ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 17, 2013

1. Welcome –  Timothy O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D. 

2. Schedule B Appointments - Holly Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D., 

You have been informed that you can start using Schedule B again to hire new part-time staff with specialized scientific or technical expertise who are working on research.  All full-time researchers should be on Title 38 MSA.  Please send email to Dr. Holly Birdsall with name of staff, verification they will be part-time, and POC in HR office.
3. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Each ACOS Research should take the time to meet with their local PAO and provide them with updates as to the research activities within the research center.

Encourage VAMC PAO/Academic Affiliate PAO relationships.

Please notify ORD Communications when a press release is sent out in reference to R&D related subject @ stephen.herring@va.gov and mitch.mirkin@va.gov.

4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Patricia Dorn, Ph.D.
RR&D Field Call Notes for June 17, 2013

1.  The Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research (SPiRE) RFA is posted on the website.  You can find this document at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/RX13-011.docx.
2.  RR&D is currently processing applications for the August 2013 scientific peer review. We anticipate more than 200 applications(Merit, CDA-1, CDA-2, RCS and SRCS) representing the various research program areas. Thank you all for reconfirming that your SAM registration was in order. 

3.  Nominations are being accepted for the Paul B. Magnuson Award.  This is the highest honor RR&D bestows upon a rehabilitation research investigator.  For more information about the award and nomination packet, go to  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html#start.
4.  ORD research was highlighted in a Sunday, June 2nd Baltimore Sun front page story. The article describes Dr. Larry Forrester’s  ankle robotics intervention for stroke survivors and the promising trend emerging in gait and balance improvements.  Dr. Forrester is from the Baltimore VAMC and a member of RR&D’s CoE  Maryland Exercise and Robotics Center of Excellence (MERC).  Dr. Forester’s Anklebot research  began with a Career Development Award from RR&D in 2004.

See www.baltimoresun.com. 
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· HSR&D Update – Karen Lohmann Siegel, PT, MA
For HSR&D’s Summer 2013 (June) Merit Review program, 210 Intent to Submit (ITS) were received and approved by the deadline (May 1).  Total IIRs received are 136; pilot projects (PPOs) received total 68; and total Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) projects received are 6.  In comparison, 237 total ITS were received for the Winter 2013 (December) Merit Review cycle.

 

The first day to submit HSR&D Merit Review applications to Grants.gov was Wednesday, May 15, 2013. Early submission was strongly advised and late applications will not be reviewed.  The verification deadline for applications submitted in the eRA system is June 17th.  In order to meet the verification deadline and have time to correct any problems, applications must be submitted and accepted in Grants.gov on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 10th.  Submitting on or prior to June 10th will allow time, during the two business day examination period, for the PD/PI and AOR/SO to carefully review the electronic image of the proposal (eApplication in eRA Commons) and correct any format, content or transmission errors.  PLEASE CHECK the e-application for problems with font type, font size, margins, characters per inch and lines per inch.  PIs are advised to print out a page of the Research Plan AFTER it has been submitted and MANUALLY check for these types of errors as eRA does not generate an error message for them.  E-applications which do not meet formatting and content requirements will be administratively withdrawn and not reviewed.  No exceptions will be made.

The last possible date for submission in Grants.gov is on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 12th.  Waiting to submit on June 12th is not recommended because the two business day examination period cannot be used to review and resubmit a changed/corrected application at this time. New or changed/corrected applications submitted after June 12 will NOT meet the June 17 (as June 15 falls on a Saturday) eRA verification deadline and therefore will not be accepted for review.

For questions regarding the Summer 2013 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov.

USH Award for Excellence in Health Services Research

Hayden Bosworth, PhD, is the recipient of the 2013 USH Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research.  The award is the highest honor for a VA health services researcher. Dr. Bosworth, a developmental health psychologist and health services researcher, serves as Associate Director of HSR&D's Center for Health Services Research in Primary Care at the Durham, NC VAMC. Dr. David Atkins presented the award to Dr. Bosworth on Monday, May 13th at a ceremony that kicked-off the Durham Research Week activities.  Dr. Bosworth will give his award talk via Cyber seminar on Tuesday, June 18th at 2pm ET.  USH, Dr. Randy Petzel is expected to provide opening remarks on the cyber seminar.

Collaboration to Enhance and Advance Transformation and Excellence Initiative (CREATE)

CREATEs are made up of 3-5 coordinated and partnered research projects in a focused research area.  HSR&D now has ten funded CREATEs and we want to let you know that information about each CREATE and the operational partners is now available on the HSR&D website at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/create/  

The research areas addressed by the CREATEs are:

· Advancing MRSA Infection Prevention

· Evidence-Based Therapies for PTSD

· Improving Quality and Safety through better Communication in PACTs

· Improving Rural Veterans’ Access/Engagement in Evidence-Based Mental Healthcare

· Improving Therapeutic Decision-Making through Veteran-Centered Population Analytics

· Long Term Care

· Pain Management and Patient Aligned Care

· Promoting Value & Access in VA’s Substance Use Disorder Services

· Transforming Prevention into Action

· Women Veterans Healthcare

Centers of Innovation

HSR&D has recently funded 19 new Centers of Innovation (COINs).  COINs provide effective mechanisms and incentives to reward research and partnerships and ensure research impact on  VHA policies, health care practices, outcomes for Veterans, and the field of health services research.  COIN funding will begin October 1, 2013.

Special Supplement to Journal of General Internal Medicine (JGIM) focuses on Women’s Health

The health and healthcare of military and Veteran women is an important VA priority.  The goal of this Supplement is to disseminate new research findings; highlight research that can lead to improvements in care (both within and outside VA); and raise awareness of, stimulate interest in, and increase research about the healthcare of women Veterans and women in the military.  The Supplement was sponsored by HSR&D through the VA Women’s Health Research Consortium and includes 16 manuscripts.  The supplement is based on six main topics identified in the 2010 VA agenda-setting conference for women’s health research led by Dr. Becky Yano and colleagues.  

Topics include:  1) Access to care and rural health, 2) Primary care and prevention, 3) Mental health, 4) Health concerns associated with military deployment, 5) Complex chronic conditions/aging and long-term care, and 6) Reproductive health.  The issue will be released as an ePub ahead of print by the end of this week.  Print copies will be mailed with the regular July issue of JGIM.

FORUM

The spring issue of FORUM is now available on the HSR&D website.  The topic of the issue is the impact of the Affordable Care Act on VA’s dual user population.  Research highlighted in the issue include: the quality consequences of Medicare-VA dual use; health information exchange in VA; dual use in colon cancer—quality and costs; and changes in outpatient care-seeking by Medicare-eligible Veterans.  http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum/ 

Mark S. Bauer, M.D., Receives Behavior Therapy Award

HSR&D is pleased to announce that Mark S. Bauer, MD, has received the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapy’s (ABCT) 2013 award for Distinguished Friend to Behavior Therapy.  The Distinguished Friend Award is given to individuals outside of ABCT who are true promoters and champions of cognitive and behavioral therapy.  Recent recipients include VA Secretary Eric Shinseki and Dr. Nora Volkow, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

Associate Director of HSR&D’s Center for Organization, Leadership and Management Research (COLMR), located in Boston, MA, Dr. Bauer has demonstrated a clear commitment to promoting the mission of cognitive and behavioral work through his roles as an internationally recognized researcher, educator, clinician, and administrator.  His work has been influential in ensuring that behaviorally-based psychosocial interventions are incorporated into national mental health provision frameworks, particularly for the seriously mentally ill.  Among these contributions is his development of the Life Goals Program, an illness management skills program that utilizes behavioral and cognitive techniques and is fully integrated with medical care management for individuals with serious mental illnesses.

QUERI Update: 

· QUERI Rapid Response Project (RRP) and Service-Directed Project (SDP) proposals for the spring cycle are being reviewed the week of June 17th. The next SDP and RRP due dates are September 8, 2013, January 8, 2014, or May 8, 2014.  SDPs require a concept paper review three months prior to the due date (e.g., June 17, 2013 for consideration for the September submission cycle). RRPs require either a letter of support from a QUERI Center or Operational Partnered (if Partnered-Initiated RRP). See the ORD website for additional information on RRP and SDP RFAs or contact Linda.McIvor@va.gov
· QUERI Evaluation: CIPRS is working with GSA to award a contract to conduct an evaluation of QUERI, and is also in the process of reviewing funded proposals, center reports, Research and Methodology Committee (R&M) committee recommendations etc., to inform processes, identify system impacts, and overall trends.

· QUERI, in partnership with the Office of Nursing Services (ONS), requested concept papers for Evaluation Centers to help evaluate strategic initiatives of ONS, including a national staffing methodology, transition to practice program, and implementation of pressure ulcer prevention initiatives. Two concept papers were approved for full proposal submission. The QUERI R&M Committee will be reviewing progress on partnered evaluation centers this fall. 

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update - Ronald Przygodzki, M.D.
The Spring 2013 cycle of Scientific Merit Review is coming to its mid-point.  24 of the 25 Scientific Review Groups have met.  Most of the panels had their scores released. I am grateful to the Program Managers for doing a very timely review. This certainly is a reflection of their commitment to the Program. It also reflects the BL and CS Service efforts in reworking our business processes with the goal of becoming ISO certified.

I noted that we are at the mid-point of Review, this being that the Program Managers need to work on the proposal summary statements, and several other administrative steps before the cycle is in fact completed.

We expect summary statements to be released over the next 4 weeks.  I request that you please advise the investigators to wait until they receive and review their application summary statements before contacting their Scientific Review Officer. 

Just in Time announcement and funding decision are expected by the end of July.[image: image2.bmp]
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