ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, November 19, 2012
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
Please join me in congratulating the VA researchers who were recently elected to the Institute of Medicine: 

Dr. Michael L. Boninger, (VA Center of Excellence in Wheelchairs and 
     Associated Rehabilitation Engineering, Pittsburgh Healthcare System)

Dr. John Donoghue, (VA Providence Healthcare System)

Dr. Kevin G. M. Volpp, (VA Philadelphia Healthcare System)

Election to the Institute of Medicine is considered one of the highest honors in the fields of health and medicine, and recognizes individuals who have made major contributions to the advancement of the medical sciences, health care, and public health
2. Communications Update – Stephen Herring
1. We will be launching the ORD Facebook page this week.  It can be found at www.facebook.com/varesearch .  We will publish procedures for submitting posting requests to the ORD Facebook site posted on the ORD share point site within the next week or you can call directly to the ORD Communications office and we’ll walk you through the process.  This site will NOT be utilized as a recruiting tool for research studies. 

2. Web pages:  As we go through the ORD internal and external web pages I’d ask that researchers that may have links on their local webpage to ensure that the content is working and updated.  If you have a link on your local center page please take a moment to go review it and ensure that all the links and information are correct.  If you note that there are inoperable links or outdated information on your page please coordinate with your center PAO to get it fixed.

3. Local PAO interaction:  ORD is exploring the possibility of expanding coverage of local research stories by strengthening our relationship with the local PAOs at each center.  I would encourage each research study director to introduce themselves to their local PAO.  If you need assistance in determining who that PAO is, please feel free to contact ORD Communications and we will ensure that you are provided with the information.



3.
Prior Year Funds – Margaret Hannon

We need to make certain that we spend prior year funds.  You should treat your finds like a bank treats your money.  When you deposit $100, then take it out, you don’t get back the same $100 you gave to the bank.  You need to set up accounts in whatever system you are using, allocating to each investigator the total amount of their award for that year.  Then spend prior year funds first.

4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Christopher A. Moore
1) RR&D is currently processing 324 LOIs for the upcoming scientific  merit review. The breakdown is 271 Merit, 18 CDA-1, and 35 CDA-2.  A Scientific Program Manager will contact the ACOS and PI by November 29th if there are any questions or concerns with an LOI. As a reminder, full applications must be verified in eRA by December 17, 2012.

2) RR&D’s Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research (SPiRE) Program will launch this winter. LOIs will be due in February 2013 and full applications in March 2013. The RFA will be posted by December 14, 2012. 

The Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research (SPiRE) Program is an intramural funding mechanism to support investigator-initiated research conducted by eligible VA-ORD investigators at VA medical centers or VA-approved sites. SPiRE Awards are RR&D’s mechanism for funding small scope and duration basic, translational and clinical studies of disorders and diseases of importance to the rehabilitation of Veterans. The goal of RR&D is to maximize functional recovery, including therapies that repair and restore function. Additional goals include integrating the Veteran back into family, work and society. Areas of emphasis are broad and expansive encompassing basic scientific research that has strong implications for translation into clinical practice, as well as rehabilitation strategies, interventions and techniques, including prosthetic devices, and reintegration of veterans into all facets of civilian life. The long-term effects on outcomes of many traditional approaches remain unproven, and as rehabilitation moves forward, researchers must examine efficacy to allow its medical practice to be truly evidence based. 

SPiRE projects are expected to support research   that is  more appropriately executed through   shorter and smaller investigations.  These applications may include those that are high risk, but have high potential impact, as well as those from early investigators or that lack extensive preliminary data.  

Proposals electronically submitted to RR&D through Grants.gov will be evaluated by peer review  to provide the Director of RR&D with evaluations of the quality of the research proposed and make recommendations on scientific merit, budgets, and funding durations (please see RR&D VHA Handbook 1203.1 for additional information).

· HSR&D Update – Rita Lysik
Dr. David Atkins, has been named Acting Director, Health Service Research and Development (HSRD).   Dr. Seth Eisen stepped down as the Director effective September 30th.   Dr. Sara Knight will remain the Deputy Director, HSR&D.  Dr. Amy Kilbourne has been named Acting Director of QUERI.  On December 3, 2012, Dr. Eisen will join the Office of Research and Development as a Special Operations Officer. 

Centers of Innovation (COIN)

19 COIN applications are expected to be submitted to eRA by the November 8 deadline.

The review panel will meet in January or February 2013, and anticipate funding at least  15 new COINs.

CIDER News: 

Thank you to Veterans Video 

In honor of Veterans Day, VA's Health Services Research & Development Service (VA HSR&D) produced a short video thanking Veterans for their service and their participation in research. The video features 10 VA HSR&D investigators expressing gratitude to Veterans. Several of the investigators discuss how working with Veterans in research has had an impact on them personally and professionally. This special “thank you” video is linked directly from the VA HSR&D website's home page or from http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/video/thankyou_vets.cfm .

CyberSeminar: Publishing in the high-profile literature

This special cyberseminar was presented by Edward H. Livingston, MD, FACS, AGAF, Director of Clinical Content and Deputy Editor of JAMA, and is targeted at our researcher community.  Dr. Livingston discussed common pitfalls encountered by authors trying to publish in the High-Impact medical literature. He also discussed how to get published in JAMA and the other journals in the JAMA-network.  See the archived session at: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive.cfm 

A Cyberseminar was presented by the Co-Chair CIRB and  Lynn Cates addressing issues of research engagement and other frequent challenges for HSR studies reviewed by CIRB.  This session is archived at XXXXX and the discussion section is being transcribed into a series of Q7As which will be posted on HSRD Website. 

Publications:

The Fall issue of FORUM was distributed electronically in October.  The topic of the Fall issue is Quality Measurement and the lead commentary article, Quality Measurement and the Ubiquitous Electronic Health Record was written by Dr. Joe Francis of the Office of Informatics and Analytics in CO.  The research response article, “Moving toward a Patient Centered Performance Management System”, is by Dr. Eve Kerr, Director of the HSR&D COE in Ann Arbor.  Four research highlight articles are also featured in the issue.  You can access the issue on the HSR&D website at: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum/ 

CREATEs

In the second round of submissions, seven Collaborative Research to Enhance and Advance Transformation and Excellence (CREATE) proposals were reviewed on October 11, 2012.  Funding decisions will be made shortly. Four new CREATEs were approved for funding (some with conditions that need to be met first), on the following topics:
1) Transforming Prevention into Action
2) Advancing MRSA Infection Prevention
3) Improving Therapeutic Decision-making through Veteran-Centered Population Analytics
4) Improving Rural Veterans’ Access/Engagement in Evidence-Based Mental Healthcare
QUERI News:

QUERI and the Office of Patient Centered Care and Cultural Transformation met to review 5 proposals for  Evaluation Centers for OPCCCT.  Two Centers were selected: 1) Bedford/Boston and Hines.

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. William Goldberg
Fall 2012 Merit Review Cycle

The Fall 2012 Merit Review cycle is underway, with individual Panels scheduled to meet through December 13.  Scores and Summary Statements will be released as quickly as the schedule allows.  Please ask your investigators to refrain from inquiring about scores and Summary Statements until they have been released.

Non-Clinician Eligibility

“The submission deadline for the Non-Clinician Intramural Program (Eligibility) has changed. Beginning next cycle, the new submission deadlines are December 1 and June 1. Please submit all applications for the upcoming Spring 2013 Eligibility cycle by December 1, 2012 via e-mail to blrdcsrd.eligibility@va.gov.  Please refer to the most current Eligibility guidance document, located on the intranet, for additional instructions. Please contact Alex Chiu (alex.chiu@va.gov) if you have any question.”

Career Development

The next deadline for submission of Career Development LOI’s to BLR&D and CSR&D is December 15, 2012.  All questions concerning the BLR&D/CSR&D Career Development program should be submitted to the Career Development mailbox at VHACADEReview@va.gov.

· PRIDE – Dr. Lynn Cates
Alion is making good progress on the new Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) accreditation standards and procedures.  It will still be at least several weeks before Alion will be ready to publish the standards, procedures, and a training schedule for the new HRPP accreditation process.   There is nothing the field needs to do now.  We will keep you posted on progress.
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