Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, April 21, 2014
1. Welcome and Updates on Research – Holly Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.
2.  
Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Nearly 30 VAMCs have now submitted their research week plans, THANK YOU!  But this is only half of last year’s participation rate!  Please continue to submit your Research Week plans, even if only in draft format so we may note your center as ‘active’ on our RW website. 

Activities noted thus far include:
1. poster sessions

2. speaker presentations

3. keynote presenters from affiliate medical schools

4. center tours

5. breakfast and lunch seminars

6. research training sessions

7. Veterans and PI recruitment events

8. invited congressional reps and VSO dignitaries –please notify us asap if rsvp’s for attendance is received

See the list of VAMC plans and agendas as they are updated weekly on our website:

http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/field_events
Get with your public affairs officer to help plan and advertise your events if needed. There are draft media/news releases/congressional invite templates/VSO invite templates and forms on the RW website/resources.

All research offices should have received updated brochures, research week designation, and research week posters; if you would like additional copies please send us a request asap.

2014 research week logos and graphics are available: http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/resources


3. Execution of FY14 Fiscal Program – Allen Dunlow
I am placing a significant amount of time in trying to increase our execution rates.  At Mid-Year, we were over 16% below our plan.  This level of under execution garners the attention at the Secretary level.  Prior year balances remain high.  As of the end of March, we had over $33,000,000 still out in the field.  I am working prior year funding status as if it was end of year.  I will start to ask for detailed plans of how you plan to execute these prior year dollars.  Please attempt to zero out your prior year balances now. 

Please refer to the Mid-Year Budget Update I sent out last week for a more in-depth discussion of this and other topics.  We must do all we can to get our spending more in line with our annual appropriation.  Two main strategic goals I’m trying to head to (1) all prior year dollars obligated by the end of 2nd quarter of the current year and (2) bring carryover amounts in line with what is projected in the budget.

4. Nonprofit Program – Kimberly Collins, MBA
The 2013 Annual Report is due to the Nonprofit Program Office by June 1, 2014.  It is imperative that these be on time as the entire report must be compiled and through the concurrence process by December 30, 2014.  

We have one new Multi-NPC with Miami and Orlando.  That makes 83 NPCs with 5 Multi-NPCs.

Conflict of Interest Training is now available on TMS, if your NPC already has COI training, you will not be required to use this training, however you must be trained annually.  Internal Controls Training (due within the first 90 days of appointment or hire) is also available on TMS.  This training must be used and is available for VA and non-VA participants.

VHA Handbook 1200.17 will be undergoing revisions this FY to be placed in the concurrence process by January 2015.

5.
Service Updates:

RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Global Innovations for Rehabilitation

Richard F. Macko, MD

Director of RR&D CoE: Maryland Exercise and Robotics Center (MERCE), Baltimore

Professor, Neurology, Medicine, Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation Science 

The American Heart Association and American Stroke Associations AHA-TV, highlighted the Anklebot, a robotic device under investigation by the MERCE for incorporation into rehabilitation therapy for gait. The Anklebot was selected as one of 15 global innovations of the year for the field of stroke. 

Check out the site below to see the Anklebot in action.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTFkbdJ4Xug
Third Annual Symposium on Regenerative Rehabilitation: McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine

April 10 – 11, 2014 in San Francisco

Regenerative Rehabilitation is an emerging field that translates discoveries in tissue engineering and cellular therapies into treatments that benefit the functional outcomes of patients. 

Keynote Speaker: Stephen G. Waxman, MD, PhD

Title of keynote: “Chasing Men on Fire: Sodium Channels as

Therapeutic Targets in Rehabilitation Research”

VA: Director RR&D Center of Excellence for Restoration of Nervous System Function, West Haven

Yale University: 
Director, Center for Neuroscience and Regeneration Research

Bridget Marie Flaherty Professor of Neurology

Professor of Neurobiology and Pharmacology

Winter 2014 Merit Review
Notifications of intent-to-fund were sent to the PI, ACOS/R&D and AO via email on Friday, April 18th.  These applications will have a status “to be paid” in the eRA Commons early this week.  Applications not selected for funding will stay in a “pending council” status.  A summary of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO this week.  

Spring 2014 SPiRE Review

Scientific merit review is underway. Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA on May 19th with intent-to-fund decisions by mid- June. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements will be sent to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Timeline for Summer 2014 Merit Submission: 
· The LOI submission deadline is May 1st for the June application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2.   LOI instructions for Merit applications are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  LOI instructions for Career Development can be found on the ORD Intranet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf.   LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Summer 2014 Merit Review.  

Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 23rd.
· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and off-site research are also due no later than May 1st for the June application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review.  Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. 

E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Summer 2014 Merit Review. 

· RFAs for Merit, CDA1 and CDA2 Career Development applications are posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm. 

· The application verification deadline is June 16th, making the last possible submission date June 11th. 

· We anticipate having funds available to start awards as soon as they are in full compliance.

CoE and REAP Review

The application verification deadline is July 18th, making the last possible submission date July 15th. 

Paul B. Magnuson Award

Nominations are being accepted through September 2nd.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
SMRB Update:

Spring 2014 Merit Review RFA (HX-14-011) Gulf War Veterans – the HSR&D Service Directed Research Award on Health Services Research on the Care of Gulf War Veterans. 7 ITS were received by February 10, 2014.  The last possible submission date was March 12th, 2014, with an eRA verification deadline is March 17th, 2014. Proposals will be reviewed in June 25, 2014.

Summer 2014 HSR&D Merit Review Program:

Please note that a Revised VA SF424 Application Guide (Revised: January, 2014) has been posted. Please carefully review the most recent changes highlighted in GREEN before beginning your application submission. The new/revised instructions contained in this version of the Application Guide will be enforced by HSR&D.  All HSR&D RFAs for the Summer 2014 merit review have been posted and updated to reflect changes to VA SF424, changes highlighted in YELLOW.  

The first day to submit applications to eRA/Grants.gov will be Thursday May 15; the down to the wire submission date is Monday June 9th; the last possible submission date for applications is Wednesday June 11th; eRA verification will be completed on Monday June 16. The last opportunity to submit an application and utilize the 2 business day examination window is Monday June 9th – the 2 day review period will be on Tuesday June 10th and Wednesday June 11th, with any changed/corrected applications entered no later than 6:00 pm Eastern on June 11th. Submissions on June 11th cannot use the 2 business day examination window as any resubmission after this date will miss both the submission deadline (June 11th) and the eRA verification deadline (June 16th). 
A new RFA (HX-14-012) Dual Health System Use - The Health Services Research and Development Service and the Office of Policy and Planning will be announcing this Service Directed Research (SDR) award in the near future. This will be released coinciding with our next merit review cycle in May.  The primary purpose of the RFA is to capture dual use amongst veterans using the VHA Health Care system especially in the light of the Affordable Care Act. Many of the veterans who use VHA are also using healthcare from other providers’ like private insurers, Medicare, Tricare or Medicaid. The scope of the RFA will include multi-system health care use, its impact on the quality and efficiency of patient care, best practices for attaining high levels of cross-system care-communication and coordination, and unnecessary costs of care for the patient. The budget for the RFA will be capped at $200,000.

If you have any questions regarding the Merit Review process, please contact John Midolo, Scientific Merit Review Program Manager, at 202/443-5752 or john.midolo@gov.gov. 

CIDER Updates:

Under Secretary for Health Award

Timothy J. Wilt, M.D., M.P.H., is the recipient of the 2014 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research–the highest honor for a VA health services researcher. Dr. Wilt is a Professor of Medicine and staff physician at the Minneapolis VA Health Care System and University of Minnesota Medical School; he's also a core investigator with HSR&D's Center for Chronic Disease Outcomes Research (CCDOR).

Dr. Wilt will be giving his USH Award talk this afternoon at 3pm ET via cyberseminar.  The title of his talk is “Improving the Value of Health Care-A VA Health Services Researcher’s Journey to Identify, Communicate and Implement High Value Care.”

Health Services Research John M. Eisenberg Article-of-the-Year Award
HSR&D investigators Austin Frakt, Ph.D., and Steven Pizer, Ph.D., part of Health Care Financing & Economics (HCFE) located at the VA New England Healthcare System in Boston MA, and their colleague, Roger Feldman, Ph.D., part of the School of Public Health at the University of Minnesota, will receive the Health Services Research journal's 2013 John M. Eisenberg Article-of-the-Year Award for their paper titled "Plan Provider Integration, Premiums, and Quality in the Medicare Advantage Market ." The paper assesses the relationship between plan-provider integration (i.e., plans and providers that are owned or controlled by the same entity) and quality, premiums, and benefits. The study is relevant to the developing health industry landscape because the Affordable Care Act includes incentives for plan-provider integration, which is, therefore, expected to become more prevalent.

Cyberseminars

Visit the HSR&D website register for upcoming cyberseminars or to view archived sessions. http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm 

Recent cyberseminar sessions that are now available on the web or via transcript are:

The Power of Observational Data to Compare Treatments for Type 2 Diabetes on Long-Term Outcomes

PACT: part 1. Assessing Reactions to PACT Implementation: The Team and Individual Role Perceptions Survey (TIRPS), part 2. Burnout and Working to Top of Competency in VA Primary Care

Prevention of Wrong Site Surgery, Retained Surgical Items, and Surgical Fires: A Systematic Review
An Overview of Decision Analysis
Measuring Laboratory Use and Results Using the VA DSS National Lab Data

VistA Evolution Program’s Vision and Identified Knowledge Gaps

Upcoming Cyberseminars include:

4/21/2014 -- 2014 Under Secretary Award- Improving the Value of Health Care- A VA Health Service’s Researcher’s Journey to Identify, Communicate and Implement High Value Care Timely 

4/23/2014 -- Recommendations for Conducting Cost-Effectiveness Analysis: Elements of the Reference Case

4/29/2014 -- Benefits and Harms of Femtosecond Laser Assisted Cataract Surgery: A Systematic Review

4/30/2014 -- Estimating the Cost of an Intervention 

5/5/2014 -- Assessing Race and Ethnicity 

5/6/2014 -- Patient, Provider and Organizational Interventions for Managing Osteoarthritis in Veterans
Recent HSR&D Citations

Gabrielian S, Yuan A, Anderson R, Rubenstein L, and Gelberg L. VA Health Service Utilization for Homeless and Low-Income Veterans:  A Spotlight on the VA Supportive Housing (VASH) Program in Greater Los Angeles. Medical Care May 2014;52(5):454-61.
Pugh M, Orman J, Jaramillo C, et al. The Prevalence of Epilepsy and Association with Traumatic Brain Injury in Veterans of the Afghanistan and Iraq Wars. The Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation. April 1, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Crum-Cianflone N, Bagnell M, Schaller E, Boyko E, Smith B, Maynard C, Ulmer C, Vernalis M, and Smith T. Impact of Combat Deployment and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder on Newly Reported Coronary Heart Disease among U.S. Active Duty and Reserve Forces. Circulation. March 11, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Maciejewski M, Bosworth H, Olsen M, et al. Do the Benefits of Participation in a Hypertension Self-Management Trial Persist after Patients Resume Usual Care? Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes March 2014;7(2):269-75.
Fu SS, van Ryn M, Sherman S, et al. Proactive Tobacco Treatment and Population-Level Cessation:  A Pragmatic Randomized Controlled Trial. JAMA Internal Medicine March 10, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
QUERI Updates:

Spring 2014 RFAs:
Please note that all QUERI RFA solicitations have been updated to reflect the recent changes made to the VA SF424 Application Guide (Revised: January 2014). The new/revised instructions contained in this version of the Application Guide will be enforced by QUERI. Please be sure to carefully read the VA SF424 Guide and revised RFA(s) prior to beginning your Grants.gov application. All QUERI RFAs for the Spring 2014 review cycle have been posted and updated with all changes highlighted in YELLOW. 

As a reminder, due to these revisions, the new FOA/RFA numbers for the three QUERI solicitations posted in Grants.gov are: 

· HX14-020: Service Directed Project (SDP) Merit Review Award

· HX14-021: Rapid Response Project (RRP) for Existing QUERI Focus Areas Merit Review Award

· HX14-022: Rapid Response Project (RRP) for Partnered Research (Outside of QUERI Focus Areas) Merit Review Award

The first day to submit applications to eRA/Grants.gov was April 15th; the down to the wire deadline is Wednesday, May 7th; the last possible submission date for applications is Friday, May 9th by 6:00pm local time.  

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – William Goldberg, Ph.D.
Update on the Spring 2014 Review Cycle 

BLR&D and CSR&D have accepted a total of 603 applications for the Spring 2014 review cycle, which includes 544 Merit Review Awards, 3 Pilot Projects and 56 Career Development Awards. This is roughly equivalent to the total number of applications we reviewed for the Fall 2013 cycle.

Review meetings for the Spring 2014 review cycle will take place from Monday, May 19 through Friday, June 13. The meeting schedule for all review panels is available on the ORD internet page at http://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/merit-rev-calendar.cfm.

A significant number of applications were submitted this cycle with an incorrect Federal Identifier in Box 4a and/or Box 8 of the Cover Form, making it impossible for the eRACommons system to process the application and calculate a correct application number. We were able to recover all of these applications and manually process them. We strongly urge all Signing Officials to carefully check the information in Box 4a and 8 prior to submitting an application.  We may not always be able to recover these applications and this may lead to an application not being reviewed.

BLR&D and CSR&D administratively withdrew 33 applications during the Receipt and Referral process. The reasons for rejecting these applications included:

The application was submitted after the deadline (submission and verification)


The application contained more than 4 pages of References Cited


The References Cited had no titles


The line spacing was 7 lines/vertical inch (max is 6/inch)


The font density was greater than 16 characters/horizontal inch (max is 15/inch)


The font density in the Figure Legends was greater than 20 characters/inch


The application contained hyperlinks to video clips 


A Clinical Trial application was submitted without an approved LOI

We want to remind everyone that violations of font density and/or line spacing requirements are determined from the final eApplication in eRA Commons, not the source Word documents or individual PDF files that are attached to an application package for submission. 


Dr. Grant Huang has asked me to pass on the following update on Clinical Trials Registration.

ORD registers and posts results for its funded clinical trials on clinicaltrials.gov.  As part of a concerted effort to ensure compliance with Section 801 of the Food and Drug Administration Amendments Act, clinical trial investigators will be notified by email by the ART team if their study meets requirements for results posting.  These emails will provide instructions and contacts for any questions on the process.  If you have any general questions about clinical trials registration or results posting, please contact your service’s clinical trials program manager.  
These individuals are:

For HSRD – Jane Altemose  (Jane.Altemose@va.gov)

For RRD – Tiffany Asqueri (Tiffany.Asqueri@va.gov)

For CSRD – David Adjasoo (David.Adjasoo@va.gov)

For CSP – Grant Huang (grant.huang@va.gov)
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