ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 18, 2012
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
2. Communications Update – Suzana Iveljic
· The Office of Public Affairs is interested in promoting good news mental health research stories to the media.  We may soon be contacting you to work with your public affairs officer to identify mental health research that can be shared with the media.

· The Office of Research and Development once again thanks everyone who participated in our web usability studies.  We have incorporated many of your suggestions into our redesign, which is expected to be launched this summer.

· Reminder:  If you held a VA Research Week event at your local facility, please submit that summary along with any photos to Christine.Amereihn@va.gov by June 20th to ensure inclusion in our field summary report that will be placed on the web and mailed to out collaborators.

3.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn
1) Please take some time to visit the journal Nature website (provided in call notes) to see the paper (Reach and grasp by people with tetraplegia using a neurally controlled robotic arm) by Drs. Donoghue and Hochberg (among others). It includes four video clips of a women locked-in due to a brainstem stroke manipulating a robotic arm to lift a water bottle and bring it to her mouth for drinking. This is the first scientific peer reviewed paper to demonstrate the use of BCI to manipulate objects in 3-dimensional space.
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v485/n7398/full/nature11076.html 

Dr. Donoghue is Director of the RR&D CoE for Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology in Providence, RI and Dr. Hochberg is Co-Director

2) RRD is pleased to welcome Dr. Shirley Groer to our service on detail from the Tampa VA. Dr. Groer will engage in all Scientific Program Manager activities, primarily for the Mental Health/Social Reintegration program. We are very pleased to have her on board. 

We also welcome Lawrence Luo from Woodson HS in Fairfax, VA. Mr. Luo will serve a summer internship with RR&D.

3) For the upcoming scientific peer review RRD received a total of 302 applications. That represents 205 merit, 48 pilot (all resubmissions), 11 CDA-1, 31 CDA-2, and 7 Research Career Scientist applications. 

Review will occur in two sessions. August 7-8 and 14-15, 2012. 

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Sara J. Knight
CIDER News: 

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting—July 16-19, 2012

HSR&D and QUERI will hold their National Meeting at the Gaylord National Harbor in July.  The meeting theme is Transforming Veteran Healthcare through Partner-Oriented Research.  Over 300 research papers, workshops and posters will be presented, addressing topics such as mental health, TBI, post-deployment care, women’s health, chronic disease management, access to care, implementation science, and quality improvement.  Keynote speakers include USH, Dr. Randy Petzel, Dr. Russell Glasgow, Deputy Director, Implementation Science, National Cancer Institute, and Dr. Jeff Murawsky, Director, VISN 12. 

Dr. Mary Whooley Featured in JAMA’s Author in the Room series

VA HSR&D investigator Mary Whooley, M.D. will be featured as a part of JAMA's monthly "Author in the Room" conference series, to be held on Wednesday, June 20, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm (ET). Dr. Whooley will discuss her recently published article "Diagnosis and Treatment of Depression in Adults with Comorbid Conditions: A 52-Year-Old Man with Depression." 

The Author in the Room® is a partnership between the Institute for Healthcare Improvement and JAMA, and is designed to facilitate the transition of science into practice. For more information about Dr. Whooley's session, or about the Author in the Room® series, please visit the IHI website  http://www.ihi.org/offerings/VirtualPrograms/Author/2012JuneAIR/Pages/default.aspx 
HSR&D at Academy Health Annual Research Meeting

HSR&D will have two sponsored sessions and HSR&D investigators will be involved in 27 other paper or workshop sessions at this year’s AH Annual Research Meeting to take place Sunday, June 24 through Tuesday, June 26th.

Sponsored sessions are:  1) National Implementation of Patient-Centered Medical Home: Early lessons from the VA PACT Initiative, Chaired by Dr. Seth Eisen and 2) Genomic Health Services: Research, Implementation, and Policy in the VA, Chaired by Dr. Sara Knight.   

A special highlight at the meeting is that HSR&D Investigator, Hardeep Singh, of HSR&D’s Houston Center for Quality of Care and Utilization Studies will be awarded the Alice S. Hersh New Investigator Award.

Women’s Health Media Roundtable

On June 22, the VA Palo Alto Health Care System will hold a Veterans Research Media Roundtable featuring three VA HSR&D investigators:

· Susan Frayne, M.D., M.P.H., of HSR&D’s Center for Health Care Evaluation and Associate Director at the Women’s Health Center of Excellence at the VA Palo Alto Healthcare System, and Elizabeth Yano, Ph.D., M.S.P.H., Director of HSR&D’s Center for the Study of Healthcare Provider Behavior in Sepulveda, CA, will discuss the VA Women’s Health Practice-Based Research Network (PBRN), which supports clinical research that tests women’s health-related interventions and studies requiring the recruitment of women Veterans at multiple sites. 

· Rachel Kimerling, Ph.D., also part of CHCE and VA’s National Center for PTSD, will talk about military sexual trauma (MST) and women Veterans.  All Veterans who screen positive for MST are eligible to receive free VA healthcare services for both mental and physical conditions related to their MST.
The event is designed to serve as both a community and media information opportunity, and will be open to attending Veterans and their families, VA Palo Alto Healthcare System staff, and invited media. 
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. Ronald Przygodzki / Dr. Grant Huang
Spring 2012 Merit Review Cycle - Dr. Ronald Przygodzki
Last Friday we completed the Review Panel meetings for the BLR&D/CSR&D Spring 2012 cycle. We reviewed 492 Merit Proposal submission, 6 Pilot Projects, 60 Career Development CDA-2, and 2 Program Project applications.  The remaining scores should be released this week.  After release, scoring is available to the applicant in the Commons PI View.  Summary statements will be released by Panel over the next several weeks. It is also anticipated that funding decisions will be announced the week of July 23rd.

CSP NODES Update – Dr. Grant Huang
The Cooperative Studies Program (CSP) is pleased to announce the selection of 10 sites to participate in the Network of Dedicated Enrollment Sites (NODES) pilot initiative.  This initiative aims to provide efficiencies and economies of scale for CSP studies by establishing coordinated units of research personnel who are primed and ready to conduct multi-site clinical trials funded by CSP.  These units (or nodes) will collectively work to enhance performance in study recruitment, compliance, and operational aspects of running clinical trials both at local and national levels.  

The 10 sites and their directors are:

Boston – Terry Keane, Ph.D.

Dallas – Eric Mortensen, M.D. & James LePage, Ph.D.

Hines – David Leehey, M.D.

Houston – Faisal Bakaeen, M.D.

Long Beach – Tim Morgan, M.D.

Minneapolis – Frank Lederle, M.D.

Palo Alto – Trisha Suppes, M.D., Ph.D.

Portland – Merritt Raitt, M.D.

Salt Lake City – Daniel Clegg, M.D. & Christopher Stock, Pharm.D.

San Diego – Robert Henry, M.D.

Besides setting up the node at their facility, one of the first major tasks of the network will be to work together to establish best practices and policies for the network to help with enhancing study enrollment activities.  The ability to achieve success in initiative goals will guide future directions for the NODES initiative.

Further questions about the CSP NODES may be directed to csp@va.gov or David Burnaska, CSP Program Manger, at david.burnaska@va.gov.

CSP Studies in Planning:
CSP has studies in the following topic areas in planning or will be reviewing them at the upcoming July CSP scientific review meeting.  Given the stage of these studies questions regarding specific details should be discussed with the study proponent.  This information is also provided on the CSP website at:

http://www.research.va.gov/programs/csp/planning.cfm
CSP 587 – drug/device for heart failure – Inder Anand, M.D., Minneapolis VAMC

CSP 588 – coronary artery bypass graft surgery – Marco Zenati, M.D., Boston VAMC

CSP 589 – vocational rehabilitation for PTSD patients – Lori Davis, M.D. – Tuscaloosa VAMC

CSP 590 – suicide prevention – Ira Katz, M.D., Ph.D. – Philadelphia VAMC

CSP 591 – PTSD – Paula Schnurr, Ph.D. – White River Junction VAMC

CSP 592 – implantable cardioverter-defibrillators in heart failure – Steve Singh, M.D. – Washington D.C. VAMC

CSP 593 – lipid reduction for metabolic syndrome – Masoor Kamalesh, M.D., Indianapolis VAMC & Barney Elam, M.D., Ph.D. Memphis VAMC

CSP 594 – gout – James O’Dell, M.D. – Omaha VAMC

·  PRIDE – Dr. Lynn Cates

2012 VA IRB Chair Meeting.  An email went out this morning announcing the 2012 VA IRB Chair Meeting will be held August 14-15, 2012 in Baltimore, MD.  We are accepting registration from one IRB Chair per facility.  If you use your affiliate IRB, your affiliate IRB chair is welcome to attend, or you may send one of your VA representatives to your affiliate IRB.  If you use another VA facility’s IRB as your IRB of record, you may send one of your representatives to that IRB.  The deadline for registration is July 6.  We are strictly limited to 99 participants, so we encourage everyone to register as soon as possible because we may run out of room.

HRPP Accreditation.  The stop work order on the VA HRPP accreditation contract was lifted on June 4, 2012, and we have begun meeting with Alion.  Two former AAHRPP staff who are very familiar with the VA, Peter Vasilenko and Mike Pagliaro, have been hired by Alion to work on the VA HRPP accreditation contract.  Soundia Duche from PRIDE is beginning to contact VA facilities that were in the middle of the accreditation process so Alion can pick up where AAHRPP left off.   There is nothing other facilities have to do for now.  In a few weeks we will release the new re-accreditation schedule.   Facilities will either be due when their AARHPP re-accreditation application would have been due or, for facilities due in the next few weeks, the due date may be pushed back to accommodate the transition.  As has been announced before, facilities that kept their AAHRPP accreditation will be required to obtain Alion accreditation.  We will keep you posted.
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