Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, February 24, 2014
1. Welcome – Timothy O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D. 

2. Updates on Research – Holly Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.
3. Communications Update – Stephen C. Herring, MA
VA Research Week – May 19-23, 2014

VA Research Week is designed to call attention to the achievements of VA researchers and the role they play in providing high quality care for veterans and advancing medical science. It is an opportunity to educate veterans, our elected representatives, and others about research and its impact on treating and preventing disease and disability. This year's theme is VA Research: Making A Difference.
Please provide ORD Communications with your Research Week plan as soon as you can.

VA Research Week information can be found at: http://www.research.va.gov/news/researchweek/default.cfm 

VA Research Week event resources can be found at: http://www.research.va.gov/news/researchweek/resources.cfm 

4.
Service Updates:

RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, Ph.D.
Winter 2014 Merit Review:

Scientific merit review meetings begin tomorrow (Tuesday, February 25) through Monday, March 3. Scores will be released in eRA on March 5 and summary statements will be released on April 1 with intent-to-fund decisions by late April. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Spring 2014 SPiRE Review:

Grants.gov is open for Spring 2014 SPiRE application submission! All applications must meet the Monday, March 17 (as March 15 falls on a Saturday) eRA Verification deadline to be considered for this cycle. The Down to the Wire submission of applications deadline is 5 business days prior to the Verification deadline (March 10) and the Last Possible Submission date to submit applications is 3 business days prior to the Verification deadline (March 12). 

You should have received an email from RR&D program staff confirming receipt of your LOI for this Spring 2014 cycle; if you did not receive communication from RR&D identifying issues with your LOI by February 21, then it has been accepted and you may proceed to submit a full application. 

NOTE: 

· Please be sure you are working with an application package that was downloaded on or after February 5 – a new VA SF424 application package (Version C) was updated and added to Grants.gov on that date. Use of any previously posted VA SF424 application package will not be accepted. 

· A problem was introduced with sorting of the attachments in the Other Project Information #12 when the system converted to the Adobe Forms C. To avoid errors, the applicant must upload the attachments using the correct attachment file naming convention in the order specified in the FOA/RFA.

CoE and REAP Review:

RR&D program staff will send a notification of status for the CoE and REAP letters of intent by this Friday, February 28.

RR&D Staff:

Jay Freedman, PhD, will be retiring from VA the end of March 2014. Dr. Freedman has enjoyed a long and fruitful career in VA as a field investigator at the Hines VAMC, as well as serving ORD in many capacities. We will be having a festive send-off for Jay the last week of March. If you wish to send cards, messages, photos, or mementos for the event, please email messages to Ms. Gloria Winford (gloria.winford@va.gov) and send the rest to:

Ms. Gloria Winford

Department of Veterans Affairs

RR&D (10P9R)

810 Vermont Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20420

· HSR&D Update – Sara Knight, Ph.D.
HSR&D SMRB Updates

March 2014 Scientific Merit Review Board

HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will take place on March 04-07, 2014 2014 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA.  The Career Development Awards review panel, will meet in Washington, DC on March 4-5, 2014. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the SMRB meeting.

Next Merit Review Cycle – Summer 2014:
HSR&D will be posting updated RFAs in mid-to late-March for the Summer 2014 Merit Review Cycle. Please note that a revised VA SF424 has also been posted.  The HSR&D ITS in ART will open April 1 with a deadline of May 1. The first day to submit full applications to Grants.gov is May 15 with the last possible submission date for applications on June 12.
RFA (HX-14-011) Gulf War Veterans – the HSR&D Service Directed Research Award on Health Services Research on the Care of Gulf War Veterans. The ITS closed on February 10th, 2014. Proposals may begin to be submitted to Grants.gov starting on February 11th, 2014 and the down-to-the-wire deadline is March 10th, 2014. The last possible submission date is March 12th, 2014, as the eRA verification deadline is March 17th, 2014. 

A new RFA (HX-14-012) Dual Health System Use - The Health Services Research and Development Service and the Office of Policy and Planning will be announcing this Service Directed Research (SDR) award in the near future. This will be released coinciding with our next merit review cycle in May.  The primary purpose of the RFA is to capture dual use amongst veterans using the VHA Health Care system especially in the light of the Affordable Care Act. Many of the veterans who use VHA are also using healthcare from other providers’ like private insurers, Medicare, Tricare or Medicaid. The scope of the RFA will include multi-system health care use, its impact on the quality and efficiency of patient care, best practices for attaining high levels of cross-system care-communication and coordination, and unnecessary costs of care for the patient. The budgets for individual projects in this RFA will be capped at $200,000.

CIDER Updates:

Career Development Conference

Eighty participants attended the approved HSR&D Career Development Conference in Arlington, VA on February 12th.  Highlights of the meeting included a presentation on Partnering with Operations by Dr. Becky Yano; a presentation that provided tips for a successful research career within VA given by Dr. Hayden Bosworth, the recipient of 2013 Under Secretary for Health Award; a presentation on the medical journal peer review process by Dr. Christin Laine, Editor of Annals of Internal Medicine; six CDA awardee presentations; three concurrent workshops; and a poster session. 

State of the Art Conference (SOTA) on The Next Generation of Clinical Performance Measures

This invitation only SOTA was held virtually over the past two months and included four work groups who each met for three 90 minute sessions.  Work group leaders are now working on summaries of their work group deliberations that will be shared in a closing plenary session to hold in early Spring.   A sub group of the SOTA group will then meet to develop products from the SOTA that may include a research agenda, manuscripts, and/or white papers.  

External Meetings 

Many HSR&D investigators present at external meetings such as the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM) and AcademyHealth research meetings.  The new VA external meeting approval process requires VA employees to pre-register through the VA ACES website to request approval to attend.  The ACES website is now closed for SGIM.  If you have any investigators who are hoping to attend the AH meeting, please alert them that the deadline to pre-register in the VA ACES website is Friday, February 28th.   Other external meetings have different pre-registration deadlines so it best for people to check the ACES website for deadlines of meetings they hope to attend.  

Cyberseminars

Recent sessions that are now available on the web or via transcript are:  

PACT Implementation and Provider Job Turnover
Better Mental Health Scheduling
Strategic Plans in Women’s Health- Implications for Research and Program Evaluation
Upcoming cyberseminars include:

2/25/14  Sleep Disorders in Veterans with PTSD

3/4/14  Quality improvement and implementation support to improve use of guideline recommended practices for chronic opioid therapy

3/5/14  ACA-Health Equity/Disparities Connection

3/6/14  Updated QUERI Implementation Guide

Check the HSR&D Cyberseminars website for further information at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm 

Recent Publications

Werner R, Canamucio A, Shea J, and True G. The Medical Home Transformation in the Veterans Health Administration: An Evaluation of Early Changes in Primary Care Delivery. Health Services Research January 30, 2014; e-pub ahead of print.

Garfield L, Scherrer J, Hauptman P, et al. Association of Anxiety Disorders and Depression with Incident Heart Failure. Psychosomatic Medicine February 2014;76(2):128-36.

Tsai J and Rosenheck R. Uninsured Veterans Who Will Need to Obtain Insurance Coverage Under the Affordable Care Act. American Journal of Public Health March 2014;104(3):e57-62.

Gerber M, Iverson K, Dichter M, Klap R, and Latta R. Women Veterans and Intimate Partner Violence:  Current State of Knowledge and Future Directions. Journal of Women’s Health February 7, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.

QUERI Program Updates 
· The QUERI Research and Methodology Committee Meeting met February 4-5, 2014. The Committee reviewed strategic plans from the four QUERI Centers up for renewal (HIV/Hep C, Stroke, Ischemic Heart Disease, and eHealth) as well as progress reports from the other Centers (Diabetes, Mental Health, Substance Use Disorder, Spinal Cord Injury, Polytrauma, Chronic Heart Failure, and the Center for Implementation Practice and Research Support).

· QUERI has a new webpage highlighting impacts, funding opportunities, and research-operations partnerships (e.g., HIV-Hep C QUERI and Office of Public Health, CHF QUERI and Pharmacy Benefits Management): http://www.queri.research.va.gov/partnered_research.cfm 

· Service-directed Projects (SDP) and Rapid Response Projects (RRP) Winter 2014 cycle: 5 SDPs and 21 RRPs were submitted. The SDP review was held February 20th, 2014 and the RRPs will be reviewed by early March, 2014. Final decisions will be made by mid-March 2014.

· QUERI Partnered Evaluation Centers: The QUERI Program, in partnership with the Caregiver Support Program, Care Management and Social Work Services (CM/SWS, 10P4C), solicited concept papers to establish a Partnered Evaluation Center (for up to 2 years, and $400,000 per year) to support the VHA Caregiver Support Program in the evaluation of program components under the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010. Three concept papers were approved in January 2014 and full proposals will be reviewed in early March. Additional Partnered Evaluation Centers have been established with the Office of Nursing Services, Office of Patient-Centered Care and Cultural Transformation, and Specialty Care Services

· The QUERI national evaluation is ongoing and interviews of VHA leadership and field investigators are occurring through spring 2014. 
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Amanda Hunt, Ph.D.
1.   JIT is ready for all applications selected for funding from the Fall 2013 cycle. If you haven’t already, please instruct applicants to start completing JIT requirements.

2.   The deadline for new applications to BL/CS for the Spring 2014 cycle is March 12.

3.   IMPORANT: We remind you that you should only use application packages downloaded from grants.gov on or after February 5.  The original package had an error in the RESEARCH & RELATED Senior/Key Person Profile form. All applicants should be using the RESEARCH & RELATED Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) form. 

4.   We have recently discovered a problem with uploading applications to eRA this cycle. Attachments are being inserted into the final PDF application in the order they are being attached. For instance, if you attach an appendix after you attach the specific aims, the appendix will remain between specific aims and research plan, and not be moved to the end of the proposal, as would usually be the case.  So, each attachment for an application must be uploaded using the correct attachment file naming convention in the order specified in the RFA. If you receive an error, please withdraw your application and resubmit with the attachments in the correct order. We are sorry for any extra work this will cause. Please be assured that if you are down to the wire and do not have the opportunity to withdraw and resubmit, we will not penalize you. All applications will be accepted into our receipt and referral process. 
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