Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, July 21, 2014
1. Welcome and Updates on Research - Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.
2. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
We have developed and launched a new PubTracker site on the VA Intranet to enable the field to notify us of upcoming journal articles and meeting presentations, in compliance with VHA Handbook 1200.19. Please inform your investigators and any research office staff who may help with this function. 

A link to the new site can be found on the Publication Notification page on the VA Research website, or you can access it directly here (you must be on the VA network): http://vaww.pubtracker.research.va.gov. 
The new site should streamline the process for users and allow them greater flexibility in tracking and editing their past submissions. As in the past, the requirement is to notify us of in-press journal articles or scheduled meeting presentations as soon as possible after they are accepted by the journal or meeting sponsor. 
Please discontinue the use of the old SharePoint-based PubTracker site (which no longer functions, though the site is still up for now) and instead immediately begin using the new site. 
Feel free to contact Mitch Mirkin about the procedure or the requirements. For technical issues, contact Charles.Festel@va.gov. Please note that answers to many questions may be found on the PubTracker FAQs page. 

Thanks for your support and cooperation. We look forward to continuing to help promote recognition and awareness of the important research being done at VAMCs nationwide. PubTracker is an important tool in our efforts to do so. 

3. Execution of FY14 Fiscal Program – Allen Dunlow
Last week I asked for a detailed breakdown of how you were going to spend your expiring year dollars.  Several of you have not yet submitted your plan.  If you are one of those stations, please submit your plan immediately.   Execution of current year dollars continues to lag behind our operating plan.  Please focus on actions to execute those dollars.  Some upcoming key dates include:  August 15, 2014 is the day that all your IPAC transactions must be complete for IAAs.  This is not the last date to start an IAA; money must be collected from the other agency by this date.  September 15, 2014 will be the last day that I can process TDAs. 

4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Karen L. Siegel, PT, MA
Summer 2014 Review:
Scientific merit review meetings will be held August 1-8. Scores will be released in eRA on August 13 and summary statements will be released on September 9 with intent-to-fund decisions by early October. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Timeline for Fall 2014 SPiRE Submission: 
The SPiRE RFA is posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.    

The LOI submission deadline is August 1 for the September application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions.  LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  
LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Fall 2014 SPiRE Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than August 22.

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and off-site research are also due no later than August 1 for the September application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review.  Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI.  E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2014 SPiRE Review. 

The application verification deadline is September 15, making the last possible submission date September 10.

Paul B. Magnuson Award:

Nominations are being accepted through September 2.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
FY15 COIN Core Budget: 

FY15 COIN Core Budgets Guidance was sent to the field on July 11th. Deadline for submitting budget requests is COB, August 18th, 2014.  Annual budgets are based on a formula that reflects research productivity over past 3 years; as a result some centers will receive funding increases in 2015, and a much smaller number may have modest decreases.  

SMRB Update:

HSR&D is very pleased to welcome two new staff members: Liza Cattucci, Administrative officer, who will assume duties on August 25, 2014, and Miho Tanaka, Scientific Program Manager, Health Informatics, who will assume duties on August 10, 2014.
Current Merit Review Cycle– Summer 2014: 

For HSR&D’s Summer 2014 (June) Merit Review program, total IIRs received = 98; total pilot projects (PPOs) received = 50; total SDRs received = 6; and total Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) projects received = 5. In total 159 applications will be reviewed during the August SMRB meetings.
HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting is scheduled to take place August 26th-28th, 2014 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA.  The Career Development Awards review panel, will meet in Washington, DC on August 26th-27th, 2014. Scores are expected to be released on September 5. 

For questions regarding the Summer 2014 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov
Next Merit Review Cycle – Winter 2015:

HSR&D will be posting updated RFAs in early September for the Winter 2015 Merit Review Cycle. The HSR&D ITS in ART will open October 1st with a deadline of November 1st. The first day to submit full applications to Grants.gov is November 15th with the last possible submission date for applications on December 11th. 
Gulf War RFA
Final decisions were made on 7 submissions to the new RFA for Health Services Research in Gulf War Illness; one proposal was funded.  This RFA will be released in the early fall with off-cycle submission and review.  New and resubmitted proposals will be accepted. 

HSR&D Field Reported Research Barriers:  

HSR&D is designing a Web-based system for responding to field reports of barriers to research that will provide a systematic approach to resolving issues that often require months of effort working with multiple stakeholders to reach a solution. Examples include data access approval delays, challenges in the implementation of survey research methods, and IT resource limitations. The system will provide the basis for improved communication with HSR&D investigators and centers about the progress toward solutions. The system is expected to be released in August, 2014. 
CIDER Updates:

JGIM Supplement Highlights VA's Patient-Aligned Care Teams
In 2010 VA launched a national implementation of Patient Aligned Care Teams (PACT). A newly published Supplement in the Journal of General Internal Medicine includes 19 articles that share lessons learned by VA researchers and their clinical and policy partners during the early stages of PACT implementation. Articles focus on its roll-out, as well as its evaluation. The complete issue is available, open access, at http://link.springer.com/journal/11606/29/2/suppl/page/1
Amy Kilbourne, PhD, MPH, named QUERI Director
Dr. Kilbourne was recently named Director of VA HSR&D’s Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI).  Dr. Kilbourne is a national expert in implementation science, partnered research, and translation of clinical quality improvement intervention findings into actionable policy and practice.  Dr. Kilbourne has been Acting QUERI Director since late 2012 and will be field-based in Ann Arbor.      
Recent HSR&D in the Literature
Abraham K, Ganoczy D, Yosef M, Resnick S, and Zivin K. Receipt of Employment Services among VA Users with Psychiatric Diagnoses. Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development 2014;51(3):401-14. 
Fihn S, Francis J, Clancy C, et al. Insights from Advanced Analytics at the Veterans Health Administration. Health Affairs. July 2014;33(7):1203-11. 
Vijan S, Sussman J, Yudkin J, and Hayward R. The Effect of Patients’ Risks and Preferences on Health Gains with Glucose Lowering in Type 2 Diabetes. JAMA Internal Medicine. June 30, 2014;e-pub ahead of print. 
Nelson K, Helfrich C, Sun H, Hebert P, Liu C, Dolan E, Taylor L, Wong E, Maynard C, Hernandez S, Sanders W, Randall I, Curtis I, Schectman G, Stark R, Fihn SD. Implementation of the Patient-Centered Medical Home in the Veterans Health Administration: Associations with Patient Satisfaction, Quality of Care, Staff Burnout, and Hospital and ED Use. JAMA Internal Medicine. June 23, 2014; e-pub ahead of print.
Cyber Seminars Upcoming Sessions: 
	7/22/2014
	Using Lessons from VA to Improve Primary Care for Women with Mental Health and Trauma Histories

	7/23/2014
	Screening for Hepatocellular Cancer in Chronic Liver Disease: A Systematic Review

	7/24/2014
	First Time Research Users’ Guide to CDW: Getting Started with this Relational Database

	7/28/2014
	Diffusion Tensor Imaging Findings in Mild Traumatic Brain Injury


Recent sessions that are now available on the web Archive or via transcript are:
	7/15/2014
	Integrating Tobacco Cessation into a Home Telemonitoring System for Veterans with PTSD 

	7/14/2014
	Ascertaining Veterans' Vital Status and Dates of Death: The VHA Vital Status File and Other Data Sources for Mortality Ascertainment in VA 

	7/10/2014
	Benefits Counseling: Therapeutic Encounters After C&P exams 

	7/9/2014
	How can Cost-Effectiveness Analysis be Made More Relevant to U.S. Healthcare? 

	7/8/2014
	An Evaluation of the HSR&D Career Development Award (CDA) Program 

	7/2/2014
	Budget Impact Analysis 

	7/1/2014
	Lessons Learned in Developing a CARF-Accredited Interdisciplinary Pain Rehabilitation (IPR) Program


QUERI Program Updates: 

The QUERI national Evaluation has been completed by ICF International. Based on interviews of over 100 VA and non-VA leaders, researchers, and providers, the evaluation provides insight into QUERI’s impact, experiences with VA and non-VA stakeholders, and makes specific recommendations for future directions. Please contact QUERI Director Amy Kilbourne (Amy.Kilbourne@va.gov) for additional information. 
Funding updates:  Fall 2014 Service-directed Project (SDP) and Rapid Response Projects (RRP) Due Dates: August 1 (ITS) and September 10 (down-to-the-wire).  SDPs require a concept paper review three months prior to the due date (next due date is 10/25/14 for the Winter Cycle).  A total of 25 RRPs and 5 SDPs were reviewed during the Spring 2014 cycle. 
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D. 
BLR&D and CSR&D have completed the review of 612 applications for the Spring 2014 cycle, which included 542 Merit Review Awards applications, 56 Career Development Awards, 3 Pilot Projects and 11 applications submitted under the Gulf War RFAs.  We were able to select 87 Merit Review Awards (including Gulf War) (15.7%), and 7 Career Development Award applications (12.5%) for consideration for funding.  Funding decisions were announced to the Field on July 16.  We expect to release JIT announcements in the coming days.

We would like to also remind the Field of the revised 1200.19 Handbook (Presentation of Research Results), and to request all investigators to support VA in their research and other works, as noted under Part 4, by “Acknowledging VA research support and VA employment.”  It is important to the dissemination of our successes to the Nation, and this is one of the best means by which we can achieve this.[image: image1.bmp]
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