is affiliated with the university (not VHA) and “links” to the University of Pittsburgh site. 

The R&D national FB (www.facebook.com/varesearch) is a great venue for almost any type of VA Research posting. 

Detailed instructions and an online R&D social media submission form is available at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/ORDSocialmedia/index.cfm .

Any questions or comments regarding VA/VHA FaceBook policies can be addresses to John Borlik, Communications Spec., Web Communications Manager, Office of Research and Development, Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 410-962-1800 extension 238.  

Media Inquiry

ORD Communication is currently developing a formal policy for media request coordination.  Until the policy is finalized please provide us with the following information when a request is forwarded to us or the local PAO:

REQUEST DATE:  Date request received 

SUBJECT: Interview with whom and about what
OUTLET:  News outlet – Associated Press, NBC, ABC, etc…

REPORTER: Reporters name
OPIA Staffer: Leave blank
REPORTER’S PHONE: Reporter’s phone number 

EMAIL: Reporter’s email
INTERVIEWEE NAME & TITLE:

INTERVIEWEE’S PHONE: Phone number of person to be interviewed

INTERVIEWEE’S EMAIL:  Email of person to be interviewed

LOCAL PAO NAME:

LOCAL PAO PHONE: Local VAMC or VISN PAO phone number         

LOCAL PAO EMAIL:  Local VAMC or VISN PAO email

DEADLINE: Last day and time the interview can be conducted
PROJECTED PUBLICATION DATE: When will story be broadcasted or printed
REQUEST:  Any specific request and/or specific questions  

TONE: Positive, negative or neutral 

RESPONSE: Leave blank

5.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Patricia Dorn, Ph.D.
Cynthia J. Brown, MD, MSPH receives geriatric scientific achievement award 
Cynthia J. Brown, M.D., MSPH, GRECC Mobility Director at the Birmingham VAMC is the 2013 recipient of the American Geriatrics Society (AGS) Outstanding Scientific Achievement for Clinical Investigation Award. The award recognizes outstanding achievement in clinical research addressing health-care problems of older adults by an investigator who is actively involved in direct patient care. “The Society recognizes Brown’s dedication to improving hospital care for older adults with low mobility, her work to integrate geriatrics in medical school curriculum and to strengthen physician training in geriatrics, and her dedication to improving the health and wellbeing of all older people,” said Cathy Alessi, M.D., AGS president-elect. Dr. Brown’s research focuses on mobility-related issues, particularly low mobility and falls in hospitalized older patients.

Dr. Brown is also Associate Professor of the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Division of Gerontology, Geriatrics and Palliative Care. She earned her medical degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She completed an internship and residency, including a year as chief resident, in the Primary Care Internal Medicine Program at Yale University School of Medicine in New Haven, Conn. She also completed a fellowship in geriatrics and clinical epidemiology at Yale. She obtained a Master of Science in Public Health from UAB. Dr. Brown has been a VA RR&D Career Development Awardee and now serves as  Co-chair of the RR&D Career Development Scientific Review Panel.Dr. Brown is a diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine with a certification in Geriatrics. The award will be presented during the 2013 AGS Annual Meeting in May 2013.

Mark G. Bowden, PhD wins APTA's Eugene Michels New Investigator Award

Mark Bowden, PhD, has won the 2013 American Physical Therapy Association's Eugene Michels New Investigator Award (http://www.apta.org/HonorsAwards/Awards/NewInvestigator/ . The award is given annually to a rising star in Physical Therapy related research and recognizes independent thematic research “that will have a present or future impact upon the profession”. Dr Bowden’s research focuses on therapeutic applications to improve walking function after neurological injury combined with the study of the mechanisms of how to improve walking, including motor learning specific to locomotion.  

Dr. Bowden is a Research Health Scientists at the Charleston, SC VAMC and is also an Assistant Professor at the Medical University of S. Carolina in the department of Health Sciences and Research. Dr Bowden obtained a BS in Psychology and an  MS in Physical Therapy from Duke University and  a PhD from the University of Florida in Rehabilitation Science. Dr. Bowden has also been a VA RR&D Career Development Awardee.

RR&D Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development (JRRD) Celebrating 50-year Anniversary: Then and Now Commentaries 

A lot can happen in any field or industry over 50 years. In Rehabilitation Research, 50 years can be transformational and life changing. As the JRRD celebrates 50 years of publication, we recognize this celebratory time and look back at the remarkable achievements in rehabilitation research in a special Then & Now section. These reflective commentaries will look at how the achievements of the past have allowed us to reach where we are today.
Thanks to the contributions of some present-day researchers, from within the VA and from other esteemed rehabilitation research institutions, each volume 50 issue will include a reflective commentary that relates to an article from the 1964 volume of JRRD (then called the Bulletin of Prosthetics Research). The first issue, 50-1, features a commentary on 65 years of progress at the VA Prosthetics and Sensory Aids Service by Dr. Lucille Beck, Chief Consultant, Office of Rehabilitation Services, Office of Patient Care Services, Veterans Health Administration.

Job Posting for Scientific Program Manager in RR&D

Below are the links for the announcements (Merit Promotion and DEU) for the Research Health Science Specialist (GS-14) position in the Rehabilitation Research and Development (RR&D) Service, Office of Research and Development, VA Central Office, Washington, DC.  

This is an exceptional opportunity for an individual to provide leadership and guidance for the RR&D Prosthetics/Orthotics/Rehabilitation Engineering portfolio.

Examples of typical research areas of proposals reviewed by this portfolio include (but are not limited to):

•       Neural prostheses (motor and sensory), 

•       Rehabilitation robotics, 

•       Biomechanics, 

•       Rehabilitative sensing and telemetry,  

•       Prosthetic socket design,  

•       Orthotics, 

•       Technology for individuals with cognitive impairments, 

•       Virtual reality, 

•       Technologies for exercise and recreation, and 

•       Potential "orphan technologies" that are specific to Veterans.

The opportunity is being announced to the public as well as all federal employees.  The announcement is open from:  March 13th, 2013 to March 22nd, 2013  

MP:

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/339578800
DEU:

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/339466200
Please share these announcements with anyone you think might be interested and qualified. Questions should be directed to Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez, Administrative officer, RR&D (ricardo.gonzalez@va.gov). 


Review Update
From the February 2013 review, all Summary Statements will be released on Thursday, March 28th. Intent to fund decisions to be made as soon as possible.
· HSR&D Update – Sara Knight, Ph.D. and Amy Kilbourne, Ph.D.
HSR&D Update: 
Winter 2013 Merit Review: March 2013 Scientific Merit Review Board:  180 applications were reviewed including 107 IIRs, 3 NRIs and 70 Pilot Projects during a 2-day virtual meeting (via teleconference and web-based conference program) held March 5-6, 2013 in the ORD Offices in Washington, DC. Scores were released on March 12 via eRA to all PIs. Summary statements with key points are scheduled to be released to all PIs via eRA the first week of April. Notification of Review Outcome letters are scheduled to be released to the field via ART in mid-April.
Summer 2013 Merit Review.  RFAs for the Summer 2013 merit review are scheduled to be posted the last week of March. ITS will open in ART on Monday April 1 and will close on Wednesday May 1. The first day to submit applications to eRA/Grants.gov will be Wednesday May 15; the down to the wire submission date is Monday June 10; the last possible submission date for applications is Wednesday June 12; eRA verification will be completed on Monday June 17. The last opportunity to submit an application and utilize the 2 business day examination window is Monday June 10 – the 2 day review period will be on Tuesday June 11 and Wednesday June 12, with any changed/corrected applications entered no later than 6:00 pm Eastern on June 12. Submissions on June 12 cannot use the 2 business day examination window as any resubmission after this date will miss both the submission deadline (June 12) and the eRA verification deadline (June 17).
If you have any questions regarding the Merit Review process, please contact Kristy Benton-Grover, Program Manager, at 202/443-5728 or kristy.benton-grover@va.gov.
Centers of Innovation (COIN) Review: HSR&D conducted a scientific peer review of 19 COIN applications on February 13th and 14th.  Site visits with several COIN applicants will be completed via teleconference during the weeks of March 24th and 31st where additional information would assist with the final funding decisions. Funding letters are anticipated in April.
Questions regarding the COIN process should be directed to Karen Lohmann Siegel, PT, MA, Capacity Building Program Manager HSR&D, at 202-443-5619 or karen.siegel@va.gov.
Concept Proposals in Priority Areas: HSR&D received 100 concept papers submitted in response to a request for proposals for short-term projects addressing priority areas, including Veterans’ Social Reintegration after TBI, Patient-Centered Care and Health Promotion, Health Care Efficiency, and Disparities. Only 5% of the concept proposals were selected for funding.
Career Development (CDA) Review: HSR&D conducted a scientific peer review of 20 CDA proposals on March 5th and 6th via teleconference. Scores have been released through eRA and Summary Statements should follow before the end of the month. 

USH Award:

HSR&D is pleased to announce the recipient of VA's 2013 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research is Hayden B. Bosworth, Ph.D. This award is the highest honor for a VA health services researcher. It represents exceptional achievement in improving our understanding of factors that affect the health and quality of care of Veterans, inspiring and training the next generation of health services researchers, and enhancing the visibility and recognition of VA research nationally.
Dr. Bosworth is a developmental health psychologist and health services researcher, and has served as Associate Director of HSR&D's Center for Health Services Research in Primary Care, located in Durham, NC, for ten years. 
For more than 15 years, he has worked to develop and test novel interventions to improve health behaviors and outcomes for patients with chronic diseases that are prevalent among Veterans, including: hypertension, coronary artery disease, hyperlipidemia, diabetes, osteoarthritis, and depression.
Dr. Bosworth has mentored 64 trainees. He also is a prolific author, with more than 200 peer-reviewed publications and almost 250 academic presentations. 

Selected Publications:

An Evidence-based Synthesis: Screening for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in Primary Care is posted to the HSR&D web site at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/esp/reports.cfm 

Improving patient safety continues to be the focus of considerable public and professional interest. A special supplement to Annals of Internal Medicine presents evidence-based assessment of 10 selected patient safety strategies.  HSR&D investigator Dr. Paul Shekelle and colleagues also present an overview of the findings that includes: 1) Recommendations for evaluating the effectiveness of patient safety strategies, 2) High-priority contexts to include in reports of patient safety research, and 3) Patient safety strategies ready for adoption now.  
Annals of Internal Medicine March 5, 2013;158(5)
In a recent study HSR&D investigators found that more than one in eight women Veterans screen positive for PTSD and a significant segment does not receive treatment.
Washington DL, Davis TD, Der-Martirosian C, and Yano EM.  PTSD Risk and Mental Health Care Engagement in a Multi-War Era Community Sample of Women Veterans. Journal of General Internal Medicine February 23, 2013;e-pub ahead of print.  

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update  - Alex Chiu, Ph.D.
Update on the Spring 2013 Review cycle for BLR&D and CSR&D.
As you are aware by now, both the submission and verification deadlines for the Spring 2013 review cycle have passed.  BLR&D and CSR&D have started the process of administrative checking all submitted applications. We anticipate the number of proposals for the Spring cycle to be somewhere between 550 and 600. 

However, 3 research stations are still encountering issues with the new System Award Management (SAM) registration. We are continuing to work with those 3 stations to see what can be done.  We thank all of you for your patience and your diligence in preparing for the transition to SAM.  In particular, Miriam Smyth of Baltimore VA, Debbie Simmons of Oklahoma VA and several other AOs, have stepped forward to help other stations.  We really appreciate that you are working together. 

This issue with SAM is not over, and may not be over for another year. Two major “triggers” appear to be causing the majority of issues. Some issues arose when accounts were initially migrated from the old CCR system to SAM, while other issues have occurred when working SAM accounts hit their Renewal Date. If your SAM account is currently working, but you have not hit your Renewal Date, be advised you need to begin work early on your renewal. 

We received additional information on SAM registration and renewal from NIH last Friday and promptly distributed it to the ACOS and AO communities. Please distribute that information and any other guidance and reminders we send you to all R&D Office personnel involved in preparing and submitting electronic applications.

Please remember to use the eRA Mailbox (rd-era@va.gov) for questions about electronic submissions. 

We will send you a notice when assignment of applications to review panels is complete.  All requests for re-assignment need to come from the research office and should be submitted to the BLR&D/CSR&D Review mailbox (vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov).
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