ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 21, 2012 
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
2. Communications Update – Suzana Iveljic
Communications Update:

Research Week was very successful this year.  Thank you to everyone who supported our event.  The majority of results are in and we are happy to report the following:

· 195 attendees

· 16 Radio Shows, 21 airings, and 10.5 million listeners

· 60 minutes did extensive filming of the DEKA robotic arm

· Sacramento Bee coverage

· 32,000 cumulative video views

· VAntage Point Blog

· Hey VAs (5)

· Flawless technical broadcast

· The majority of survey respondents agree or strongly agree that Research Week was interesting, informative, and strengthened their professional and personal networks.

Action Item:  If you held a VA Research Week event at your local facility, please submit that summary along with any photos to Christine.Amereihn@va.gov by May 29th to ensure inclusion in our field summary report that will be placed on the web and mailed to out collaborators.

3.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Sunil Sen-Gupta
(1)   VA RR&D Investigator Honored
Dr. Bill Bauman, RR&D CoE Director, Medical Consequences of SCI, at the Bronx VA was invited by the American Spinal Injury Association (ASIA), to deliver the keynote address at this year’s ASIA scientific meeting. On April 18th Dr. Bauman delivered the 31st G. Heiner Sell Memorial Lectureship on Secondary Medical Consequences of Spinal Cord Injury

(2)   Minneapolis VA and German Institute Establish Prosthetics Research Agreement at end of 2011 
Researchers at the Minneapolis VA and the Fraunhofer Institute for Manufacturing Engineering in Stuttgart, Germany, will collaborate in the development of prosthetics devices. The project pairs two of the world’s leading prosthetics scientists – Dr. Andrew Hansen of the Minneapolis VA and Dr. Urs Schneider of Frauhnhofer -- who will seek to develop new biomechanical devices for veterans and the general public. 

(3)    Review

RR&D received 333 Merit and Pilot Letters-of –Intent (LOI) for the upcoming review cycle. Scientific program staff will contact you by May 25, 2012, if there are any issues with your LOI. Full applications are due June 15, 2012. Please refer to the applicable RFA for the timing of submission steps required to meet the deadline. As always, with the Grants.gov/eRA electronic submission, allow time in order to correct any warnings or errors. 

We unfortunately will not be able to accept SRCS/RCS applications through Grants.gov for the upcoming cycle.  Please prepare SRCS/RCS applications in accordance with the instructions available on our website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov. Applications should be submitted as a Word or PDF document to rrdreviews@va.gov <mailto:rrdreviews@va.gov>. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Award Type (e.g., Jones_122_RCS).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] [Award Type] Application for August 2012 Merit Review.

Intent-to-fund decisions for the March 2012 review will be disseminated to the stations and PIs by May 25, 2012.

· HSR&D Update – Dr. David Atkins
SMRB News:

For HSR&D’s Summer 2012 (June) Merit Review program, 222 Intent to Submit (ITS) were received and approved by the deadline (May 1).  In comparison, 203 ITS were received for the Winter 2012 (December) Merit Review program.  Forty-six of the ITS received are for CREATE projects.

The first day to submit HSR&D Merit Review applications to Grants.gov was Tuesday, May 15, 2012. Early submission is strongly advised and late applications will not be reviewed.  The verification deadline for applications submitted in the eRA system is June 18th.  In order to meet the verification deadline and have time to correct any problems, applications must be submitted and accepted in Grants.gov on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 8th.  Submitting on or prior to June 8th will allow time, during the two business day examination period, for the PD/PI and AOR/SO to carefully review the electronic image of the proposal (eApplication in eRA Commons) and correct any format, content or transmission errors.  PLEASE CHECK the e-application for problems with font type, font size, margins, characters per inch and lines per inch.  PIs are advised to print out a page of the Research Plan AFTER it has been submitted and MANUALLY check for these types of errors as eRA does not generate an error message for them.  

E-applications which do not meet formatting and content requirements will be administratively withdrawn and not reviewed.  No exceptions will be made.

The last possible date for submission in Grants.gov is on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 13th.  Waiting to submit on June 13th is not recommended because the two business day examination period (June 14 and 15) cannot be used to review and resubmit a changed/corrected application. New or changed/corrected applications submitted after June 13 will NOT meet the June 18 (as June 16 falls on a Saturday) eRA verification deadline and therefore will not be accepted for review.

 

For questions regarding the Summer 2012 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov.

CIDER News: 

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting: 

The 2012 HSR&D/QUERI National meeting will be held at the Gaylord Hotel in metropolitan Washington, DC from July 16 – 19, 2012.  Registration will open within the next few weeks.  For the meeting agenda and registration information please see the meeting website at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2012/ 

Spring issue of FORUM:
The Spring issue of FORUM, the HSR&D newsletter, is now posted on the web at  http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum/ .  The topic of the issue Suicide and PTSD.  The opening commentary is co-authored by Drs. Zeiss and Kemp and the Response to the Commentary is by Marcia Valenstein.  There articles are followed by 4 Research Highlight articles that address, Suicidal Behavior Among Those with TBI and PTSD;  Gender and PTSD; Role of Primary Care in Addressing Suicide Risk; and Compensation and Pension Examination for PTSD.  Print copies of FORUM will be distributed in early June. 

SGIM:
Several VA Health Services Research and Development Service (HSR&D) investigators were honored during the 2012 annual meeting of the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) held from May 9-12, 2012. The SGIM is the leading national organization of general internal medicine physicians working in U.S. academic medical centers, and its focus is to promote research and education aimed at improving healthcare for the whole patient. 

SGIM's highest honor, the Robert J. Glaser Award, is given to an individual for outstanding contributions to research, education, or both, in generalism in medicine, was presented to Steve Fihn, Director of VA’s Office of Analytics and Business Intelligence, and the former director of HSR&D's Northwest Center for Outcomes Research in Older Adults, Seattle, WA. 

SGIM's Outstanding Junior Investigator Award, presented to an individual whose early career achievement and overall body of work has made a national impact on generalist research, was given to Rebecca Sudore, M.D., HSR&D Career Development Awardee and part of HSR&D’s Program to Improve Care for Veterans with Complex Comorbid Conditions, San Francisco, CA.  
In addition, two of the four top abstracts presented at the plenary session were by VA investigators. 

VA also sponsored three sessions at the SGIM meeting: David Atkins, M.D., M.P.H., Director of VA/HSR&D’s Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), participated in a symposium titled “Bridging the Quality Improvement and Research Divide,” which addressed IRB issues, how to publish, and how mentors can help ensure that your work is both recognized and useful to the institution.  Dr. Atkins also coordinated the symposium titled “Doing Research in a Learning Healthcare System,” which brought together research leaders from large integrated healthcare systems to discuss successes and challenges in running research enterprises within working healthcare systems. 

Lisa Rubenstein, M.D., M.S.P.H. and Elizabeth Yano, Ph.D., M.S.P.H., Director and Co-Director, respectively, of HSR&D’s Center for the Study of Healthcare Provider Behavior, Sepulveda, CA, participated in the session titled “Patient Aligned Care Teams:  Applying Lessons Learned from the PACT Demonstration Labs,” which highlighted lessons gained by the demonstration labs thus far, including challenges and opportunities to implement PACTs. 

NLC: 
HSR&D continues to conduct a “Lunch and Learn” series of presentations at the National Leadership Council meetings.  Last week Eve Kerr, MD, MPH, Director, HSR&D Center for Clinical Management Research and of the Diabetes Quality Enhancement Research Initiative presented a session on Moving toward Patient Centered Performance Measurement: How VHA can Lead 


BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. William Goldberg
1) Update on the Spring 2012 Merit Review Cycle

Review meetings for the Spring 2012 BLR&D and CSR&D review cycle will take place between May 23 (this Wednesday) and June 15.

A total of 492 Merit Review, 6 Pilot Project, 60 Career Development Award and 2 Program Project Applications will be reviewed.

More than 20 submitted applications were administratively withdrawn this cycle.  The reasons for withdrawal included: exceeding budget durations and/or caps; incomplete, missing or incorrectly completed budget components for one or more budget periods; font/margin issues; and late submissions.  We are concerned that these types of error are not being identified and corrected by the submitting investigator or Signing Official during the 2-day examination window in eRA Commons.

2) Due date changes:

BLR&D and CSR&D have changed the due dates for waiver requests for off-site research, waiver requests for exceeding the Merit Review budget caps, and letters of intent for Merit Review Clinical Trials.  These items are now due June 15 for the Fall review cycle and December 15 for the Spring review cycle.  The new dates have been updated in the respective guidance documents and are reflected in the 2012 Submission Calendar for all VA ORD Services located at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/process/submission-calendar.cfm and http://www.research.va.gov/funding/process/submission-calendar.cfm.

3) Update on the Middleton and Barnwell Awards

The William S. Middleton Award is BLRD’s highest scientific honor and the John B Barnwell Award is CSRD’s highest scientific honor, awarded annually to senior VA investigators for their accomplishments in areas of prime importance to the VA’s research mission. The 2011 recipients of the Middleton and Barnwell Awards were honored at an award ceremony on April 26 as part of Research Week activities in Washington, DC. 

The 2011 recipient of the Middleton Award was Dr. Fred D. Finkelman of the Cincinnati VA Medical Center, for his seminal contributions to the field of Immunology leading to better understanding of cytokines in immune-mediated disease, host defense mechanisms in parasitic infection, the role of dendritic cells in antigen presentation, and the mechanisms of allergy.

The 2011 recipients of the Barnwell Award were Dr. Barry M. Massie from the San Francisco VA Medical Center and Dr. Murray A. Raskind from the VA Puget Sound Health Care System.  Dr. Massie was recognized for his seminal contributions to our understanding of the pathophysiology and treatment of patients with chronic heart failure, and Dr. Raskind for his pioneering use of an α‑1 adrenergic antagonist as a treatment for posttraumatic stress disorder, Alzheimer’s disease, and alcoholism.

The Barnwell and Middleton Review panels for our 2012 Barnwell and Middleton nominees were convened in the first week of May and the field has been notified of the panels’ recommendations.  Once final approval is received from the Under Secretary of Health we will announce this year’s recipients of the Barnwell and Middleton Awards.

· Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) Accreditation Contract Update – Dr. Lynn Cates

As we’ve announced previously, the new VA contract for Human Research Protection Program (HRPP) accreditation has been awarded to Alion Science and Technology Corporation.  Also, as we have announced previously, AAHRPP has protested this award and a stop work order has been issued.  We do not know when the stop work order will be lifted.  We are awaiting input from the Office of General Counsel on AAHRPP’s revocation of VA HRPP accreditation.  We will let you know when we get more information.[image: image1.bmp]
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