Notes, ORD Field Conference Call

Monday, June 16, 2008
1.
Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2.
Foreign Travel Clarification – Maureen Carroll
Ms. Carroll will provide clarification at a later date.

3.  Administrative Review Update – Sandra Isaacson, MSN
On June 11 and 12, we held the second VHA Research Administration Review Committee meeting in Arlington, Virginia.  As you may recall, the purpose of the review is to examine issues related to governance, human capital, and the management of compliance requirements so as to assure that the highest quality VA research is carried out.   ORD had developed several questions for consideration, such as what the role of the R&D committee should be and what mechanisms might be instituted to recruit, mentor and support young scientists.  Dr. Kupersmith also asked the Committee to add other questions to the list as they thought necessary.   After gathering data about what some of the problems are and deliberating potential solutions, the Committee will be making recommendations to the Health Systems Committee (HSC) of the National Leadership Board about changes in our administrative processes that will foster continued high quality research.

Twenty of the 24 committee members were able to attend the June on-site meeting along with 12 other invitees including VHA representatives from Central Office, VISN directors, medical center directors, ACOS/Rs, AOs and researchers.  During an April Committee teleconference, Committee members had asked that other VHA representatives who were confronting these issues on a daily basis be invited to discuss the issues in depth at a “face-to-face” meeting.

Dr. Madhu Agarwal, Co-chair of the HSC, welcomed the group the first evening and discussed briefly the importance of the Committee’s work. Other speakers included Dr. Kupersmith, the committee chairpersons—Jack Hetrick, VISN 10 director and Randy Petzel, VISN 23 director, and representatives from ORO, OIG, and ORD.  The entire next day the two committee workgroups—governance and human capital—spent fervently discussing their issues and concerns and working on next steps.  Some of these next steps involve proposals that would change the functions of the R&D committee, provide a common universal and universally accessible source of information on how to do everything related to compliance, support systems to allow the ACOS/R to focus on mentoring and improving research rather than compliance, and create policies and procedures that allow for conducting research that aids in the recruiting and retaining of clinicians. 

We are in the process of reviewing and synthesizing the ideas generated at the meeting and will be distributing some early findings very soon.  The Committee will continue to meet over the next several months to continue their deliberations and decide on their recommendations.  We will keep you informed of their progress.
4.  Update on Research Security & Community Outreach – Reuben Wright, PhD, MS, MMAS

The ORD Community Outreach Program is getting into the full swing of summer outreach activities, in that, many Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) conduct their outreach activities this time of year to maximize veteran participation.   During the month of June, ORD Community Outreach participated in panel discussions at the Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) in Traverse, MI., the Disabled American Veterans (DAV)Tennessee state meeting in Murfreesboro, TN., the Federal Asian Pacific American Council (FAPAC)in Brooklyn, NY.,(as well as a booth display) and the Pennsylvania Vietnam Veterans of American state meeting in State College, PA. 

The month of July will be just as active with ORD participating in the NAACP summer conference in Cincinnati, OH; the Montford Point Marine Association, in Houston, TX; and the American GI Forum in Denver, CO.  

I would like to thank Health Services R&D and Rehabilitation R&D for their support in making the Community Outreach program a success by providing VA researchers for panelist and/or speakers and Communications for providing up-to-date information in print to be distributed at the various meetings.

If you have questions, comments and/or suggestions, please do call or email.
5.  CSP Report – Grant Huang, PhD

This report is to provide some study updates and inform of the field of operational matters and opportunities for interested investigators.

CSP Updates

The Cooperative Studies Scientific Evaluation Committee (CSSEC) is meeting on June 17, 2008 to evaluate new CSP study proposals.  A Genetics CSSEC subcommittee that was recently created met on June 11.

CSP has been moving towards a more harmonized approach to running the national program and its studies.  There is a more integrated management framework for key program domains including biostatistics, program policies, business operations and informatics.  A CSP Workgroup has also been established to help look at ways to standardize its IT infrastructure and operations.

CSP #530, “Intensive vs. Conventional Renal Support in Acute Renal Failure”, recently had its results published in the May 20 on-line edition of the New England Journal of Medicine.  The study was led by Dr. Paul Palevsky from the Pittsburgh VAMC and the West Haven CSP Coordinating Center.  This 4-year study was jointly funded by CSP and the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases.  The study involved 17 VAMCs and 10 university-affiliated medical centers which enrolled a total of 1,124 patients. Findings indicated that there was no difference in death rates at 60 days between a group receiving an intensive management strategy of renal replacement therapy and one receiving a less-intensive management strategy that resembled usual care.

Results from CSP #465, “The VA Diabetes Trial” were presented at the American Diabetes Association Annual Scientific Sessions meeting in San Francisco on June 6-10.  The study is led by Dr. Carlos Abraira from the Miami VA Medical Center, Dr. William Duckworth at the Phoenix VAMC, and the Hines CSP Coordinating Center.  The results indicated that lowering blood sugar levels to near normal through intensive treatment may reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease and heart attacks for patients with Type 2 diabetes.

New CSP Studies 

Individuals interested in learning more about new CSP studies are encouraged to go to the CSP website at http://www.csp.research.va.gov/approved.cfm.

A few CSP studies have recently kicked-off.  One is CSP #560, Bronchitis and Emphysema Advice and Training to Reduce Hospitalization (the BREATH Trial) is evaluating a case management and education strategy for treating patients with Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder and is led by Drs. Vincent Fan, Seattle VAMC and Dennis Niewoehner, Minneapolis VAMC.  CSP #563, Prazosin and Combat Trauma PTSD (PACT Trial), will be examining the use of prazosin for treating PTSD and is led by Drs. Murray Raskind and Elaine Peskind at the Seattle VAMC.  CSP #565, Combination Angiotensin Receptor Blocker and Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitor for Treatment of Diabetic Nephropathy, the VA NEPHRON-D Study: Nephropathy iN Diabetes Study, aims to look at the effect of combination of angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitor (ACE Inhibitors) and angiotensin receptor blockers in patients with diabetes and proteinuria on progression of kidney disease.  This study is being led by Dr. Linda Fried from the Pittsburgh VAMC.

CSP is also glad to announce that two new studies have been approved for funding.  The first is CSP #556, led by Dr. Jerry Yesavage from the Palo Alto VAMC, which will look at the use of repetitive Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation in depressed VA patients.  The other is CSP #562, led by Dr. Martin Weinstock from the Providence VAMC, which will look at whether topical 5% 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) chemoprevention will prevent skin cancer surgeries.  CSP #562 will be undergoing review by the VA Central IRB this summer.

CSP Studies in Planning 

Two studies are now in planning.  The first is CSP #573 which is on gastroesophogeal reflux disease and is being led by Dr. Stuart Spechler from the Dallas VAMC.  The second is CSP #574 which is on community acquired pneumonia and is being led by Dr. Umberto Meduri from the Nashville VAMC.  For more information, please visit the CSP website at http://www.csp.research.va.gov/planning.cfm.

ACOS-R&Ds and AOs were emailed information on these two studies that are currently in planning.  Other individuals may sign-up for notifications at the website under the Information for Investigators section or sending an email to csp@va.gov
Request for New LOIs

CSP is welcoming new CSP letters of intent (LOIs) requesting support for developing a national VA Cooperative Study.  For additional information, please go to http://www.csp.research.va.gov/initiation.cfm or email csp@va.gov.

LOIs for the Cooperative Clinical Trial Award (CCTA) are also being accepted.  These studies will go through a CSP development process and will be managed through the Hines CSP Coordinating Center.  This CCTA may be of particular value for individuals looking to gain experience in how to conduct rigorous multi-site clinical trials.  Dr. Terri Gleason is the point of contact and can be emailed at Theresa.gleason@va.gov.

6.  Service Updates:
A.  HSR&D – Seth Eisen, MD



Scientific Merit Review Program
REAP Review – On May 13, HSR&D reviewed 10 REAP center applications. Of the 10 applications, 7 were approved for funding in FY09.   Notification of Review Outcome letters have been sent to all sites. Notification of Funding letters will be sent once all JIT documents have been received.

HSR&D’s IIR Submission Deadline – Today is HSR&D’s IIR submission deadline.  Proposals must be PDF format. No extensions will be granted.  Proposals will be reviewed August 19-21 with electronic notifications of scores within two weeks thereafter, and summary statements and critiques no later than six weeks thereafter.

 



Forthcoming Solicitations 
Health Professions Education Research - HSR&D will soon release a Service Directed Research solicitation focused on understanding the relationships between educational interventions for health professionals and measurable, veteran-focused outcomes of health care.   This solicitation specifically addresses research on continuing education and lifelong learning or trainee education when trainee education leads to the professional license, certification, or independent practice.   The still-tentative timeline for this RFP includes a conference call on July 10th, a Concept Paper due July 31st, and invited full proposals due September 30th.  Please contact Dr. Kate Bent for more information at katherine.bent@ va.gov or 202-254-0248.

 



Traumatic Brain Injury

HSR&D is part of the ORD-wide initiative to expand research on Traumatic Brain Injury, building on the recently conducted State of the Art Conference and related discussions.  Look for ORD’s initiative document.  Please contact Dr. Martha Bryan for more information at Martha.bryan@va.gov or 202-254-0251.

 



Updated HSR&D Priorities 

The HSR&D priorities solicitation has been updated and will be posted on the web site in the next month; the topics are the same as those presented in the draft distributed at the HSR&D national meeting, although some of the specific questions addressed have been refined.

 




Miscellaneous

VA/DoD ListServe Established

We hope you all saw the announcement of the VA/DoD Collaborative Research Listserv, designed to foster communications and collaborative research among VA and DoD researchers. Please encourage interested investigators to apply for listserve membership by completing the previously distributed enrollment and which will go out with the text of this conference call, to be sent to vadodcri@va.gov.  Questions may be addressed to Dr. Patrice Robinson (VA/DoD ORD Liaison) @ 202 254-0494

 



Under Secretary’s Award  - Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research 

Please be reminded that nominations for the Under Secretary’s Award in Health Services Research, initially announced March 20th, are due July 1, 2008. We encourage nominations of qualified candidates.  Individuals who were previously nominated but not selected may be nominated again.   Please call Carmen Corsetti at 202-254-0228 or carmen.corsetti@va.gov or refer to the website: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/under_secretary/. 

 

B.
RR&D Update – Michael Selzer, MD

Update to Career Development Program:

There have been service-wide inquiries from career development awardees at the CDA-1 level, and their mentors, about the ability to extend the CDA-1 award to three years. The issue has arisen because of unforeseen problems in performing the research, which then places the awardee behind schedule in their research plan. Because of this delay, the awardees and mentors become concerned about the ability to generate a competitive CDA-2 application.  In response to these situations, the awardee, through their research office, may make a formal request to the appropriate research service for a 1-year extension to the CDA-1 award. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis. If an additional year on the CDA-1 award is approved, that means the career development awardee may only request up to four years (not five) on the CDA-2 award. This information is posted on the web in the FAQ section for career development. 

Small & Large Equipment requests and requests for Supplements to Projects
RR&D has sent email notifications to the PI and research office with respect to approval to fund your request. Emails are also being sent to notify individuals that their requests were not funded.

JIT Documents
This is a reminder to move with all do speed in completing JIT documents. RR&D is using the electronic JIT system and your formal notification letter has instructions about accessing that system.


Applications for Upcoming Review
Full applications for the upcoming August/September 2008 RR&D Scientific Merit review are due today.

Solicitation for Centers of Excellence & REAPs
The two solicitations are in the concurrence process.  Letters of Intent will be due August 15, 2008, with full applications due in VHA Central Office October 15, 2008. The review will be in January 2009. The process for submitting these applications will follow our current procedures, as the NIH system is only applicable to merit projects at this time.  
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