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Factors for a Successful 2013 Research Week Event

General Summary
As you prepare for Research Week, please keep in mind the elements that contribute to a successful event. The dates for 2013 Research Week: May 13-17, 2013. 
It is a prime opportunity to present a strong case to our senators and representatives for continued federal investment in VA research. Our elected leaders have limited time once they are in their home offices, so please issue your invitations now. If a member of Congress is unable to attend in person, please ask that he or she send a staff member. 
Another important group to include in your event is the Veterans for whom we conduct our research. It is especially important that we involve those who have participated in our studies and can attest to the value of our efforts to enhance patient care. I also urge you to invite the Veterans’ service organizations active at your medical center, because they are an essential source of support for our research programs.

Please try to develop a program that conveys the full breadth of VA research. Include examples from Biomedical Laboratory Services, Health Services, Rehabilitation Research services, and from Clinical Sciences. To maximize the impact of your presentations, you may wish to feature research conducted at your medical center as well as highlights of VA research accomplishments across the country. This year we would like to focus on how VA research directly benefits Veterans. Centers may elect how they select 1-2 Veteran stories where a direct link from the Researcher to the Veteran is highlighted. 
Research Week also offers an opportunity to bring the story of VA research to a broader audience by inviting the news media to cover our events. It is highly recommend that you involve your medical center public affairs officers in planning activities that will attract the interest of local print and electronic media outlets. You may also wish to invite associates at your affiliated medical schools, employees at your VA medical center, and high school or college students interested in research careers. 

As we approach our 18th annual Research Week celebrations, we know that we have developed an effective vehicle for publicizing VA research. We should all be eager to maintain this tradition and make it even better. Highlights from VAMCs will be published on the ORD website at the end of the year (see www.research.va.gov for the 2012 summaries). If you have questions, you may contact the R&D communications office in Baltimore at (410) 962-1800, ext. 273 or 223. Please take advantage of this year’s National VA Research Week to honor the essential contributions of VA research to our mission of caring for our Veterans. The theme for this year’s research week is “VA Research Inspires..”. We look forward to hearing about your plans for 2013.
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