Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 20, 2014
1. Welcome and Updates on Research 
Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.

Holly H. Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.
2. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Request for media interview or comment can be handled one of two ways.
1. Preferable – notify your local center PAO.  The PAO can run the concurrence process through the regional PAO directly to OPIA.  This is typically the most efficient manner to address an inquiry.  If you let ORD Communications know, we can monitor the concurrence and encourage quick adjudication.
2. Notify ORD Communications – this method requires a few more steps and typically takes longer.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at Stephen.herring@va.gov .

3. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, NHA
Field was informed that the first TDA for project funding as well as the CC101 TDAs had gone out covering 72 days of funding – the length of the CR.  The field was informed that this would be their first quarter funding.  The feeling is that the amount of carryover out in the field along with the 72 days of funding was adequate for first quarter.  Stations were encouraged to execute their plan.  The field was also reminded that the majority of the FY14/15 dollars carried over should be obligated by 31 Jan 2015.  The plan is also to get funding for approved ShEEP and LAMb out to the field within 30 days. 



4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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1. Leigh Hochberg, MD, PhD is the new Director of the RR&D CoE for

Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology (CfNN). John Donoghue, PhD, the founding Director will remain with CfNN as an active researcher and mentor.  

Dr. Hochberg, is Associate Professor of Engineering at Brown University, a vascular and critical care neurologist at Massachusetts General Hospital, and a Senior Lecturer in Neurology at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Hochberg is a Fellow of the American Academy of Neurology and the American Neurological Association, and is the recipient of a Doris Duke Charitable Foundation Clinical Scientist Development Award, the Herbert Pardes Prize for Excellence in Clinical Research, and the Derek Denny-Brown Young Neurological Scholar Award.  His research is concentrating on neural decoding of motor cortex and the development of neural prosthetics for motor control.  He is sponsor-investigator of the BrainGate2 pilot clinical trial which is carrying out a VA sponsored evaluation of linking cortical motor control with the DEKA Arm, and a VA sponsored evaluation and further development of the technology for Veterans with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).  With Dr. Donoghue, Dr. Hochberg leads the Center’s Brain-Computer Interfaces research initiative. 


2. The Human Engineering Research Laboratories in Pittsburgh, under the direction
of Drs. Rory Cooper and Mike Boninger, are celebrating their 20th anniversary. 
Drs. Cooper and Boninger also direct the RR&D CoE on Wheelchairs and Associated Rehabilitation Engineering.  The Pittsburgh VA, University of Pittsburgh, and University of Pittsburgh Medical Center work in collaboration in these successful research efforts. Attached is a flyer describing the celebratory open house and events on Tuesday, November 4th.  
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REVIEW ITEMS

Summer 2014 Merit Review:
Notifications of intent-to-fund for Summer 2014 were sent to the PI, ACOS/R&D and AO via email October 1st.  These applications will have a status “to be paid” in the eRA Commons.  Applications not selected for funding will stay in a “pending council” status.  A summary of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO the 2nd week of October.

Fall 2014 SPiRE Review: 

Scientific merit review is underway. Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA on November 18th with intent-to-fund decisions by mid- December.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements will be sent to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Winter 2015 Merit Review: 
1. Letter of Intent (LOI):
The LOI submission deadline is November 1st for the December application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2.  LOI instructions for Merit applications are available on the RR&D website at:
http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  LOI instructions for Career Development can be found on the ORD Intranet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf.

LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  
Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Winter 2015 Merit Review.  
Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than November 21st.

2. Waiver Requests:
Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and off-site research are also due no later than November 1st for the December application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review.  Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. 
E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line: [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Winter 2015 Merit Review. 
3. Request for Applications (RFA) 
New RFAs for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2 applications are posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm by close of business tomorrow, October 3rd.  Matching Application packages will also be available on Grants.gov.  Previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications, including resubmissions, will need a new application package.
The application verification deadline for RR&D’s Winter 2015 cycle is December 15th, making the last possible submission date December 10th.
· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
HSRD is working with Jim Breeling and OIT to address ongoing local needs for data storage, analytic software, and support services that are not being consistently supported and which cannot be met by VINCI.   Workgroup aims to produce a memo outlining issues and a proposed set of recommendations that will be submitted from ORD to OIT.  Aim is to address misperceptions about researchers needs and what VINCI was designed to support and also to address varying interpretation of policy in the field.  

SMRB Updates:

Summer 2014 Cycle: A total of 159 applications were reviewed during SMRB; 6 SDR proposals (for the new RFA on Dual System Users), 5 NRI proposals, 50 Pilot Project proposals, and 98 IIR proposals. Scores, summary critiques, and Notification of Review Outcome letters have been released to all investigators. 

In total, 32 projects were funded:

20 IIR proposals

9 Pilot projects

1 NRI proposal

2 SDR proposals (Conditional Funding Approval)

Winter 2015 Cycle: 

The Gulf War Health Services SDR RFA has been reposted. The FOA is HX14-011 and the last day to submit is December 3rd. (Note: this is different than other deadlines).

Updated RFAs have been posted to Grants.gov and the ORD Funding Opportunities intranet webpage. 

HX15-001: Nursing Research Initiative RFA 

HX15-002: IIR Parent RFA

HX15-003: TBI RFA

HX15-004: Deployment Health (OEF/OIF) RFA

HX15-005: Parkinson’s Disease and Related Neurodegenerative Disorders RFA

HX15-006: Pilot Program 

HX15-010: CDA-2

The ITS is currently open in ART and will close November 3rd at 8pm EST. The first day to submit applications to Grants.gov is November 15th.

HSR&D-CDA updates:

On November 6, 2014 at 1:00 – 2:00 pm ET, Dr. Paul Shekelle (CDA Review committee chair) and CDA Program Manager, Robert Small, presented a Cyber Seminar entitled “HSR&D-CDA proposals and review process.” 

32 CDA proposals were reviewed at the 2014 Summer SMRB meeting from August 

26 – 27, and the top 6 rated projects will most likely be funded.  Summary statements were released the week of October 10, and ITF letters will be sent out Friday, October 17.

LOIs received in October will be reviewed the first week of November, 2014.

Reviewers are being sought for September’s RCS and promotion nominations, which should be completed by the week of Thanksgiving (November 28).

CIDER Updates:

FORUM:

The Fall issue of FORUM, the HSR&D Newsletter, is on the topic of Big Data.  The lead commentary is written by Dr. Steve Fihn of the Office of Analytics and Business Intelligence with a Research Response by Dr. Atkins.  The issue will be posted to the HSR&D web today and print copies will be distributed in two weeks.  

ESP Reports:

The following ESP reports are now available on the web (many Intranet only)

· Evidence Map of Tai Chi 

· e-Interventions for Alcohol Misuse [intranet only]

· Evidence Brief: The Quality of Care Provided by Advanced Practice Nurses [intranet only]Visual Dysfunction in Patients with Traumatic Brain Injury: 

· A Systematic Review [intranet only]

· The Effects of Shared Decision Making on Cancer Screening (intranet only)

Videos:
HSR&D has added seven new videos to its ongoing series, “Investigator Insights”.  The series features HSR&D researchers discussing their work and how it may impact care for Veterans. Topics featured in the new videos include traumatic brain injury;  cost and quality; quality improvement in substance use disorder; an overview of women Veteran’s health research; access to care for women Veterans; large-scale adverse event communication; and screening and intervention for intimate partner violence. The latest videos, sorted by upload date (9/30), are available on VHA YouTube channel and  all videos in the series, sorted alphabetically by topic, are also available on the VA HSR&D website.Four additional videos (implementation science; post-deployment mental health screening; two HSR&D career development awardees) will be uploaded next week. 

Cyberseminars:
Check the HSR&D website for a complete listing of upcoming and archived cyberseminars.  A select list of upcoming cyberseminars include: 

11/3/2014
Requesting Access to VA Data for Research & Operations - Hines, Denise  

11/4/2014
What we know about opioid adherence might surprise you: findings from a
 qualitative study of opioid use behaviors - Lewis, Eleanor 

11/6/2014
HSR&D CDA Proposals and the Review Process 

- Shekelle, Paul; Small, Robert 

11/6/2014
DART – The Data Access Request Tracker Application (VINCI) 

- Trautman, Tim 

11/10/2014
Effects of low-level blast exposure on the nervous system
- Elder, Gregory

HSR&D in the Literature:
Schultz M, Glickman M, and Eisen S. Predictors of Decline in Overall Mental Health, PTSD, and Alcohol Use in OEF/OIF Veterans. Comprehensive Psychiatry. October 2014;55(7):1654-64.
Olmsted C, Johnson A, Kaboli P, Cullen J, and Vaughan-Sarrazin M. Use of Palliative Care and Hospice among Surgical and Medical Specialties in the Veterans Health Administration. JAMA Surgery; September 24, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Goldstein K, Melnyk S, Zullig L, Stechuchak K, Oddone E, Bastian L, Rakley S, Olsen M, and Bosworth H. Heart Matters: Gender and Racial Differences Cardiovascular Disease Risk Factor Control among Veterans. Women’s Health Issues. September-October 2014;24(5): 477-483.
Ernst K, Hall D, Schmid K, et al. Surgical Palliative Care Consultations Over Time in Relationship to Systemwide Frailty Screening. JAMA Surgery. September 10, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Damschroder L, Lutes L, Kirsh S, et al. Small-Changes Obesity Treatment among Veterans: 12-Month Outcomes. American Journal of Preventive Medicine. September 9, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Tsai J and Rosenheck R.  Homeless and Non-Homeless Veterans Affairs Service Users Likely Eligible for the Medicaid Expansion. Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development 2014;51(5):675-84.
QUERI Program Updates:

· National Strategic Planning: The QUERI program held its Strategic Planning Meeting with the Center Directors and VHA leaders October 7-8, 2014 at the VHA National Conference Center. Highlights from the meeting included refinement of QUERI’s 5-year strategic goals focused on speeding the translation of research into practice, increasing impact of evidence-based care at the VHA frontline provider and policy levels, and promoting implementation and quality improvement science. 

· RISOME Supplement RFA: QUERI received over 50 Rapid Implementation Supplements for Operations & Methodological Enhancements (RISOME) applications. The goal of RISOMEs are to encourage the development of new tools or processes that promote implementation/QI strategies (e.g., organizational or QI assessments, population-based outcomes databases, budget impact assessment tools, etc.), cross-system comparisons and QUERI/VA/non-VA collaborations, development of frontline provider or practice networks, evaluations of regional or national VHA initiatives, and/or Veteran stakeholder involvement. 

· QUERI Supplemental Funding Opportunity for CSP Studies:  In coordination with the VA Cooperative Studies Program (CSP), QUERI has developed a supplemental funding program for current or recently completed VA Cooperative Studies to support the design and advancement of “implementation-ready” clinical treatments of proven effectiveness to ultimately reduce the gap between research and clinical practice. QUERI-CSP supplemental projects are limited to $50,000 per year for up to 2 years and are accepted on a rolling basis. Applications are limited to two pages and should address an implementation or quality improvement question designed to reduce barriers to uptake if the clinical treatment or practice is proven effective. For more information please contact QUERI Program Manager Linda McIvor (Linda.McIvor@va.gov). 

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D.
BLR&D and CSR&D review panels will meet between November 19 and December 12.  We expect to release scores within 10 business days of a review meeting.  We plan to post summary statements within 30 calendar days of a meeting.  Please do not contact SRO until summary statements are released. 
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No RSVP necessary
Free 3-hour parking in Bakery Square garage

Map and directions:
http://www.herl.pitt.edu/maps-directions
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