Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, July 20, 2015
1. Welcome – Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.
2. Non Profit Program Update and 2014 Annual Report 
- Allan Krehbiel, MSA, CPA

The 83 VA nonprofits have reported their results for last year, 2014.  In total, revenues were at a new record high, $268 million.  The increase for the year over 2013 was nearly $3 million, representing slightly more than a 1% increase.  Government funding, that is, principally NIH and DoD was up again by more than 2%.  This speaks very well for the quality of VA research because our share of the static or diminishing NIH and DoD budgets is steadily increasing.  

The NPCs employed 2,800, supported 2,300 PI’s, and administered 3,500 research projects. Expenses were about the same as revenues.

The NPC’s managed $275 million in assets and net worth across the system was 
$202 million.  The VA nonprofits as a whole are strongly capitalized.

There has been significant growth at several locations.  For instance, Nashville was at $300,000 and is now more than $2 million.  Other large increases have been posted by Boston, Bronx, Denver, Palo Alto, Providence, San Francisco, and Washington, DC.  Washington in particular has grown from $6 million in revenues a couple of years ago to now more than $12 million.  Substantially, all of its revenues are from NIH and DoD.
3. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
Mr. Dunlow reminded the field about an email he sent last week asking stations if they would meet their 2% carryover target.  He has only heard from a few stations and asked that all other stations respond by the end of the week.  Information requested is whether or not they will meet the 2% target and if not why and what amount will they carry over.  Mr. Dunlow also thanked the field for work towards getting prior year dollars down and requested those will very small balances to go ahead and zero them out by obligating the dollars.  The field was also reminded that if they have excess specific purpose dollars to notify the program manager before they allow the dollars to be withdrawn by the VISN CFO and central office.  The program managers will withdraw the dollars and reallocate for mission requirements elsewhere.


4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulations to Dr. Audrey Kusiak 
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Dr. Audrey Kusiak, Scientific Program Manager in RR&D for SCI, Pain, and Regenerative Medicine, will be the recipient of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 2015 Director's Award. Audrey will be receiving this award as a member of the National Pain Strategy Group. The award will be presented at the annual 2015 NIH Director's Awards Ceremony on September 24, 2015 (2:00 p.m. in the Ruth L. Kirschstein Auditorium at the Natcher Conference Center, Building 45). 
This effort is all part of the Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee (IPRCC), which is a Federal advisory committee created by the Department of Health and Human Services to enhance pain research efforts and promote collaboration across the government, with the ultimate goals of advancing the fundamental understanding of pain and improving pain-related treatment strategies.
The IPRCC was charged by the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health to create a comprehensive population health level strategy for pain prevention, treatment, management, and research. The draft National Pain Strategy (public comment period closed on May 20th, 2015) reflects the work of many offices across the Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Defense, and Department of Veterans Affairs. It also reflects input from scientific and clinical experts and pain patient advocates. Included are objectives and plans related to key areas of pain and pain care, including professional education and training, public education and communication, service delivery and reimbursement, prevention and care, disparities, and population research. For more information please go to: http://iprcc.nih.gov/National_Pain_Strategy/oversight_panel.htm
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): 25th Year Anniversary

ADA: 25 Years of Disability Civil Rights. The weekend of July 24-26, 2015 brings nation-wide celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. President George H.W. Bush signed the ADA into law on July 26th, 1990, capping decades of legal efforts and activism to end discrimination against people with disabilities. For more details please go to:

http://americanhistory.si.edu/topics/disability-history/pages/ada-25-years-disability-civil-rights-july-22-26
Review Update

Awards:

Nominations for the Paul B. Magnuson Award are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov. 

Merit Review:

Summer 2015: 
Scientific merit review is underway. Meetings will be held August 4-7. Impact scores will be released in eRA on August 12. Summary statements will be released on September 8 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-September. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.  

Fall 2015 SPiRE:

·  The LOI submission deadline is August 3 for the September application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Fall 2015 SPiRE Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline. That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than August 24.

·  Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than August 3 for the September application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2015 SPiRE Review. 

·  Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by September 15, making the last possible submission date September 10 [corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected.  Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.
·  Important Reminder: All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits.  The use of URLs/hyperlinks is prohibited except in the biographical sketch.  Use of URLs/hyperlinks in the Introduction, Specific Aims or Research Plan will be cause the application to be withdrawn from review. Use of URLs/hyperlinks in other sections of the application will cause the application to be withdrawn from review if found to be egregious and violate the stated page limited sections by providing additional information.  The inclusion of links to videos within an application is not acceptable and will cause the application to be withdrawn from review (there is specific guidance in the RFAs for videos outside of the award application).

Center Review: 
·  Limited to competitive renewals - no capacity at this time for any new Centers. Centers up for competitive renewal are:  Visual and Neurocognitive Rehabilitation (Atlanta, GA); Functional Electrical Stimulation (Cleveland, OH); Rehabilitative Auditory Research (Portland, OR); Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology (Providence, RI); Limb Loss Prevention and Prosthetic Engineering (Seattle, WA). 
·  Intent to Apply: October 1, 2015 - one page abstract describing the proposed research focus and a complete list of key personnel (PI(s), co-investigators, collaborators, and consultants; also include writers of support letters) in a table format.  This information will assist our efforts to plan for appropriate resources that allow for an efficient and effective review process.
·  Application Due: February 15, 2016 (last possible submission date via Grants.gov will be February 10, 2016)
·  Review:  April 2016
·  Site Visit:  May/June 2016
·  Notification:  June 2016


· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
SMRB Updates – Liza Catucci:

Summer 2015 Scientific Merit Review Board: 
The next SMRB Meeting will be held on August 25, 26 and 27 in Alexandria, Virginia and the notice for the meeting was published in the Federal Register on July 14.
Approximately 172 applications for research funding awards, including 23 associated with the Learning Health Care System Initiative RFAs, will be reviewed along with approximately 25 applications for Career Development Awards.  Funding of the Learning Healthcare System proposals will be dependent on what version of the 2016 ORD budget passes. 

Reviewer rosters have been completed and reviewer assignments should be finalized in eRA Commons tomorrow, July 21. 

A Reviewer Orientation/Instructional Cyberseminar will be held on Thursday, July 28 from 2:30-3:30. 
CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi: 

The 2015 HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting was held July 8-10, in Philadelphia. 

The Career Development Awards Meeting preceded this on July 8.  Over 600 persons, comprised of researchers, investigators, staff and other national scientists and veterans attended the meeting.

Plenary speakers:

Dr. Greg Simon, Group Health Cooperative, July 9




Nicole Hart, OIF Veteran, CEO of AR Vets,
http://arvets.org July 10
Dr. Carolyn Clancy, Chief Medical Officer, VHA

Visit and presentation of the Under Secretary for Health award by the new USH, David J. Shulkin, M.D., July 10

Check out the coverage of the meeting on the official VA HSR&D Twitter account @vahsrd
Video of plenary talks and slides from all breakout sessions will be available shortly at HSRD website.  The online agenda is available at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2015/default.cfm 

Recent Awards:

Dr. Dan Berlowitz received the Under Secretary’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research, presented on Friday, July 10 from our new USH Dr. David Shulkin.
Dr. Jim Burgess received the AHRQ John Eisenberg Mentor Award at the AcademyHealth 2015 meeting:

http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/awards/default.cfm?award=1443
SOTA:

A SOTA on Bariatric Surgery and Weight Management is being planned for Fall 2016 in conjunction with the National Surgery Office and the National Center for Prevention.
Upcoming Cyberseminars:

The Role of Peer Support in Suicide Prevention - 7/13/2015, 3:00pm EST
Making Sense of Sensor Data: The Big Data Challenges in Delivering Health Behavior Change Interventions to the Home - 7/13/2015, 12:00pm EST.
PACT in Academic Medical Center Primary Care Clinics: A Focus on Access and Continuity - 7/15/2015, 12:00pm EST.
Recent Cyberseminars (Archived):

Dissemination and Implementation Models in Health Research and Practice: an Online Interactive Tool - 7/2/2015.
Examining Veterans’ Pharmacy Use with VA and Medicare Pharmacy Data - 6/29/2015.
Communication Disorders in Veterans with TBI: Diagnosis and Rehabilitation - 6/24/2015.
Recent CO Briefs:

Trautner B, Grigoryan L, Petersen N, Hysong S, Cadena J, Patterson, J, and Naik A. Effectiveness of an Antimicrobial Stewardship Approach for Urinary Catheter Associated Asymptomatic Bacteriuria. JAMA Internal Medicine. May 26, 2015; Epub ahead of print.
Levine D, Galecki A, Langa K, et al. Trajectory of Cognitive Decline after Incident Stroke. JAMA. July 7, 2015; 314 (1): 41-51.
Im J, Shachter R, Oliva E, Henderson P, Paik M, and Trafton J for the PROGRES Team. Association of Care Practices with Suicide Attempts in US Veterans Prescribed Opioid Medications for Chronic Pain Management. Journal of General Internal Medicine. July 2015;30(7):979-991.
QUERI Updates - Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D.

· The first twelve QUERI Programs have been approved for funding based on a peer review panel comprised of national research and VA operations policy experts.  These Programs will replace the former disease-specific Centers and focus on more cross-cutting impact goals directly aligned with a VA national priority (e.g., MyVA, Blueprint for Excellence) that are supported by a coalition of operations partners through projects that involve essential areas of expertise, quality improvement methods, and implementation science.  The following QUERI Programs (Corresponding PI and Primary Location) have been approved for funding starting in FY2016:

1.  Improving safety and quality through evidence-based de-implementation of ineffective diagnostics and therapeutics (David Au, Seattle).
2.  Improving Pain-Related Outcomes for Veterans (IMPROVE) (William Becker, West Haven).
3.  PRISM: Precision Monitoring to Transform Care (Teresa Damush, Indianapolis).
4.  Virtual Specialty Care QUERI Program: Implementing and Evaluating Technology Facilitated Clinical Interventions to Improve Access to High Quality Specialty Care for Rural Veterans (John Fortney, Seattle).
5.  Bridging the Care Continuum QUERI for Vulnerable Populations (Allen Gifford, Boston).
6.  Enhancing Mental and Physical health of Women through Engagement and Retention (EMPOWER) QUERI (Alison Hamilton, Greater LA).
7.  Triple Aim QUERI Program (Michael Ho, Denver VA).
8.  QUERI for Team-Based Behavioral Health (JoAnn Kirchner, Little Rock).
9.  PrOVE: PeRsonalizing Options through Veteran Engagement (Julie Lowery, Ann Arbor).
10.  Improving Patient-Centered Care Coordination for High-Risk Veterans in PACT (Lisa Rubenstein, Greater LA).
11.  Implementing Goals of Care Conversations with Veterans in VA LTC Settings (Anne Sales, Ann Arbor).
12.  Measurement Science QUERI (Mary Whooley, San Francisco VA).
· In addition, the QUERI program peer review panel recommended for funding two additional QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiatives for a cumulative total of 12 that have been launched since 2012.  Funded primarily through clinical operational partners Partnered Evaluations focus on high-priority questions based on operations partner needs using rigorous evaluation methods:

· Disseminating dashboard for VA purchased community nursing homes (James Rudolph, Boston VA; Partner: Geriatrics and Extended Care -GEC). 

· Building implementation science for VA healthcare associated infection prevention (Nasia Safdar, Madison VA; Partner: National Center for Patient Safety -NCPS).
BLR&D and CSR&D Updates – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D.
The Merit Review Margin Council meeting was held last week. Funding of Merit proposal submissions has yielded 89 Merits selected (15% funded), and 8 Career Development submissions selected (17%) for funding.  Late starts of some of the proposals will be entertained. Stations will be notified as to notice of outcomes by the end of this week.  Please wait for the notice to hit your Station before asking for further details regarding your submission. 
Of note, the Competitive Clinical Trial Award (CCTA) RFA is being withdrawn and new submissions under this RFA are not being considered.  Those that are in the pipeline from previous submissions must be revised to fit within the standard CSR&D clinical trials RFA including the budget cap.
The six Gulf War RFAs will all have the same submission deadlines for the Fall review cycle.  The most significant change is that the deadline for HSR&D Gulf War projects is earlier than in previous cycles.

Dates for submission for the Fall cycle start on August 3, with down to the wire September 8 and final submission date September 10.
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