Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, March 16, 2015
1. Welcome - Holly H. Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.

2. Data Inventory - James L. Breeling, M.D.
Reviewed the OIG report – VHA cited for poor research data management over the data lifecycle including inability to provide an inventory of research data. OIG quarterly reporting now before Congress.  To close the recommendation, OIG wants to be assured that the controls and monitoring activities were working as intended.  Recent memo from CRADO mandates each research location create and maintain a Research Data Inventory.  Dr. Jim Breeling will be releasing an FAQ to help answer questions resulting from the memo.  This will be the first stage of larger efforts to manage research data including projects designing more on-line storage capability, policies and practices designed to meet White House and OMB mandates for open data, as well as OIG mandates to protect the data we generate.  

The deadline for certifying compliance is April 15th (three months from the January 15th memo date). If sites are unable to self-certify compliance, they should e-mail me to request an extension. I will ask the site for some information about the extension – how many protocols do they believe need to be in the inventory and how many they have information on currently. 

Questions and issues relating to this should be addressed to james.breeling@va.gov.

3. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Research Week:

As mentioned before,  2015 is the 90th Anniversary of VA Research.  This year’s Research Week will be from May 18 – 22, 2015 with the theme “VA Research – 

90 Years of Excellence.”  

National VA Research Week—generally held the third week in May —offers an exceptional opportunity to focus national attention on how VA Research has improved Veterans’ lives. Research Week involves a variety of integrated efforts, such as special events at VA facilities across the country; synchronizing and coordinating local and national media outreach; informing congressional leadership about VA Research achievements; providing information to Veterans and prospective VA researchers; hosting a radio media tour; and deploying VA leadership to selected field sites. These efforts work synergistically to strengthen support at the local and national level. The overall effect is to enhance VA’s reputation across all key stakeholder groups. 

We ask for your support and commitment to making this a memorable Research Week and will be in touch as we further develop the 90th Anniversary Research Week campaign. Contact information, a list of field events and resources can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/default.cfm .

Research Topic Information:

ORD has a list of key areas of study available on the ORD website.  A current overview of noteworthy past and current research is provided as well as a one-page printable fact sheet.  The research topic overviews can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/topics/default.cfm .

4. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
Mr. Dunlow reiterated that the alert which addressed proper expenses using the VERA Research Support dollars had been pulled.  There is no timeline currently available on when this issue will be reviewed by the NLC.  Mr. Dunlow also discussed and alerted the field that VHA’s Debit Card pilot was successful and the VHA CFO’s office plans to have implementing guidance to the field sometime in April.  This debit card was piloted as a mechanism to pay veterans for items which had previously been paid in cash through the Agent Cahiers at the facilities.  We believe that this same debit card mechanism could provide an answer to reimbursing our research participants.  He advised the field watch for this guidance on the debit card in the coming months.  Mr. Dunlow again talked about the need to execute prior year dollars.

5.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Karen L. Siegel
Centers of Excellence:

· There has been recent interest in VA Centers from oversight groups. We thank those of you who have responded to requests for information in support of these activities.  Last week, Rehabilitation Research and Development Service (RR&D) staff provided informational briefings to both the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and House Veterans Affairs Committee (HVAC) on the RR&D Centers of Excellence (CoEs) program. The GAO briefing covered all 13 CoEs, with special attention on RR&D review and annual reporting requirements. Feedback from GAO on RR&D processes was generally positive. The HVAC briefing occurred in collaboration with Patient Care Services and focused on the research and care of Veterans with amputation, including a discussion of centers. HVAC provided a receptive setting to share the impacts of RR&D researchers to improve the care and function of Veterans with amputation.

Quad Charts:

· We also thank the investigators who submitted one slide summaries of their projects known as Quad Charts in response to our recent requests. Quad Charts for all active projects were submitted to Dr O’Leary at the end of February. As new projects start, Quad Charts will be requested as a JIT element.

Paul B. Magnuson Award:

· Nominations are being accepted through September 1st.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. 

Scientific Review: 

· Winter 2015 Merit Review:

Scientific merit review meetings were held February 24 through February 27. Scores were released in eRA on March 6.  Summary statements will be released in eRA on March 31 with intent-to-fund decisions sent via email by late April. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

· Spring 2015 SPiRE Review:

March 16 is the eRA Verification deadline for applications to be considered for this cycle. SPiRE applications will be reviewed editorial style with each assigned reviewer giving the application a single, global score (highly meritorious = 1; average merit = 3; or, below-average = 5) that reflects the overall scientific merit and potential to improve the health and health care of Veterans. Scores and summary statements will be released at the same time in eRA on May 18 with intent-to-fund decisions finalized by mid-June. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

· CoE and REAP Review:

RR&D will host a CoE/REAP review on April 9, 2015 at the VHA National Conference Center in Crystal City, VA. 

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
March 2015 Scientific Merit Review Board
HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board was held on March 3-5, 2015 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA. A total of 154 applications will be reviewed in the SMRB meetings.  This includes 108 IIRs, 39 Pilots, and 7 NRI proposals.  A total of 24 applications will be reviewed in the CDA review panel. Scores were released March 10th to PIs via their eRA Commons accounts.  Summary statements will be released to the field on April 6 with final funding decisions expected in mid-April. 

RFA (HX-15-017) Gulf War Veterans Service Directed Research (SDR)
The Gulf War Veterans SDR has been re-posted for a third submission. The RFA and SF424 application are now available for download.  A letter of intent is required by each investigator who intends to submit an application.  Please email Patricia.Kelley2@va.gov and Victor.Kalasinsky@va.gov the Title, Principal Investigator’s name and VAMC location, as well as a brief abstract outlining the proposed research project. The down to the wire submission date is April 29th with the last possible submission date May 1st.

Next Merit Review Cycle – Summer 2015:
HSR&D will be posting updated RFAs in mid-to late-March for the Summer 2015 Merit Review Cycle. 
Please note that the new NIH Biosketch template will be required for these applications. Detailed instructions can be found in the currently posted VA-ORD SF424 Guide.

The HSR&D ITS in ART will open April 20th with a deadline of May 1st (at 8:00pm EST). The first day to submit full applications to Grants.gov is May 15 with the last possible submission date for applications on June 12.
Interim SMRB Program Manager
As you may have heard, John Midolo will be taking a new position with the Charleston, SC VAMC as their new R&D AO effective March 23rd.  We offer special thanks to John for his outstanding service to HSRD and wish him well in his new job.  During the interim as we reorganize SMRB responsibilities, please direct any SMRB questions to Liza Catucci, HSRD AO, liza.ctucci@va.gov
or to Guillaume Cheron.  He can be reached via email at Guillaume.Cheron@va.gov. 

QUERI Updates - Amy Kilbourne, Ph.D. 

The QUERI/OABI Veterans Choice Act evaluation RFA applications were due March 9th; the goal is to provide support to the field in enhancing implementation and evaluation activities related to the Veterans Choice Act evaluation and represents an innovative and ongoing partnership with OABI.
Two updated request for applications for QUERI program funding in FY16 and beyond have been posted in eRA commons and the ORD website and reflect changing VA priorities as well as input on the QUERI program based on a recently completed national evaluation and strategic planning meeting in 2014: 
1. QUERI Program RFA:  VA investigators are eligible to apply for QUERI Programs if they propose projects with operations partners to achieve a national VA priority goal (e.g., VHA Blueprint for Excellence, Choice Act) through quality improvement and implementation science methods. The Program Intent to submit due date is May 1, 2015, proposal due date is June 1, 2015.
2. Partnered Evaluation RFA: Alternatively, the QUERI Partnered Evaluation initiative supplement RFA is available to support VA investigators who are involved in more directed evaluation work involving a single operations partner who contributes the majority of funding. Intent to submit/Proposal due dates are rolling (next: April 3/ May 7, 2015).
These new RFAs are based on input from VA and field investigator leadership, and were informed by recommendations stemming from the 2014 QUERI national evaluation, strategic planning meeting, and updated VHA priorities (i.e., Blueprint strategy 7h). 
QUERI plans to hold informational calls for the RFAs on Tuesday March 17th and Tuesday March 24th, at 3:30 pm ET (VANTS access code 69858).
Please contact QUERI Program Manager Linda McIvor (Linda.McIvor@va.gov)  if you have any questions in regards to the updated Program RFA, or Angela Whatley (Angela.Whatley@va.gov) in regards to the Partnered Evaluation RFA.

FY 2015 funds previously swept due to VA reorganizational efforts has been restored with the condition that they be used to support implementation evaluation efforts towards the Veterans Choice Act. Special purpose funds (i.e., QUERI, especially those used for individual research projects) have been under particular scrutiny by VA finance, which is why QUERI had to suspend current RRP/SDP request for applications.  HSR&D Merit Review applications have been and are open to funding implementation-focused research studies, while future QUERI funding will need to focus more on operations/QI efforts.
As a result of the Choice Act, MyVA, and other VA national transformational initiatives, VHA is changing, and VHA programs, including QUERI, will need to change in response to these changes and in anticipation to future needs. QUERI programs will need to show how they are responding to these updated VA priorities; hence QUERI is releasing the updated RFAs that address VA national priority goals through more implementation-focused projects that span programs/operations partners.  Moreover, the reorganization and the updated RFA is also in response to potential changing roles for many of QUERI’s operational partners particularly for specific conditions, and increased scrutiny of funding multiple Centers in the field.
Given the many demands on VHA, it is unlikely that QUERI will successfully compete for funding unless we can show that is provides high value on a national, rather than on a regional or program office-specific basis, and that its efforts significantly influence the quality of care delivered to Veterans nationwide.  
At the same time these changes provide substantial opportunities to broaden the implications of QUERI’s role in VA and beyond. These new RFAs will provide opportunities for not only expanded funding but possibly new Programs in the field. 
CIDER Updates
HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting: We are still seeking to finalize a date and location for the Summer HSRD QUERI National meeting. Our initial date fell through and we are now investigating throughout July and in second week of August, in DC/Baltimore or Philadelphia. 
Call for abstracts closed March 16. We look forward to lots of great submissions!

Cyberseminars
Recent sessions include:
3/9/2015: Veterans' interactions with VHA care prior to suicide: Implications for VHA providers, Steve Dobscha and Lauren Denneson
3/9/2015: Social Media: Part 1) From Personal to Public Health & Part 2) A Press Release is not Enough (follow-up session), Eli Perencevich and Austin Frakt
3/5/2015: Conducting a Research Study Using VINCI, Tim Trautman
3/3/2015: Admitted to the hospital, and in chronic pain--what is the inpatient care team to do?, Hilary Mosher
Visit the cyberseminar archive for 24/7 on-demand viewing of these and other sessions.
Upcoming sessions of interest include:
3/18/2015: PACT in Academic Medical Center Primary Care Clinics: A Focus on Access and Continuity, Jane Forman and Claire Robinson

3/18/2015: Choosing Wisely and Overuse: Prevalence, Variation and Reform, Carrie Colla

4/9/2015: Qualitative Grant Writing, Alison Hamilton

Visit the cyberseminar catalog to register for these and other upcoming sessions.

HSR&D in the Literature
Bair M, Ang D, Wu J, et al. Evaluation of Stepped Care for Chronic Pain (ESCAPE) in Veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan Conflicts: A Randomized Trial. JAMA Internal Medicine. March 9, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
Tsai J and Rosenheck R. VA Disability Compensation and Money Spent on Substance Use Among Homeless Veterans: A Controversial Association. Psychiatric Services. March 1, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
Cohen B, Shi Y, Neylan T, Maguen S, and Seal K. Antipsychotic Prescriptions in Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder in Department of Veterans Affairs Healthcare, 2007-2012. Journal of Clinical Psychiatry. March 3, 2015, e-pub ahead of print.
Davis M, Maddox T, Langner P, et al. Characteristics and Outcomes of Women Veterans Undergoing Cardiac Catheterization in the Veterans Affairs Healthcare System: Insights from the VA CART Program. Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes. February 24, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
Simonetti J, Lapham G, and Williams E. Association between Receipt of Brief Alcohol Intervention and Quality of Care among Veteran Outpatients with Unhealthy Alcohol Use. Journal of General Internal Medicine. February 18, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Amanda Hunt, Ph.D.

BL/CS has received over 600 applications for the Spring 2015 round.  We are in the process of receipt and referral.  Stations will be notified by the end of the month when subcommittees and assignments are complete.
Due dates for the fall have not changed.  The down to the wire deadline is September 8 and the final day to submit to grants.gov is September 10.

The stations may send requests for subcommittee assignment or requests to recuse reviewers to our review mailbox at any time: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov
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