Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 20, 2016
1. Welcome – David Atkins, MD, MPH.
2. Communications Update – Stephen C. Herring, MA
We received over 60 plans for research week this year and it appears that there have been some very successful events. So far, we have received about a dozen summaries-- if you have not yet had a chance to send it in, please do so ASAP so we can create our Web summary page. Please send all responses to Christine Amereihn at christine.amereihn@va.gov .

Current Issues of VA Research Currents and VA Research Quarterly Update can be found at:

http://www.research.va.gov/currents/default.cfm 

http://www.research.va.gov/pubs/varqu/default.cfm 
3. Budget Execution Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA

Mr. Dunlow informed the field that there was still approximately $8M in prior year, FY15/16, dollars out in the field.  He encouraged them to get these dollars totally obligated as soon as possible.  Mr. Dunlow noted that most stations had only obligated between 50% and 60% of their current year program; some stations are even as low as 20%.  He again reminded them that they have a target to carry over no more than 2% of their current year program into the next fiscal year.  In addition to the current year program, Mr. Dunlow has noticed that balances in the No Year – X2 fund are continuing to rise and currently are in excess of $4M.  The balances in this fund also count against the carry over limits for the research appropriation.

Mr. Dunlow reviewed important year end cut off dates:

1) All inter agency agreements must be finalized and funds collected via IPAC before 15 August 2016

2) All contracts over $500,000 needed to be at contracting prior to 15 June 2016

3) All contracts over $150,000 need to be at contracting prior to 30 June 2016

4) All remaining contracts need to be at contracting before 15 July 2016.

2.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Spring 2016 SPiRE: 
RR&D accepted 77 SPiRE applications for review this cycle; 14 were selected for funding.

· Notices of intent-to-fund were sent via email to the PI, ACOS/R&D and AO on June 6.  Applications selected for funding will have a status “to be paid” in the eRA Commons. It is RR&D's expectation, and the PI’s responsibility to move forward with the completion of just-in-time (JIT) items (e.g., response to conditions, IRB/IACUC Committee approval, required training for human/animal research, R&D Committee approval, etc.) to bring the award into compliance as quickly as possible.  All JIT documents must be uploaded in the JIT Document Manager within 180 days of notification. RR&D issues award start dates on the first of each month.  The latest possible start date for awards selected for funding this cycle is January 1, 2017.

· Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were emailed to the ACOS/R&D and AO on June 13 and 14, 2016.

Summer 2016 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist: 
RR&D accepted 1 RCS and 4 SRCS applications for this cycle; final applications for Merit and CDA are still being processed.  Meetings will be held August 2-5.  Impact scores will be released in eRA on August 10. Summary statements will be released on September 2 with intent-to-fund decisions by late-September.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS/R&D and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.  
Fall 2016 SPiRE:
· The LOI submission deadline is August 1 for the September application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Fall 2016 SPiRE Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline. That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than August 22.

· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than August 1 for the September application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver  (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2016 SPiRE Review. 

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by September 15, making the last possible submission date September 12 [corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.

2017 Paul B. Magnuson Award:
Nominations are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

Training Opportunity for Currently Funded CDA-2 Awardees:

The 2017 Training in Grantsmanship for Rehabilitation Research (TIGRR) workshop will be held January 10-17, 2017 in Charleston, SC.  VA travel funds are available on a first-come basis for a limited number of currently funded CDA attendees.  If interested, you must apply and be accepted to attend the program.  The application deadline is August 15, 2016.  Information about the application process will soon be available at https://rehabsciences.utmb.edu. 

This is an excellent opportunity to fine-tune not only Merit Applications but also for NIH and NIDRR funding.  Please notify Dr. Tim Brindle (timothy.brindle@va.gov) if you intend to apply or have any questions.  


· BLR&D and CSR&D Update –  Christopher T. Bever, Jr., MD 
Summary of the Spring Merit Review Cycle:

· 491 applications reviewed 

· 37 applications were returned at time of submission

Reasons for administrative withdrawal of application

· inclusion of URLs

· over budget

· late application

· no active LOI  

· eligibility expired

· virtual A3—application not significantly different from previous A2 submission

· outside of BL or CS purview

· 29 Subcommittees were convened

· June 10 was the last panel meeting

· All scores have been released

· Summary statements are being prepared and released. All summary statements should all be released no later than July 10

· Margin Meeting will be held July 14

· No PI or station should contact the Portfolio Managers until the Margin meeting is over

Comments were requested from the field on a proposal to eliminate the voluntary program of waivers for off-site storage of human biospecimens.  This change would eliminate the waiver process but would not change other requirements such as proper statements in the informed consent regarding sample location, material transfer agreements and local committee approvals.

· HSR&D Update – Martin Charns, DB
QUERI Updates - Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD, MPH

· The next round of QUERI partnered evaluation initiatives will be reviewed on July 14, 2016 with funding decisions to be made by September.

· New JAMA Commentary based on National Academies of Science, Engineering,& Medicine workgroup highlights confluence of Implementation Science, Learning Health Care Systems, and Precision Medicine, and need for more interdisciplinary research in these areas. QUERI and HSRD Research leaders briefed Friends of VA Research on May 16th at the U.S. Capitol, highlighting VA research accomplishments related to these areas.

· QUERI’s call for evaluation planning supplements for the VHA Diffusion of Excellence Initiative is due Monday July 11 to vacoqueri@va.gov  See http://www.queri.research.va.gov/EvalPlanningSupplements.pdf for more information

CIDER Updates:  Dr. Rani Elwy

· HSR&D and QUERI are gearing up for the Academy Health Annual Research Meeting being held in Boston June 25-28. This is the largest health services research meeting of the year. A final copy of the VA presentation schedule will be on the HSR&D website this week: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/default.cfm
· Our FORUM publication, which is published three times per year, is now out, focusing on chronic pain in Veterans’—see http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum/spring16/default.cfm
· HSR&D has been focusing a lot on Veterans’ Engagement in Research—check out the Cyber seminar being offered by DoD colleagues in the Congressional Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) on Wednesday 6/22 on “Enhancing Consumer Involvement in Medical Research Programs”: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3787278072004356611 

· Many other great Cyber seminars, focusing on pain, TBI, and suicide, will be delivered in the last weeks of June: see the full catalogue at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-upcoming.cfm
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