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Pre-Conference Assignments
Work Group #1

Person/Device Interface
This work group will focus on the interface rather than the operation of prosthetic/orthotic devices. Sub-topics include: limb health, including pain/skin issues; device fit, suspension, design, attachment method; adaptive devices; gender; and osseointegration. It will be important to identify not only the existing state of the art, but also the state of ongoing research needs in order to bridge knowledge gaps.
This worksheet is a tool for you to collect your thoughts and help generate work group discussion.

Please feel free to compose additional discussion questions for the consideration of colleagues in your specific group. Besides your work group reading assignment, you also are welcome to review any of the other background resources.
Reading Assignment 

(available at http://www.research.va.gov/programs/rehab/sota/resources.cfm)
· Keck Futures Initiative "Smart Prosthetics" November 2006
· State-of-the-Science Workshop: Research to Clinical Practice for People with Upper Limb Amputation and Prosthetics, March 2007 

· American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists State-of-Science Papers 
· Gallup/VA Major Limb Amputee Satisfaction Survey, October 2007 

· VA National Prosthetics and Sensory Aids Satisfaction Survey, March 2008 

· Exoskeletons and orthoses: classification, design challenges and future directions, June 2009 

· State-of-the-art research in lower-limb prosthetic biomechanics-socket interface: A review, March 2001 
Written Assignment

Work Group #1 will address the specific questions listed below. Please bring your written answers/notes on these questions with you to the conference. Findings and recommendations developed during the work group session (and based on these questions) will be presented at the plenary session on Wednesday, March 17.
1. What are the research issues/challenges with regard to person/device interface in orthotics and prosthetics? 

2. What is the current state of the art, including current research, with regard to these issues/challenges? 
3. What are the potential solutions to these issues/challenges and what do we need by way of research in the next 5 years to move toward these solutions? 

4.    What are the best strategies for dissemination and implementation of the SOTA research 
       agenda? 

Please print your name on this form in case we need to follow up with you after the conference to clarify your comments. Thank you.
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