Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, January 11, 2016
1. Welcome – Kyong-Mi, Chang, M.D.
2. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA

Mr. Dunlow updated the field that funding still hasn’t been loaded in the system.  He will not be able to distribute additional dollars/TDAs until funding has been loaded.  However, he anticipates funding to be loaded within the next few days enabling him to get TDAs out by the end of the week, January 15, 2016.
4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
RR&D Scientific Program Manager (SPM) Vacancy:

In the near future RR&D will be posting an SPM position for the Sensory Systems/Communication Disorders Program. This program encompasses vision, hearing, vestibular, and speech-language disorders. We recognize that people will not have scientific/clinical training in all of those domains. If you know of interested parties, or of others who can pass this information along, please do so. We will keep you apprised of the posting.

Fall 2015 SPiRE Review:

Impact scores and summary statements were released in eRA on November 16, 2015. Intent-to-fund decision notifications were sent out December 30, 2015 – twenty-one SPiRE projects were selected for funding this cycle. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements were sent in an email to the ACOS and AO on January 5, 2016.

Winter 2016 Review:

RR&D accepted 155 Merit, 11 CDA1, 33 CDA2 and 10 S/RCS applications for review.  Scientific merit review meetings will be held February 23-26, 2016. Scores will be released in eRA on March 2 and summary statements will be released on March 29 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-April. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.


Timeline for Spring 2016 SPiRE Submission: 

A new VA Application Guide SF424 (R&R) will be posted later this month – please see read the new guidance (highlighted in YELLOW) carefully!  Please see the VA-ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.

A new SPiRE FOA/RFA will be posted later this month – please see the VA-ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm. As a reminder, with a new FOA/RFA, previous application packages cannot be re-used for this submission cycle – all applications, including resubmissions, will need a new application package.

The LOI submission deadline is February 1, 2016 for the March application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Spring 2016 SPiRE Review. Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than February 19.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
Scientific Merit Review Board Updates:

· Final verification window in Grants.Gov for the March 2016 SMRB closed on December 15th.

· 181 proposals in response to 6 RFA’s cleared receipt and referral, and will be reviewed

· We are in the process of identifying reviewers and finalizing panel rosters, following which specific proposal review assignments will be made.

· Proposals will be reviewed from March 1-3, 2016 in Alexandria, VA

· Please refer questions regarding SMRB to vhacoscirev@va.gov.
COIN RFA
· We also received 3 applications in response to our solicitation for Centers of Innovation (COINs) and those proposals will be reviewed in Washington, DC at ORD on February 23rd.  

HR/Recruitment Updates:

PERSONNEL
· We are awaiting USA Job Postings for the following vacancies in HSR&D.   
· Deputy Director 
· Three Scientific Program Managers
· Anyone interested in these and other potential employment opportunities with us is asked to email Liza Catucci, AO in c/o liza.catucci@va.gov 
CIDER Updates- Dr. Rani Elwy:

This award that we just put up: 
HSR&D Investigator Adam Gordon Among Top 10 Papers in Addiction Medicine

January 7, 2016.
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/research_news/gordon-010716.cfm  

 http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/about/employment.cfm#1536
 

(01/06/16) Deputy Director for HSR&D - Washington, DC
The Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) program within the Office of Research and Development seeks to fill a Deputy Director position for HSR&D. This is a key leadership position for our $90 million program and 25 person office. The Deputy Director helps shape the direction of the research program with the Director, functions as Chief Science Officer for the service, oversees our PhD scientific program managers and builds relationships with research stakeholders within and outside VA. This position is based in Washington DC and cannot be performed virtually. For more information, please contact Liza Catucci at liza.catucci@va.gov or 202-443-5797.

(01/06/16) Scientific Program Managers - Washington, DC
The Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) program within the Office of Research and Development is seeking to fill three senior Scientific Program Manager positions, each responsible for oversight of specific research portfolio areas and coordination of the scientific merit review process. All three positions are based in Washington DC and cannot be performed virtually. For more information, please contact Liza Catucci at liza.catucci@va.gov or 202-443-5797.

 

1) We have the kick-off of the Weight Management SOTA on Friday January 15, virtually, with the in-person session planned for March 7-8. 
2) We have the HSR&D CDA meeting on February 9.
 

QUERI Updates – Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D.
· FY16 QUERI funding has gone out to the field. Despite significant cuts faced by other VHA medical services-funded programs, QUERI funding levels were not reduced in FY16. We appreciate your patience with this process. Overall, after releasing 7 RFAs in calendar year 2015, a record amount of funding went out to QUERI investigators in FY16 (>$23 million with partnered evaluation funds), including 28 Programs/PEIs supporting over 60 QUERI PIs.
· QUERI investigators should spend all of their allotted FY16 funds by the end of the fiscal year. QUERI funds are not research funds (medical services- 0160) and cannot be carried over in the next FY. Please let us know if any of the QUERI-funded programs at your site expect to have any unspent funds by March 2016. 
· QUERI/VERA: Note that QUERI funds generate VERA support as an ORD-administered program, and because QUERI proposals are peer-reviewed; see Table 8: http://vaww.arc.med.va.gov/reports/vera/vera2015_toc.asp

· BLR&D and CSR&D – Theresa Gleason, Ph.D.
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Harmonized Budget Submission Process for ORD:

Since early 2015, ORD services have been working together to develop a revised/streamlined budget submission for applications submitted via eRA.  The attachment summarizes and walks through the changes, which will be rolled out with the new edition of our SF424 instructions, and effective as of the Spring 2016 cycle of RFAs (for Biomedical Laboratory, Clinical Science and Rehabilitation services).  On the ORD field call, a brief summary of the major changes was presented, and we will confirm roll out information.  We hope you will be able to review the powerpoint before the call, and potentially submit any questions in advance so we can address them on the call as follows:

· Submit to one of the mailboxes below:

· BLR&D/CSR&D: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov 

· HSR&D: vhacoscirev@va.gov 

· RR&D: rrdreviews@va.gov 

· Questions received by Thursday, January 7th will be incorporated into the Field Call presentation

· Questions submitted later will be used to develop training materials and FAQs
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