
The Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Office of Research 
and Development (ORD) and 
research offices at VA medical 
centers (VAMCs) across the 
nation held activities May 2-6 in 
recognition of VA Research Week. 

The long and accomplished 
history of collaboration between 
the VA Research program and 
academia was spotlighted May 4 
at the 2011 VA Research Forum 
activities in Washington, D.C.

VA Research Week is an annual 
event which recognizes VA research 
discoveries and innovations that 
advance health care for Veterans 
and the nation. Research Week also 
celebrates the Veterans who make 
advancement possible through their 
participation in VA research studies.

Kickoff events, hosted by ORD in 
collaboration with Veterans Service 
Organizations (VSOs) and the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC), took place at VA 

Central Office and on Capitol Hill. 

Leaders Speak Out 
Although VA Secretary Eric K. 

Shinseki was unable to attend 
the forum activities, he did issue 
a statement about VA research.

“The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has a legacy of extraordinary 
achievement in research and 
development,” the Secretary said.

“These achievements keep VA 
on the cutting edge of healthcare 
and ensure we can provide, to all 
generations of Veterans, the very 
best care and services which they 
have earned through their service to 
the Nation,” Shinseki concluded.

VA’s Chief Research and 
Development Officer, Joel 
Kupersmith, MD, was host and 

moderator for several events and 
discussion panels during the 
Washington kickoff activities and 
spoke about the importance of 
Veteran research participants. 

“They are our true partners in 
research and they continue to serve 
their fellow Veterans by participating 
in research,” said Kupersmith.

“We stand on the shoulders 
of the giants who started this 
program,” Kupersmith said of the 
VA research forefathers who 

Veterans, VA researchers from across the nation 
celebrate 65 years of collaboration with academia
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VA’s Chief Research and Development Officer Joel Kupersmith, MD, addresses the audience 
at the 2011 Research Week Forum in Washington, DC, May 4. The event hosted Veteran 
research participants and VA researchers along with their academic partners to celebrate 
more than 65 years of research collaboration.
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Stacieann C. Yuhasz, PhD, editor of the 
Journal of Rehabilitation Research and 
Development, holds the microphone for 
Veteran research participant Shanda Taylor-
Boyd as she poses a question for discussion.

“We stand on the shoulders 
of the giants who started this 
program.”

Joel Kupersmith, MD
VA’s Chief Research and 

Development Officer



created the ability for VA to 
collaborate with academic medical 
institutions. “I think they had 
tremendous foresight in joining the 
VA hospitals to academic medical 
centers to ensure the highest quality 
science for our nation’s Veterans.”

VA Chief of Staff John R. 
Gingrich provided keynote 
remarks, noting VA leadership’s 
proud support of VA research.

“This week, Central Office, 
along with our medical centers, 
academia, and our public and 
private partners, pays tribute to 
you and your colleagues across 
the country,” said Gingrich.

“Collectively, your efforts 
enable us to add up to world-
class health care for world-class 
Veterans,” he continued. 

“There’s no question about it, 
you are the bedrock of VA health 
care. You create new knowledge. 

More than that, you give us new 

understanding of old problems and 
new problems in treating the visible 
and invisible injuries of our war 
fighters. And by addressing a host 
of health issues that affect Veterans, 
from our greatest generation to our 
latest generation, the knowledge 
and understanding you unlock 
has the power to change lives 
for the better,” said Gingrich.

Forum highlights 
collaboration

Topics discussed at the VA Central 
Office Research Forum included:
•	 Celebrating Partnership 

with Academic Medicine
•	 The Advancement 

of Genomics and 
Women’s Health

•	 Research Discovery 
and Collaboration to 
Advance Health Care

•	 DoD Wounded 
Warrior Program

•	 VA and DoD Collaborative 
Research to Improve 
Veterans’ Lives.

The forum also offered the 

opportunity for Veteran research 
participants to share their 
stories of hope and healing.

Led by combat Veteran and 
country music singer/songwriter 
Stephen Cochran, audience 
members, as well as researchers 
from VA and academia were 
treated to a forum session that 
was full of emotion and hope.

“I can say that I am walking 

Veteran Ronald Clark speaks of his experiences as a VA research participant during the 2011 
Research Week Forum at VA Central Office May 4. Clark and fellow Veteran Carolyn Maki (left) 
were among eight Veterans who participated in discussions at the forum.

VA Chief of Staff John Gingrich provides 
keynote remarks at the Research Forum in 
DC.

Veteran research participant and country 
music singer/songwriter Stephen Cochran 
speaks at the Cannon House Office Building 
on Capitol Hill  May 4.
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“The knowledge and 
understanding you unlock 
has the power to change 
lives for the better.”

VA Chief of Staff John R. Gingrich

“I can say that I am walking 
because of VA Research 
and Development.”

Veteran Stephen Cochran



because of VA Research and 
Development,” said Cochran.

“What VA did was put together 
a team just for me. They realized 
every Veteran is different. My 
progress has been amazing and 
I owe it to the great team I 
have at the Nashville VA.”

Cochran was injured during a 
firefight in Afghanistan. After being 
told he might never walk again, 
Cochran decided to take part in 
an experimental procedure at the 
Nashville VA Medical Center. 

He is now back on his feet 
and doing all he can to raise 
awareness of VA research.

Guest Speakers
Guest speakers included:
•	 Ann C. Bonham, 

PhD, AAMC Chief 
Scientific Officer

•	 Army Col. Greg Gadson, 
Wounded Warrior Program

•	 E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA, Vice President for 
Medical Affairs and Dean of 
the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine.

•	 Gregg Zoroya, reporter 
for USA Today.

Zoroya summarized his coverage 

of war and the impact it has had 
on those who wage it. His time 
at the podium concentrated on 
his concerns and experience with 
what is considered the “signature 
injury” of the conflicts on Iraq and 
Afghanistan--traumatic brain injury.

“I was in Iraq in 2004 with a 
Marine battalion that was in intense 
fighting,” Zoroya said. “At that time, 
they did not recognize this was the 
way it was going to be, because 
mild traumatic brain injury in 2004 
was on virtually no one’s radar.”

Since then, VA research has 
made the study and understanding 
of traumatic brain injury one 
of its highest priorities. 

Gadson, who remains on active 
duty despite losing his legs from 
a roadside bomb, spoke about 
the Army’s Wounded Warrior 
Program and VA research.

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA, Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean of the University of Maryland School of Medicine, speaks to the 
crowd at a congressional reception on Capitol Hill hosted by Veteran Service Organizations May 4.
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Guest speaker Gregg Zoroya, a reporter for 
USA Today, speaks to attendees at the VA 
Research Forum.

“A substantial part of our 
emphasis is on transforming 
medicine.”

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA



“This is about taking care of 
the Veteran and servicemember,” 
said Gadson, “honoring the 
promise that the nation has made 
for those who put their lives on 
the line to serve the nation.”

Award-Winning Researchers
The following VA researchers 

were presented awards by Chief 
Research and Development 
Officer, Joel Kupersmith, MD:
•	 William	S.	Middleton	

Award:	Jerome Siegel, PhD, 
and J. Brice Weinberg, MD

•	 Olin	E.	Teague	Award:	
Peter Tuerk, MA, PhD

•	 Presidential	Early	Career	
Award	for	Scientists	
and	Engineers: Pamela J. 
VandeVord, PhD, and Rachel 
M. Werner, MD, PhD

•	 Paul	B.	Magnuson	Award: 
Richard F. Macko, MD

•	 Under	Secretary’s	
Award	for	Outstanding	
Achievement	in	Health	
Services	Research: Paul G. 
Shekelle, MD, MPH, PhD

•	 Samuel	J.	Heyman		Service	
to	America	Medal:	Matthew 
J. Friedman, MD

VA Research Events Around 
the Nation

VA research facilities around 
the country held a variety of 
activities, ranging from open 
houses for new administrative 
or laboratory space, to Veteran-
appreciation activities to 
honor and thank Veterans for 
their participation in research. 

Some facilities conducted 
research forums with keynote 

speakers, investigator presentations, 
and Veterans’ testimonials. Others 
showed research program slide 
shows, presented a variety of 
research awards, and displayed 
scientific posters, some with 
prizes as incentives.

VA’s Long History of 
Research

Since 1925, the Veterans Affairs 
Research and Development program 
has been improving Veterans’ lives 
through innovation and discovery 
that has led to advances in health 
care for Veterans and all Americans

The VA Research program, 
unique in that it is the only 
research program focused wholly 
on conducting groundbreaking 
research to meet the full spectrum 
of Veterans’ 
medical needs, is 
advantageously 
part of an 
integrated 
health care 
system with a 
state-of-the-
art electronic 
health record.

During the 2011 Research 

Week Central Office  activities, a 
magazine titled VA Research Today 
was released.  In addition, ORD 
released its annual report, The 
State of VA Research. Copies of the 
VA and Academic Affiliates video 
which was debuted at the Central 
Office Research Forum are also 
available. These magazines, in 
addition to an assortment of VA 
research-related materials, such as 
brochures, information booklets, 
and DVDs from our growing 
library of videos, are available using 
the contact information below.

VA Research Resources
For more information about 

VA research, please visit www.
research.va.gov/ResearchWeek. 
For questions or comments, 
e-mail Research.Publications@
va.gov or contact:

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Research and Development 

Communications
Suite 517

103 S. Gay Street
Baltimore, MD  21202

Veteran and country music artist Stephen Cochran (at podium) leads a panel 
discussion with Veteran research participants. All Veteran panel members agreed 
to share their stories in hopes of inspiring continued research participation.


