Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 17, 2016
1. Welcome – David Atkins, MD, MPH.
2. Service Updates:

· BLR&D Update – Christopher T. Bever, Jr., MD 
· Tissue banking:  We wanted to remind you as part of the phasing out of off-site specimen banking/storage waivers we will be posting several guidance documents on the tissue banking website http://www.research.va.gov/programs/tissue_banking/default.cfm (which will be provided in the notes/minutes).  The biobanking program manager, Kristina Hill, will be sending out an email with more information on the AO listserv, and will also be provided in these minutes regarding these guidances and some webinar/education sessions that will be planned in the coming months.  Any questions on this should be directed to Kristina Hill, Kristina.hill@va.gov or the Offsite tissue banking mailboxvhacoofftiss.vhacoofftiss@va.gov. (provided in minutes).

· The recipients of this year’s Middleton Award and the submission deadline for nominations for next year’s Barnwell and Middleton awards were announced (see attached information).  
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· BLRD is working on an RFA for small awards to support planning meetings. They will be limited to $20K or less and will be intended to help VA investigators in different locations develop proposals for multisite studies.

· 
BLR&D and CSR&D Updates – Holly Krull, PhD
BL and CS received applications in response to RFAs on September 13.
	Service
	Number of Applications

	Biomedical Laboratory
	378

	I01
	343

	I21
	6

	IK2
	17

	IK6
	12

	Clinical Science
	138

	I01
	124

	I21
	2

	IK2
	12

	Grand Total
	516


· Review meetings will be held in November and December. Funding decisions will be made in January. Margin meeting is January 12.

Sheep/Lamb:

60 Applications to Sheep/Lamb; 4 Applications Imaging Core (IS1)

· Review in December, funding decisions as early as the beginning of January

Important Upcoming dates:
1. Due November 1: For the Spring 2017 Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Science submissions, Letters of Intent for Career Development Awards, Clinical Trial Merit Review Awards, and Epidemiology Awards Information may be found: http://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/loi.cfm
2. Due December 1: For the Spring 2017 Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Science submissions, Requests for Eligibility and/or Acceptance into the Non-Clinician Intramural Research Program; Off-Site Waiver Requests. Information may be found: http://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/forms.cfm 

Information regarding requests to exceed budget caps for Merit Review may be found: http://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/loi.cfm
Personnel Recruitment:
BL and CS will be recruiting for scientific portfolio managers, with announcements anticipated soon.  Anyone interested in applying is welcome to contact sara.clark@va.gov  
Return of Non-Compliant Applications for Fall 2016
BL/CS returned 38 applications for non-compliance
	Reason for Return of Application
	Number

	URLs found in page-limited sections
	30*

	PI Submitted 2 applications to the same RFA
	1

	No LOI or expired LOI
	4

	Late
	3

	Not different than previous submission
	2

	Over budget
	2

	No eligibility
	1

	
	

	*applications may have had more than 1 error


For all ORD applications:
· must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks).URLs are only allowed in Biosketches and References Cited. Applications will be returned if URLs are found outside of these sections.

· must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet. If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated. Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and SF424 R&R Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount found in the RFA, unless a waiver has been obtained.

· must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the ORD template.  The DMAP is a required appendix in upcoming submissions.

· must use an NIH Biographical Sketch format that has an expiration date of August 31, 2015 or later. Applications not using the correct Biosketch templates will be returned and not reviewed.

ORD notes that URL limitations are consistent across VA research services and major funding agencies, and encourages research offices to check applications in advance of submission.



· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, PhD
VA HBCU CDA2 recipient honored by The Southern Company  
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Dr. Hadiyah Nicole Green, from Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia is the 3rd recipient of the VA HBCU Career Development Award for her projected titled” A Minimally Invasive Platform to Target, Image, and Treat Head and Neck Cancer.” Dr. Green was recently honored on September 16th, 2016 during the Congressional Black Caucus’s Annual Legislative Congress by The Southern Company with their 2016 Excellence Award for her contributions to cancer research and her work in the community.  Dr. Green was also featured on the cable television channel TV ONE, where she was interviewed by news anchor Roland Martin about her cancer research and the future impact of her recent VA Career Development Award.  She has also recently been featured in Southern Living Magazine, Black Enterprise Magazine, and Jet Magazine.  Dr. Green is one of less than 100 African-American female Physicists in the United States and is the first African-American female recipient of the VA HBCU CDA2 award.

http://www.blackenterprise.com/news/dr-hadiyah-nicole-green-sprinkles-black-girl-magic-on-cancer-research/
http://styleblueprint.com/everyday/dr-hadiyah-nicole-green-faces/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadiyah-Nicole_Green

VA-Affiliated Teams participate in Cybathlon
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The Cybathlon, often called the “Cyborg Olympics”, is an international competition featuring events in six disciplines with physically disabled athletes using assistive technology, including arm and leg prosthetics, brain-computer interfaces, bike races using neural stimulation, power wheelchairs, and exoskeletons. Two VA-affiliated teams participated in this event- Pittsburgh in powered wheelchair race and Cleveland in the FES cycling race.

The HERL team from Pittsburgh was led by Rory Cooper, who also piloted their MEBOT (Mobility Enhanced Robotic Wheelchair). Their team and wheelchair worked well and advanced to the finals where they performed well but were ultimately prevented from making it to the podium by a broken seat mount on the stairs. 

Team Cleveland was led by Ron Triolo and Mark Muhn was their pilot in the FES cycling race. Mark pedaled his way to victory in the finals with a time of 2:58, beating the next fastest time by an incredible 1:10. As Cleveland was the only team utilizing implantable stimulators for this event, we believe that this performance showcases the potential superiority of these implantable systems over surface stimulation systems.

http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=812066362f743d5a5f4b6f20f&id=d1c934aa42&e=f5be49e6c2
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-37605984
http://spectrum.ieee.org/biomedical/bionics/get-ready-for-the-worlds-first-cyborg-olympics
https://www.engadget.com/2016/09/20/team-cleveland-cybathlon-cyborg-olympics/ 

https://vimeo.com/183688652
Congratulations to Dr. Shaikh 
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Aasef Shaikh, MD, PhD, a researcher with the Advanced Platform Technology (APT) Center at the Louis Stokes Cleveland Veterans Affairs Medical Center (LSCVAMC) and with Case Western Reserve University, will be the recipient of the prestigious Grass Foundation – ANA Award in Neuroscience at the 141st Annual Meeting of the American Neurological Association (ANA) in Baltimore, MD on October 16.

Summer 2016 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:
There is new functionality in eRA Commons for VA applications whereby all PIs will receive notification via a system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application. Principal Investigators should have received a communication for this cycle on or about September 28. 

A summary of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were sent to the ACOS and AO on September 28-30 by Christian Lochan. 

[image: image5.emf]Award Type Total ReviewedTotal FundedSuccess Rate

Merit Review 168 22 13%

Career Development Level 1 13 4 31%

Career Development Level 2 25 5 20%

Research Career Scientists 5 3 60%

RR&D SUMMER 2016 SUCCESS RATES


Fall 2016 SPiRE:
RR&D accepted 103 applications. Review is underway. Scores and Summary Statements will be released by November 15 with intent-to-fund decisions by early-December.

Timeline for Winter 2017 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions:
Letter of Intent:

The LOI submission deadline is November 1 for the December application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions for are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. Please follow the general guidance for CDA LOIs available on the ORD website at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf. Resubmissions only need to include the cover page. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Winter 2017 Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline. That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than November 21.

Waivers:

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than November 1 for the December application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver  (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Winter 2017 Review. 

Application:

ORD will be issuing an updated VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) this week. Accordingly, RR&D will issue new RFAs. This means that previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications will need a new application package. 

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by December 15, making the last possible submission date December 12 [corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.

Please make sure you review each submission for the following errors that will cause an application to be withdrawn from review for administrative non-compliance:
· All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits. URLs may only be placed in the biographical sketch and references cited. 

· All applications must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet. If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated. Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and SF424 R&R Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount found in the RFA, unless a waiver has been obtained.

· All applications must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the ORD template. 

· All PI and Key Personnel Biosketches must use an NIH Biographical Sketch format that has an expiration date of August 31, 2015 or later.

· HSR&D Update – Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD, MPH
Recruitment Updates:

· HSR&D anticipates posting Vacancy Announcements for an additional Scientific Program Manager in early November and for several Management and Program Analysts including a SMRB Program Manager soon thereafter. 

· USA Jobs specific application information will be shared with the field following confirmation that Vacancy Announcements have been posted.

SMRB Updates:
Summer 2016 Cycle:
· A total of 186 applications were reviewed during SMR, including 125 IIRs, 45 Pilots, 12 Learning Healthcare System Initiative proposals, and 4 NRIs.

· Scores and Summary Statements have been released to all investigators. 

· Notice of Intent letters will be sent via era to all investigators today or tomorrow. 

· In total, 37 projects were approved for funding:

· 24 IIR proposals

· 4 Learning Healthcare System Initiative proposals

· 9 Pilot proposals
Winter 2017 Cycle:
· The Intent-to-Submit cycle opened TODAY in ART and will close on November 1st at 8pm ET. 

· Updated RFAs will be posted to Grants.gov and the ORD Funding Opportunities intranet webpage early this week. Please be sure to review these documents and the SF424 thoroughly, as the list of fatal errors has been updated, and applications will be subject to withdrawal from review if any fatal errors are committed. 

· HX17-001: Parent (IIR) RFA

· HX17-002: Pilot (PPO) RFA

· HX17-003: Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) RFA

· HX17-004: Suicide Prevention RFA

· HX17-005: Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Provider Behavior RFA

· HX17-006: Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Measurement Science RFA

· HX17-007: Learning Healthcare Initiative Randomized Program Evaluation

· HX17-008: Career Development Award (CDA) RFA

· The first day to submit applications to Grants.gov is November 15th.

· The down-to-the wire date is December 8th and the last possible submission deadline is December 12t, in order to meet the eRA verification deadline on December 15th. 

For questions regarding the Summer 2016 HSR&D SMRB process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox at 
rd-era@va.gov.
QUERI Updates - Dr. Amy Kilbourne

· QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiatives (require co-funding from VHA operations partners) ITS due Date 11/1; Proposal due date: 12/8; review to occur March 2017.

· QUERI held a planning meeting on the National Evaluation of the VHA’s Diffusion of Excellence Initiative October 14, 2016

· New QUERI Strategic Advisory Group members: Shereef Elnahal, MD, Kate Andrews, MD, and Baligh Yehia, MD

CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi
HSR&D Funds New Initiative to Implement Genomic Test Results to Improve Depression Care for Veterans
David Oslin, MD, from the Philadelphia VAMC and a multidisciplinary team of investigators throughout VA has received funding for the PRIME Care (PRecision medicine In MEntal health Care) study. The study will determine optimal approaches to using genomic information to better treat depression in Veterans, focusing on the effectiveness of pharmacogenomics - how genes personally affect a person's response to treatment.
Check out upcoming and archived Cyber seminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm 


Recent Publications

Bauer M, Miller C, Li M, Bajor L, and Lee A. A Population-based Study of the Comparative Effectiveness of Second-Generation Antipsychotics vs. Older Antimanic Agents in Bipolar Disorder. Bipolar Disorders. September 21, 2016; Epub ahead of print.
Bastian L, Driscoll M, Heapy A, et al. Cigarette Smoking Status and Receipt of an Opioid Prescription among Veterans of Recent Wars. Pain Medicine. September 21, 2016;e-pub ahead of print.

Massarweh N, Kougias P, and Wilson M. Complications and Failure to Rescue after Inpatient Non-Cardiac Surgery in the Veterans Affairs Health System. JAMA Surgery. September 21, 2016;e-pub ahead of print.
Murphy DR, Meyer AND, Bhise V, Russo E, Sittig D, Wei L, Wu L, and Singh H. Computerized Triggers of Big Data to Detect Delays in Follow-up of Chest Imaging Results. CHEST. September 2016;150(3):613-20.
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