Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 19, 2015
1. Welcome – Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.
2. Budget Update and year end discussion – Allen Dunlow, MHA

Mr. Dunlow mentioned that final files for the TDAs were being worked and hoped to have TDAs out tomorrow or Wednesday.  We are under a CR and received 72days worth of our funding or about 19%.  Distribution amounts had to be re worked in order to make sure we didn’t distribute more than the $115M received during the CR.  Mr. Dunlow emphasized that stations must insure they cover salary expenses before they cover other costs.  To maximize dollars available for the projects, all the $115M received for the CR was allocated for projects.  The plan was to use prior year for the 1st quarter CC101 distribution.  However, last week, Research was decremented $20.2M in prior year.  This did not leave enough prior year to fully fund the 1st quarter CC101 distribution.  The CC101 distribution was reworked to only distribute 50% of station allocations for CC101 at this time.  Hopefully the remaining CC101 distribution will occur once the appropriation is passed or another CR enacted.

Mr. Dunlow thanked the field for an exception year end.  We only lapsed a little over $1,000 – a tremendous effort.

3. OIT Updates – James L. Breeling, M.D.
· Addressed the OIG report – due date for all sites to “self-certify” that they have created and are now maintaining a local research data inventory passed on 10/15/2015.  I will be tallying the numbers soon to report to the OIG so if you have not reported yet – please do so immediately. 
· Electronic case report forms – data call still pending – sites are to report their use of web sites for the purposes of clinical trials data capture, safety monitoring, and adverse event monitoring.  All vendor supported electronic case support forms need to encrypt “data in flight” to the federal standard (FIPS 140-2 encryption). 
· TRM issues – dealing with recent changes to OIT Technical Reference Manual (TRM) that will ban use of Microsoft Access by 2017 because of CRISP issues and make certain statistical software packages subject to Section 508 restrictions (SAS, Stata, SPSS and others).  An agreement was reached with OIT on the Section 508 issues, but the Access issues are still pending. 
· FY16 OIT budget guidance to the ORD field will be distributed this week.
4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Karen Lohmann Siegel, PT, MA
Welcome:
· RR&D would like to welcome Samantha Lewis, PhD on a 120-day part-time detail.  She will remain physically located in Portland, OR and serve in a “virtual” capacity.  She will conduct special studies and analyses to support management of the scientific program, but will be excluded from all pre-decisional and scientific merit review related activities because of her field position. 

Program Updates:

· On Thursday, November 12th Dr Patricia Dorn and many of the RR&D Scientific Program Managers will be presenting with DoD in a joint program review on Clinical & Rehabilitative Medicine at Fort Detrick, MD. Topics include tissue engineering and regenerative medicine; sensory systems; central nervous system research, including spinal cord injury; neuromusculoskeletal injury, rehabilitation, biomechanics, prosthetics, and orthotics; pain; and social reintegration.  The meeting purpose is to review the current status of research programs, assess gaps, plan future directions, and ensure the efficient and complementary use of program resources.  RR&D thanks all investigators who have submitted project quad charts through JIT and provided supplementary information upon request to ensure the success of this meeting.

Center name change:

· To reduce confusion surrounding the name “Center of Excellence” being used by several different VA programs, the RR&D Center of Excellence (CoE) award name will change to simply RR&D Center Award (Center).  All center applications will continue to undergo our traditional rigorous scientific review process to ensure the research being conducted by the center is meritorious.  Elimination of the word excellence from the award name does not reflect a change in the high standards for the program or the quality of the research being conducted within it.  Furthermore, the name of the RR&D Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP) remains unchanged.

Merit Review:
Fall 2015 SPiRE:
· The RR&D SPiRE review is underway. Summary statements and impact scores will be released in eRA by mid-November with intent-to-fund decisions by early December.
Winter 2016:
· The LOI submission deadline is November 2 for the December application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions.  LOI instructions are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  For Career Development LOIs, please follow the general guidance available on the ORD website at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf.  LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Winter 2016 Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than November 23.

· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than November 2 for the December application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Winter 2016 Review. 

· RR&D has issued new RFAs (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm).  This means that previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications will need a new application package. 
Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by December 15, making the last possible submission date December 10 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  
· Important Reminder:  All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits.  The use of URLs/hyperlinks is prohibited except in the biographical sketch. Use of URLs/hyperlinks in the Introduction, Specific Aims or Research Plan will cause the application to be withdrawn from review. Use of URLs/hyperlinks in other sections of the application will cause the application to be withdrawn from review if found to be egregious and violate the stated page limited sections by providing additional information.  The inclusion of links to videos within an application is not acceptable and will cause the application to be withdrawn from review (there is specific guidance in the RFAs for videos outside of the award application).
Center Review:
· Limited to competitive renewals - no capacity at this time for any new Centers. Centers up for competitive renewal are: Visual and Neurocognitive Rehabilitation (Atlanta, GA); Functional Electrical Stimulation (Cleveland, OH); Rehabilitative Auditory Research (Portland, OR); Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology (Providence, RI); Limb Loss Prevention and Prosthetic Engineering (Seattle, WA). 
· Intent to Apply: October 1, 2015 - one page abstract describing the proposed research focus and a complete list of key personnel (PI(s), co-investigators, collaborators, and consultants; also include writers of support letters) in a table format.  This information will assist our efforts to plan for appropriate resources that allow for an efficient and effective review process.

· Application Due: February 15, 2016 (last possible submission date via Grants.gov will be February 10, 2016)

· Review: April 2016

· Site Visit: May/June 2016

· Notification: June 2016

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
Scientific Merit Review Board Updates:

Intent-to-Submit closes in ART on November 2nd at 8:00pm ET. 
· Application packages will be ready for download on Grants.gov after the ITS closes. 
· RFAs and the SF424 can be found only on the VA intranet. These documents are not available via Grants.gov.
Grants.gov/eRA opens for applications on November 15th. 

Down-to-the-wire deadline for Grants.gov/eRA on December 8th. 

Last possible submission deadline for Grants.gov/eRA on December 10th. 
eRA verification deadline on December 15th. 

Applications will then be reviewed in early March (March 1-3).
· Scores can be expected to be received soon after the meeting concludes, while summary statements can be expected to be received approximately a month after the meeting concludes. 
· Notification of review outcome notices can be expected to be received by mid-April. 
In addition to the Parent, Pilot, Deployment Health, and NRI RFAs, two Learning Healthcare System Initiative RFAs for Provider Behavior and Measurement Science will also be re-issued for this upcoming Winter 2016 cycle.  The Learning Healthcare System Initiative RFA for Centers Advancing Operations Research will not be re-issued.
Solicitation for HSRD awards will go out this week  This includes the USH Award for Health Services Research and three new HSRD awards initiated last year: best research paper, best mentor, and biggest health system impact.
HSRD has received a final report from a workgroup convened last spring, making recommendations on how to increase the level of patient engagement in different aspects of the research process.  The report covers how to capture Veterans health experiences in more systematic way; what can be reused by different projects; how to increase Veteran input into individual projects; and how to increase Veteran input into Center priorities.
The report includes guidance on how to do this without running afoul of FACA regulations.  We will be meeting with VHA partners prior to the December COIN meeting to learn about their efforts to increase Veteran engagement in their activities and will be discussing next steps at our December 1-2 COIN Directors Meetings.

CIDER Updates - Rani Elwy, Ph.D. 

HSR&D Investigator, Dr. Hardeep Singh was an invited expert reviewer for the Institute of Medicine Report entitled “Improving Diagnosis in Healthcare” which was published in September—the link to the report is here: 
http://iom.nationalacademies.org/Reports/2015/Improving-Diagnosis-in-Healthcare.aspx  Dr. Singh will be conducting a HSR&D Cyberseminar on this topic on Tuesday October 20—register here: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2005259989470192898 
1) HSR&D, HSR&D Cyberseminars and QUERI are all on VA Pulse!  Please join at www.vapulse.net using your VA email account.
https://www.vapulse.net/groups/hsrd
https://www.vapulse.net/groups/hsrd-cyberseminars
https://www.vapulse.net/groups/queri
2) HSR&D’s website is now featuring a spotlight on the Under Secretary for Health’s five priority areas—we are currently featuring an overview and an in-depth focus on access research, please go to http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/ to read more.
3) Several Office of Academic Affiliation Advanced Fellowships in Health Services Research are available—please see http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/default.cfm for more information.
QUERI Updates – Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
· The QUERI Program RFA was re-released (due date January 8th). For more information on funded QUERI Programs and Partnered Evaluations, please visit: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/
· QUERI is pleased to announce that the VA QI/IR Ethics & Compliance  Toolkit is now available.  This site was created by the Center for Implementation Practice and Research Support (CIPRS) with additional support from the HSR&D Center for the Study of Healthcare Innovation, Implementation and Policy (CSHIIP) as a clearinghouse of ethics and compliance resources for investigators who carry out quality improvement and implementation research.  The content is based on available resources from the VA Office of Research Oversight and National Center for Ethics in Health Care websites as well.  Special thanks to CIPRS and CSHIIP for taking the lead on this resource!

· Four New Partnered Evaluation Initiatives out of 10 submissions (5 to the RFA with the Office of Rural Health and 5 to the Parent RFA) were recently recommended for funding:
· Partnered Evaluation of the Social Determinants of Health and Healthcare Resource Needs of Rural Veterans (Teresa Hudson, with ORH)
· eHealth Partnered Evaluation Initiative (Tim Hogan, with Connected Care)
· Evaluation of the VACAA Section 303:  Capitalizing on Quantitative Metrics to Advance the Implementation and Evaluation of the Clinic Management Training Program (Julia Prentice, with 10NC)

· Advancing Healthcare Innovation: A Partnered-Evaluation of Geriatric Patient-Aligned Care Team (GeriPACT) Implementation (Jennifer Sullivan, with GEC)

· Local communication re: QUERI projects:  We have been recommending that QUERI Program leaders meet with local (i.e., facility) leadership to let them know about their Program/Partnered Evaluations, especially the local QI projects, and where appropriate, encourage their Facility Directors to nominate these projects for the Undersecretary’s Best Practices initiative on VA Pulse.
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