    ORD Field Conference Call Notes

For Monday, May 18, 2009


 
 (If you have any questions regarding the notes, please contact the staff member who presented the agenda item.)
1. Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD 
2. Guidance - Tim O’Leary 
All research staff including WOC's and IPAs must be fully credentialed prior to beginning any activities related to research. In addition, if their

profession requires privileges to work in the clinical area, they must apply for clinical privileges at the facility where they will be working. The

credentialing must be done through VetPro for all staff that are licensed and for all unlicensed physicians, nurses, clinical pharmacists and clinical psychologists. The research office must also receive written notification from HRM that the person has been officially appointed as a compensated employee, a WOC, or an IPA prior to allowing them to begin work. 

It is extremely important that this process be followed for WOCs and IPAs. Again, they cannot work in any capacity on a research protocol until they have received an official appointment from HRM.

If you are aware of any research team member that has not completed the credentialing and, if applicable, privileging process, they must be removed from all research activities and the issue must be reported to the ACOS/R&D and HRM.  The COS must also be notified if the person is required to have clinical privileges and has not obtained them form the VA facility.   Please refer to VHA Handbook 1100.19 and VHA Directive 2006-067 for further information on credentialing and privileging. Refer to VA Handbook 5005 for information on VA appointments. 

3. Service Updates: 
a.     PRIDE – Lynn Cates

ORD and ORO have received several reports of Research Compliance Officers assuming responsibilities of the IRB. On Monday, May 18, 2009, ORO sent clarification to the field including “…RCOs have (a) no independent authority to require or approve modifications to the IRB-approved protocol or informed consent, and (b) no authority to require or approve specific remedial actions, such as requiring investigators to revise informed consent documents, requiring investigators to obtain missing signatures or dates, or requiring investigators to seek ‘renewed’ consent or ‘re-consent’ from subjects.”  Please contact your ORO Regional Office if you have questions.

b.    RR&D – Michael Selzer/Patricia Dorn/Ricardo Gonzalez

1)     Reminder about Paul B. Magnuson Award

The Rehabilitation Research & Development Service will be accepting nomination packets for the Paul B. Magnuson award through June 12, 2009. The Magnuson award is the highest honor RR&D bestows upon a Rehabilitation Researcher. Full information about the award is in Handbook 1203.6 located at: http://www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/by_service.cfm#RRD. Contact Patricia Dorn if you have any questions (patricia.dorn@va.gov)

The details about compiling the package will appear in the minutes of this call.

Procedure to Compile Nomination Package:

Nomination packages are to be prepared by the Associate Chief of Staff (ACOS) for R&D, and submitted by the health care facility Director to the Director, RR&D at VA Central Office. The package consists of:

(1)   A statement from the VA facility Director presenting the rationale for the nomination.

(2)   A summary of the nominee’s research achievements, specifying contributions to knowledge, to the advancement of the field, and the specific relevance to veterans and VHA (not to exceed three pages.) Additional evidence of the impact of the nominee’s work may be submitted in any form (not to exceed six additional pages).

(3)   Nominee’s complete and current curriculum vitae and bibliography.

(4)   Letters of support from the local R&D Committee and the Dean’s Committee of the local medical school.

(5)   A letter of support from an investigator (who is not an employee of the nominee’s VA health care facility or a member of the faculty at the affiliated medical school).

Nomination packages should be sent electronically to rrdreviews@va.org. In the subject line enter “Magnuson Award Nomination.”

Review Process:

All applications are reviewed by an ad hoc review group to include rehabilitation professionals from both within and outside VA. The review group will recommend one nominee to the Director, RR&D. Upon approval, the Director recommends that candidate to the Under Secretary for Health, through the Chief Research and Development Officer (CRADO).

Award:

Awardees receive a $5,000 cash award and a plaque. Awardees with a currently funded, nationally peer-reviewed research project (VA Merit Review or non-VA research support) also receive an additional $50,000 per year for 3 years to support that research.

2)     Upcoming Review Cycle

Grants.gov / eRA Commons is now open for submission of Merit and Pilot applications. The Submission window will close Monday, June 15th. Do not wait until the last days to submit. If you have any warnings or errors your application will not make it through in time.

All Career Development and Research Career Scientist Applications are due by June 15th also. They are submitted by email to rrdreviews@va.gov
Review is August 25 – 26 (Tuesday & Wednesday) in DC.

3)     Pre-Announcement for Solicitation: RR&D Centers of Excellence & Research Enhancement Award Program 

Solicitations for CoEs and REAPs will be appearing late summer. Specific priority areas to-be-announced, as they are dependent upon final funding decisions from the current CoE & REAP solicitation. LOIs likely due early fall and full applications late fall.

c.     BLR&D – LeRoy Frey

This is LeRoy Frey. I would like to remind everyone of some recently announced changes in the BLR&D and CSR&D Career Development Program

In order to improve proposal review efficiency, the Career Development letter of intent (LOI) and proposal submission cycles are being changed for BLR&D and CSR&D.  

Applications due on June 15, 2009 will be reviewed on the current schedule for the Fall 2009 cycle, and the June 15, 2009 deadline counts as one of the three cycles of “eligibility” for approved LOIs. 

Subsequently, the due dates for proposals will be September 1 and March 1 with the LOI due dates being June 15 and December 15, respectively. 

LOIs will be accepted June 15, 2009 for proposal submission September 1, 2009.  There is no change to the LOI submission process.  

Please also note that the June 15, 2009 LOI deadline will be the last cycle that BLR&D and CSR&D will accept LOIs for applications at the CDA-1 level without prior approval of the Service Director.  We believe that there are very few areas of investigation in which the CDA-1 process is required for VA to obtain the needed research workforce.  After the June 15, 2009 LOI deadline, a small number of CDA-1 LOIs may be allowed by the Service Directors under special circumstances.

The mechanism for BLR&D and CSR&D Career Development proposal submission for cycles after June 15, 2009 will be announced at a later date. 

Questions about the BLR&D and CSR&D Career Development Program should be directed to me at leroy.frey@va.gov or 202 461-1664.

d.    CSR&D/CSP – Grant Huang

The Cooperative Studies Program is pleased to announce that the following study has been approved for planning.

CSP #571 – “Drug-eluting Stents vs. Bare Metal Stents in Saphenous Vein Graft Angioplasty (DIVA)”

Study Chair:  Emmanouil S. Brilakis, MD, PhD – Dallas VA Medical Center

CSP Coordinating Center:  Palo Alto

For further information, please email:  emmanouil.brilakis@va.gov
Additionally, the CSP has the following studies in planning which may be in the process of recruiting potential sites:

CSP #573 – Topic:  Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease

Study Proponent:  Stuart Spechler, MD – Dallas VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  stuart.spechler@va.gov 
CSP #574 – Topic:  Community Acquired Pneumonia

Study Proponent:  G. Umberto Meduri, MD – Memphis VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  gianfranco.meduri@va.gov 
CSP #576 – Topic:  Major Depressive Disorder

Study Proponent:  Somaia Mohamed, MD, PhD – West Haven VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  somaia.mohamed@va.gov
CSP #580 – Topic:  Pneumonia in Nursing Homes
Study Proponent:  Ali El Solh, MD, MPH – Buffalo VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  solh@buffalo.edu  

Interested individuals may also send an email to csp@va.gov and any inquiries will be directed to the appropriate individual(s).

e.     HSR&D – Seth Eisen

June 15 Merit Review deadline:

HSR&D received 276 ITS notifications for the June 15, 2009 proposal submission deadline.  Of the 276 ITS notifications, 102 were for pilot projects.

HSR&D would like to emphasize the importance of initiating the proposal submission process early.  To ensure that any problems that may arise are satisfactorily addressed, we strongly encourage submission to Grants.gov no later than June 8, 2009.

Center of Excellence Review:

HSR&D reviewed 5 Center renewal applications on Tuesday May 12th.  Center site visits are scheduled for the weeks of May 19th and 29th.  Funding notifications will be distributed by June 30th.

QUERI

Dr. David Atkins will attend the National Leadership Board on May 19-20 to provide information about the QUERI program and projects to VHA leaders.

HSR&D Publications:

The Spring issue of FORUM, the HSR&D newsletter, will focus on Comparative Effectiveness research. The issue will include a Commentary article by Dr. Peter Almenoff, ADUSH for Quality and Safety and a research Response article by Dr. Paul Barnett, Director of HSR&D’s Health Economics Resource Center, and three Research Highlight articles. The issue will be posted to the web next week at www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum. Print copies will be mailed in early June.

4. Update on VA Research Week 2009 activities – Gina Clemons 
We hope everyone received the promotional material including Research brochures, posters, and videos that were sent out last month for local use during your research week activities.

The 2nd annual Washington/ VA Central Office event had a great turnout again this year again with more than 600 participants during the 3-day program. Day 1 included hearings at the House and Senate sides with research presentations and veterans’ panels.  Day 2 was filled with award and speaker presentations at VACO, followed by a reception on Capitol Hill in the evening. Day 3 included more speakers and a veterans’ panel at the Washington VAMC.

A final detailed summary will be available on our website within the next few weeks.

We also hope you had successful events at your centers, or some still to come.  If you have already sent in your research day/week summary reports for this year, thank you!

If your events are over and you have not had a chance to send in your summary, along with photos, please do so at your earliest convenience and send it to Christine.amereihn@va.gov (in outlook).

Christine Amereihn

VA R&D Communications

(410) 962-1800 x273

In addition, the R&D videos, produced by our office in conjunction with VA Research Week, are available online at www.research.va.gov/ResearchWeek – click on Media tab. These videos include the R&D overview video that was spotlighted during Research Week kickoff activities. The compilation also includes videos on 13 areas of VA research: Cancer; Cardiovascular Disease/Stroke; Diabetes; Genomics; Health Equity; Hearing Loss; Pain Management; PTSD; Prosthetics; Spinal Cord Injury; Traumatic Brain Injury; Vision Loss; and Women’s Health.”

John Borlik

VA R&D Communications

410.962.1800  x238

5. Q&A 
Announcements:

The next ORD Field Conference Call is scheduled to be held on Monday, June 15, 2009 at 1:30 pm ET. The dial in number remains the same as above.
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