Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, January 12, 2015
1. Welcome and Updates on Research 
Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.

2. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
It is truly an honor and a privilege to share that 2015 is the 90th Anniversary of VA Research.  This year’s Research Week will be from May 18 – 22, 2015 with the theme “VA Research – 90 Years of Excellence.”  
National VA Research Week—generally held the third week in May —offers an exceptional opportunity to focus national attention on how VA Research has improved Veterans’ lives. Research Week involves a variety of integrated efforts, such as special events at VA facilities across the country; synchronizing and coordinating local and national media outreach; informing congressional leadership about VA Research achievements; providing information to Veterans and prospective VA researchers; hosting a radio media tour; and deploying VA leadership to selected field sites. These efforts work synergistically to strengthen support at the local and national level. The overall effect is to enhance VA’s reputation across all key stakeholder groups. 
Among the many benefits of a concerted national Research Week campaign are:
· Telling the “good news” story of how investments in medical research advance the health of Veterans and all Americans and support preventive, cost-effective care.

· Reinforcing support from legislators who have helped to ensure that the research program receives funding that allows it to sustain and enhance efforts to improve health care.  Similarly, Research Week will increase awareness among legislators who may not be fully aware of the research program’s value and achievements.

· Increasing awareness and sustaining support among Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs). 

· Highlighting the cutting-edge work of VA researchers in key areas such as TBI, PTSD, polytrauma, and limb loss.

· As recommended by the National Research Advisory Council, engaging VA leadership to maximize media and stakeholder attention. 

· Informing VAMC employees about VA Research enhances their ability to make appropriate referrals to VA patients interested in clinical trials or other research, and also boost employees’ pride in VA research and its impact on Veterans’ lives.

· Informing VACO leadership about VA Research thereby increasing awareness of the program among other components of VA and leads to increased cooperation and collaboration.

· Publicizing the positive accomplishments of VA Research helps to balance media scrutiny in the news about VA care and services.

We ask for your support and commitment to making this a memorable Research Week and will be in touch as we further develop the 90th Anniversary Research Week campaign. 

3. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
Mr. Dunlow reported that 1st quarter obligation across the program looked good and were within the operating plan variance.  The field was encouraged to get equipment purchase orders to contracting if they had not already done so and reminded to spend prior year dollars.  Mr. Dunlow reported that he is waiting on the additional apportionment from OMB before he can send out additional FY15/16 dollars.  He anticipates the additional apportionment will arrive by the end of the week.  The field raised an issue that it seems to take months to get someone vendorized through Austin to enable electronic payment.  Mr. Dunlow will look to see if these are isolated cases or a more systemic issue.

4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulation to Dr. David Fink - recipient of the 2015 Paul B. Magnuson Award 

The Paul B Magnuson Award is presented annually to a VA RR&D investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication to Veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career.  The award was established in 1998 in recognition of the importance of rehabilitation research within the VA Health Care System.

Dr. Fink, a neurologist and an investigator with the Ann Arbor GRECC, has been with VA since 1982.  He is also the Robert Brear Professor and Chair of Neurology at the University of Michigan.  Dr. Fink pioneered methods to introduce genes into the body to treat chronic pain and other nervous-system diseases.  His team led the first human clinical trial of gene therapy for pain experienced by cancer patients.  Skin injections of an inactive form of the herpes simplex virus were used as a means to deliver a gene known as PENK.  Based upon the successful phase 1 trial, published in the Annals of Internal Medicine in 2011, a larger phase 2 clinical trial of the approach is now being planned. In addition to cancer pain, his work also focuses on Veterans and others with nerve-related conditions such as SCI and diabetic neuropathy.

Links to media announcements:

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2014/12/prweb12397020.htm
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.945963602098743.1073741887.238737596154684&type=1
New Biosketch Format (applies to all VA-ORD applications)

The VA-ORD SF424 guide (updated 09/30/2014) lists January 1, 2015, as the effective date for using the new biosketch format. However, in keeping with NIH, we have extended the time for transition to May 2015 (Summer cycle).  We encourage applicants to use the new format (now the only format available on the VA ORD website) for the Spring cycle, but will continue to accept the old format until the Summer cycle. 

As per the NIH FAQ (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm), “When including links in your biosketch, spell the URL out in full, beginning with ‘http://’ (e.g., http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm).  Do not include the link as hyperlinked text (e.g., NIH Grants Web page) as eRA system processing will not retain the active link in the assembled application image in eRA Commons. 

Web links should not be included in other areas of the application such as the specific aims and research strategy attachments.”

Please direct all questions or concerns about application submissions to VHA CO RDO ERA Mailbox vhacordera.vhacordera@va.gov.  

Quad Charts:

The Rehabilitation Research and Development Service (RR&D) has begun asking PIs to provide summaries of their projects in the form of Quad Charts. We are now arranging for the Quad Charts to be managed in the JIT system. On December 10th, an email was sent From: Fallon, Michael DVM PhD, Subject: Quad Chart JIT area being added to some Rehab Service projects, to inform Station JIT Administrators of this requirement. 
The Quad Chart JIT area was added to all active awards as well as those in the process of completing JIT.  If we inadvertently missed requesting a Quad Chart for a project, please notify Boriana Cavicchia (boriana.cavicchia@va.gov).  This will be a standard JIT area for all new awards. 

Instructions and a template are provided in the JIT Guidance document.  A Quad Chart is due for every active investigation by February 2, 2015.  Questions about the contents of the Quad Chart may be directed to Boriana.

Fall 2014 SPiRE Review:

Impact scores and summary statements have been released in eRA. Intent-to-fund decisions have been made and notifications will be sent this week.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements will be sent to the ACOS and AO soon after.

Winter 2015 Review:

RR&D accepted 117 Merit, 13 CDA1, 22 CDA2 and 7 S/RCS applications for review.  Scientific merit review meetings will be held February 24-27, 2015.  Scores will be released in eRA on March 4 and summary statements will be released on March 31 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-April.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Timeline for Spring 2015 SPiRE Submission: 

The SPiRE RFA is posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm. 

The LOI submission deadline is February 2, 2015 for the March application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Spring 2015 SPiRE Review. Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than February 20.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
SMRB Updates: 

Upcoming SF424 Changes for Summer 2015 Merit Review Cycle
· Please be aware that HSR&D RFAs will now require that the new NIH Biosketch template to be used. Detailed instructions can be found in the currently posted VA-ORD SF424 Guide. 
· Summer 2015 ITS will open in ART Monday, April 20th and close Friday, May 1st at 8:00pm EST. 

HSR&D Awards:
Congratulations to the recipients of the following HSR&D Awards. 
Daniel Deykin Award for Outstanding Mentor  – Mark Kunik, M.D., M.P.H.; Houston
Health System Impact Award – Alex Sox-Harris Ph.D.; Palo Alto
Best Research Paper of the Year – Karin M. Nelson, M.D., M.S.; Seattle
CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi 

Gerry McGlynn is stepping down on 1/31/15 after 10 years directing CIDER (she is on leave until then but continuing involvement with some actions).  Karen Bossi will be Interim Director pending recruitment of a new Center Director. 
HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting 
Call for abstracts will be announced this month. We are preparing conference package proposing dates in mid-July with request to hold in DC, with Baltimore and Philadelphia as alternates.
Field Volunteers for IT Related Work Groups
Center Directors or Investigators interested in participating in either of the following IT related work groups are asked to email Dr. James Breeling, ORD, with their interest. 
1. Research Data/IT Resource Group - weekly teleconference calls
2. Research Data Security and Protection Group - monthly teleconference calls
QUERI Updates: 

QUERI has experienced a slight reduction in 870 funds due to a decision by CO Finance to pull back some unspent (but committed) funds.  This pullback affected many other programs and was driven by short term needs to stand up new programs related to Choice Act and other pressing issues, thus it does not reflect any larger judgment on QUERI.  ORD is working to try to restore those funds and QUERI is working with HSRD to identify strategies to minimize short term impact.  However, we are moving forward with standard submissions and will proceed with normal review cycles.  
Cyberseminars:
Recent sessions include:
1/6/2015: Technology-assisted interventions for chronic pain: Research and practice, Alicia Heapy
12/10/2014: Social Media: A Press Release is not Enough, Austin Frakt
Visit the cyberseminar archive for 24/7 on-demand viewing of these and other sessions. 
Upcoming sessions of interest include: 

1/14/2015: Service Utilization among Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans Screening Positive for Traumatic Brain Injury, Shira Maguen
1/21/2015: The Patient Care Assessment System (PCAS) for PACT Teams: New Tools in Release 2!, Tamara Box
1/27/2015: The Basics of Shared Decision Making, Angela Fagerlin
Visit the cyberseminar catalog to register for these and other upcoming sessions. 
HSR&D in the Literature
Arterburn D, Olsen M, Smith V, Livingston E, Van Scoyoc L, Yancy W, Eid G, Weidenbacher H, and Maciejewski M. Association between Bariatric Surgery and Long-Term Survival. JAMA. January 6, 2015;313(1):62-70. 

Virani S, Woodard L, Ramsey D, Urech T, Akeroyd J, Shah T, Deswal A, Bozkurt B, Ballantyne C, Petersen L. Gender Disparities in Evidence-Based Statin Therapy in Patients with Cardiovascular Disease. American Journal of Cardiology. January 1, 2015;115(1):21-26. 

Tsai J, El-Gabalawy R, Sledge W, et al. Post-traumatic Growth among Veterans in the United States: Results from the National Health and Resilience in Veterans Study. Psychological Medicine. January 2015;45(1):165-79. 

Mott J, Grubbs K, Sansgiry S, Fortney J, and Cully J. Psychotherapy Utilization among Rural and Urban Veterans from 2007 to 2010. The Journal of Rural Health. December 3, 2014;e-pub ahead of print. 
Bastian L, Trentalange M, Murphy T, et al. Association between Women Veterans’ Experiences with VA Outpatient Healthcare and Designation as a Women’s Health Provider in Primary Care Clinics. Women’s Health Issues. November-December 2014;24(6):605-12.
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D.
A total of 570 BL and CS merit, pilot and career development award applications, and 11 Gulf war research applications were reviewed in the Fall 14 round.  Funding decisions will be announced by the end of this week

The eligibility and promotions meetings are being held this week as well.

RFAs for the Spring cycle will be out by the end of January. The first day to submit will be Feb 6, and the final date to submit will be March 10.  For biosketches, we are accepting the new NIH format AS WELL AS the old format until May 2015, but encourage investigators to use the new biosketch format now.  The page limit is 5 pages. The NIH website that describes the new format is at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm
This is a reminder to the Field that the deadline for the submission of nominees for the Middleton Awards is February 2nd, 2015. The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement, is not awarded on the basis of a history of peer-reviewed funding or large numbers of publications. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission.  For application information, please send an e-mail to  VHACOBMAreview@va.gov.
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