Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, April 20, 2015
1. Welcome – Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.

2. Data Inventory - James L. Breeling, M.D.
Reviewed the OIG report – VHA cited for poor research data management over the data lifecycle including inability to provide an inventory of research data. OIG quarterly reporting now before Congress.  To close the recommendation, OIG wants to be assured that the controls and monitoring activities were working as intended.  Recent memo from CRADO mandates each research location create and maintain a Research Data Inventory.  Dr. Breeling released an FAQ to help answer questions resulting from the memo.  This will be the first stage of larger efforts to manage research data including projects designing more on-line storage capability, policies and practices designed to meet White House and OMB mandates for open data, as well as OIG mandates to protect the data we generate.  

Dr. Breeling mentioned the deadline extension to October 2015 and also discussed the process for reporting “missing data” that may be discovered missing as part of the Research Data Inventory.

All questions and issues relating to this should be addressed to james.breeling@va.gov.

3. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Research Week:

As you already know, this year’s Research Week will be from May 18 – 22, 2015 with the theme “VA Research – 90 Years of Excellence.”  

We ask for your support and commitment to making this a memorable Research Week and will be in touch as we further develop the 90th Anniversary Research Week campaign. Contact information, a list of field events and resources can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/default.cfm .

Research Topic Information:

ORD has a list of key areas of study available on the ORD website.  A current overview of noteworthy past and current research is provided as well as a one-page printable fact sheet.  The research topic overviews can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/topics/default.cfm .

4. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
Mr. Dunlow reported that ORD continues to work with central office to facilitate a solution to reimbursing our research participants.  We understand that central office has or will put in place a debit card solution imminently and it is our intent to use that system to satisfy our requirement.

Mr. Dunlow also reviewed the management philosophy of the Two-year Research Appropriation.  We are moving towards a basic business model that attempts to obligate the dollars of a given fiscal year within 18 months.  Projects are funded at a level to cover requirements in a given fiscal year.  We attempt not to provide next year or subsequent fiscal year funding requirements with current year dollars; subsequent year requirements will be funded with the then current fiscal year.  The luxury of our two year appropriation does however afford us the capability to carry a limited amount of funding (from a management perspective) into the next fiscal year.  This flexibility allows us to react to the uniqueness of project level funding and the dynamics of getting projects started on time or items procured for a particular project.  Central office feels that six months is adequate time to obligate dollars that were carried over into the next fiscal year.  Specifically related to this year’s status, Mr. Dunlow reminded the field that they had a suspense of 24 April to provide explanations as to current balances of prior year dollars on station.
5.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Karen L. Siegel
Awards:
· Nominations for the Paul B. Magnuson Award are being accepted through September 1.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html.

· Dr. Charles Drebing, from the Bedford, Massachusetts VA has been awarded a Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP) for Social and Community Reintegration Research (SoCRR) with a start date of May 1, 2015.  The goal of this REAP will be to focus on critical areas of community reintegration, including employment, education, and interpersonal relationships in Veterans with psychiatric disabilities.

· Dr. Mark Tuszynski from the San Diego VA will receive 5 years of funding from RR&D to support the Gordon Mansfield Spinal Cord Injury Consortium, a milestone-driven, cooperative program to develop a cell-based therapy to repair the chronically injured spinal cord.  Through a public-private partnership, the Craig H. Neilsen Foundation will provide matching funds to conduct studies of long-term survival (up to one year) after cell transplantation to determine the safety of transplanted cells for future clinical trials in humans. 

· Dr. Walter Penk, a psychologist retired from VA, will be awarded the American Psychological Foundation’s 2015 Gold Medal for Life Achievement in the Practice of Psychology at the APA Convention in Toronto on Friday, August 7.  The award recognizes a distinguished career and enduring contribution to advancing the professional practice of psychology.  There also will be an opportunity to congratulate Dr Penk in person at VA Psychology Leadership Conference in San Antonio in May.

National Pain Strategy:

· The Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee (IPRCC) was charged to develop “a comprehensive population level health strategy for pain prevention, treatment, management, education, reimbursement, and research that includes specific goals, actions, time frames, and resources” as recommended in the IOM Report on Relieving Pain in America. VA has representatives on the committee (Audrey Kusiak) and six working groups:  Pain Education for the Professional (Mac Gallagher), Pain Education for the Public (John Piette and Keith Humphreys), Population Health (Joseph Goulet), Public Health: Disparities (Diana Burgess), Public Health: Care and Prevention, and Public Health:  Service Delivery and Reimbursement (Bob Kerns).

The IPRCC has distributed their National Pain Strategy draft. Individuals with interests in advancing the fundamental understanding of pain and improving pain-related treatment strategies are encouraged to comment through May 20.

Federal Register Notice for Public Comment: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/04/02/2015-07626/draft-national-pain-strategy 
Link to National Pain Strategy Draft:

http://iprcc.nih.gov/docs/DraftHHSNationalPainStrategy.pdf
Requests for Pull-back and Redistribution of Funds:
· RR&D will carefully consider on a case-by-case basis requests for pull-back and redistribution of funds. The amount requested for redistribution and the timing of the request within the project and fiscal year will affect the likelihood of approval. Please understand that pull-back and redistribution of funds has negative implications on budget planning for current and out years. It disrupts the careful fiscal planning we do to ensure the maximum number of new award starts each year.  


Merit Review:
Winter 2015: 
· Scientific merit review meetings were held February 24 through February 27. Scores were released in eRA on March 6. Summary statements were released in eRA on March 31. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO this week.  

· Intent-to-fund decisions were sent via email on April 15. Applications selected for funding will have a status “to be paid” in the eRA Commons early this week.  Applications not selected for funding will stay in a “pending council” status.

· Please direct any questions you may have about the review of a Career Development application to Karen Lohmann Siegel, PT, MA, Deputy Director, RR&D at (202) 443-5619 or karen.siegel@va.gov. 

· Questions about Merit Review applications should be addressed to the Scientific Review Officer listed on the meeting roster within the summary statement.

CoE and REAP:
· The scientific merit review meeting was held on April 9.  Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA in late April.

Spring 2015 SPiRE:

· Scientific merit review is underway. Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA on May 18 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid- June. 

Summer 2015:

Letters of Intent:

· The LOI submission deadline is May 1 for the June application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2 applications.   LOI instructions for Merit applications are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  
LOI instructions for Career Development can be found on the ORD Intranet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf.

LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Summer 2015 Merit Review.  

Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 22.

Waivers:

· RR&D is pleased to inform you that partial off-site waivers will be a JIT requirement beginning with the Summer 2015 review cycle.  As a reminder, all locations where a portion of the project will be performed must be listed in the Project/Performance Site Locations Form of the SF424 application and the work clearly described in the research plan.  

· Eligibility, full off-site (i.e., all experiments will be performed at a non-VA site) and budget duration and/or cap waivers remain a pre-application requirement and are due no later than May 1 for the June application submission.  Applications submitted without these required approvals will be returned without review.  Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. 

· E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Summer 2015 Merit Review. 

Applications

· RFAs for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2 Career Development applications are posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.

The application verification deadline is June 15, making the last possible submission date June 10.
· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
SMRB Updates – Liza Catucci:

· A total of 164 applications were reviewed: 108 IIR proposals, 39 pilot proposals, 7 NRI proposals, and 10 SDR proposals.
· Scores, Summary Statements and Notifications of Review Outcome have been released to applicants.
· 27 proposals received intent-to-fund notifications:

· 19 IIR proposals

· 6 Pilot proposals

· 1 NRI proposal

· 1 SDR proposal
· 5 CDAs will receive intent-to-fund notifications this week.

SMRB August 2015
· The HSR&D ITS window will open on 4/30/15 and close on 5/12/15
· Applications will be accepted in eRA/grants.gov from 5/15/15 to 6/15/15
· RFAs are being revised and will be released to the field by4/23/15
· We are hoping to release 3 new RFAs this week in response to a Learning Health Care System initiative included in the President’s Budget for ORD.  These cover: 
· Operations Research
· Measurement science
· Provider behavior
· Deadlines for these new RFAs will be the same as the existing RFAs.  Previously submitted proposals that meet the objectives of the new RFAs can be submitted under these RFAs as resubmissions with responses to reviewers.
For SMRB related questions including the ITS and Application process, please contact Guillaume Cheron, HSR&D Program Support Assistant, at (202) 443-5729 or E-mail: guillaume.cheron@va.gov
CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi: 

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting
Meeting will be held July 8-10 in Philadelphia. Abstracts being reviewed, decisions should go out by the end of April.
VA Healthcare for Women Veterans: Medical Care Supplement
This special Supplement includes new research findings related to the planning, organization, financing, provision, evaluation, and improvement of health services and/or outcomes for women Veterans and women actively serving in the military.  In addition to 21 articles, the Supplement features several editorials that describe emerging areas of women's health research, particularly following the 2014 Veterans Choice Act.  The complete issue is available online.

Cyber seminars
Recent sessions include:
3/18/2015: Choosing Wisely and Overuse: Prevalence, Variation and Reform, Carrie Colla

4/9/2015: Qualitative Grant Writing, Alison Hamilton
Visit the cyber seminar archive for 24/7 on-demand viewing of these and other sessions.

Upcoming sessions of interest include:

4/21/2015: Innovations in Healthcare Informatics: Inaugural Presentation, Lucila Ohno-Machado

4/27/2015: Disparities in Healthcare Quality Indicators among Adults with Mental Illness: A systematic review, Jennifer Gierisch and Uchenna Uchendu

5/7/2015: Creating a Patient Engagement Workbook for Research Teams, Sarah Madrid
Visit the cyberseminar catalog to register for these and other upcoming sessions.

HSR&D in the Literature

Shore S, Ho P, Lambert-Kerzner A, Glorioso T, Carey E, Cunningham F, Longo L, Jackevicius C, Rose A, and Turakhia M. Site-Level Variation in and Practices Associated with Dabigatran Adherence. JAMA. April 14, 2015;313(14):1443-50.
Cooper A, Jiang L, Yoon J, Charlton M, Wilson I, Mor V, Kizer K, and Trivedi A. Dual System Use and Intermediate Health Outcomes among Veterans Enrolled in Medicare Advantage Plans. Health Services Research. April 6, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
Bekelman D, Plomondon M, Carey E, Sullivan M, Nelson K, Hattler B, McBryde C, Lehmann K, Gianola K, Heidenreich P, and Rumsfeld J. Primary Results of the Patient-Centered Disease Management (PCDM) for Heart Failure Study: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA Internal Medicine. March 30, 2015;e-pub ahead of print.
Ulmer C, Bosworth H, Germain A, et al. Associations between Sleep Difficulties and Risk Factors for Cardiovascular Disease in Veterans and Active Duty Military Personnel of the Iraq and Afghanistan Conflicts. Journal of Behavioral Medicine. March 27, 2015;e-Pub ahead of print.
QUERI Updates - Dr. Amy Kilbourne:

The Intent to Submit for the updated QUERI Program RFA is due May 1.  QUERI programs should be focused on a specific impact goal directly aligned with a VA national priority supported by operations partners through projects that involve essential areas of expertise, QI, and implementation science. The proposal due date is June 1, 2015

For more information on QUERI national priorities please see the updated QUERI strategic plan: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/about/strategic_plans/QUERIStrategicPlan.pdf
BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Alex Chiu, Ph.D.

The merit review staff supporting BL and CS R&D has accepted 618 research applications for review in the Spring 2015 round.  These include Gulf War research applications and the first set of proposals using MVP data.  All applications have been assigned to review subcommittees.  The subcommittees will be meeting between May 21 and June 11.  We expect funding decisions to be announced by late July.
Please note that the deadline to submit Letter of Intent for Career Development Award applications and for Clinical Trial applications has been moved earlier to May 1.  

Please also note that the due dates for requesting waiver to exceed budget cap and requesting non-clinician entry (eligibility) have not changed and remain June 1.
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