ORD Field Conference Call Notes
Monday, August 18, 2008
1. Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2. eRA Common System – William Goldberg, PhD
Good afternoon.  This is Dr. Goldberg with an update on our transition to electronic submission of Merit Review proposals for the Fall 2008 review cycle through Grants.gov and eRA Commons.  I am pleased to report that we have 78 VA Medical Centers with completed institutional registrations in both Grants.gov and eRA commons and that these stations have submitted over 1900 era Commons IDs (CIDs or usernames) to us for verification that we have a completed Page 18 for each one.  This is a critical step to ensure that if an electronic application is selected for funding, we will be able to transfer the data from eRA to the ORD’s financial tracking system.  If you have not submitted this list to us on the spreadsheet provided, or if you have submitted additional names by e-mail only, please update the spreadsheet and submit it to us as an e-mail attachment as soon as possible at rd-era@va.gov.  Please submit all questions/inquiries about the application process to this same Outlook address, rather than directly to Sara Clark, Dr. Leroy Frey, or myself.  If one of us is out of the office, your questions will go unanswered until they return and can forward your questions to our support team.  The rd-era@va.gov mailbox is monitored throughout the day and you will receive the quickest response if questions are sent here directly.  As a reminder, the last day to submit an electronic application to Grants.gov is Monday, September 15.  As discussed during the 2 conference calls on July 30 and 31, all of your investigators need to have access to the VA SF-424 Application Guide and the Requests for Applications (RFAs) issued by BLR&D and CSR&D.  These documents, along with numerous guidance documents, can be found on the ORD Intranets site at:

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm
and

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm
If your investigators do not have these documents at hand they will have problems correctly completing the electronic application package.  If there is a conflict between instructions in the Application Guide and a particular RFA an investigator is applying to, the instructions in the RFA should be followed.

 
3. CSP Update – Grant Huang, MPH, PhD
This report is to provide some CSP updates on recent activities within the program.

CSP Updates

On Aug 14-15, there was a CSP Directors meeting to discuss efforts to enhance human subjects protection within CSP clinical trials and operational processes.  This in-person meeting continued some discussions that have been held over the past few months regarding the reporting of serious adverse events and policies for drug studies.  Key topics include the following:

A significant portion of the meeting was with Central IRB (CIRB) personnel, led by Dr. Lynn Cates, to discuss the process for CIRB reviews.  CSP has been working with the Central IRB (CIRB) to have all new studies reviewed by the CIRB and to migrate on-going studies to their oversight.  The first study, CSP #562, which aims to examine chemoprevention for skin cancer, was reviewed on Aug 12.  Plans for other CSP studies are currently under discussion and will be communicated through the CSP Coordinating Center managing the study.

The CSP Pharmacy Coordinating Center in Albuquerque is responsible for collecting and reporting of Serious Adverse Events and Adverse Events in its studies.  As such, they are working with Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) to help ensure that we receive PBM communications and are able to appropriately coordinate with them on matters requiring their input.  

To help CSP study investigators better understand their roles and responsibilities, CSP plans to provide more Good Clinical Practices training at its study annual meetings.  This training will be directed to all study personnel including Study Executive Committee members, site Principal Investigators (PIs), and study coordinators.  Key points will also be emphasized at study kick-off meetings.  We ask for your help to remind any site PIs at your facilities that they are responsible for all study activities at their site even if they are receiving assistance from a study coordinator or other study personnel.

CSP has begun to discuss the frequency and process for conducting random study audits for its studies.  Given the importance placed on data integrity and compliance with human subjects protection requirement, these audits will assist with ensuring that we are meeting the highest standards on behalf of the veterans who volunteer for our studies.

Request for New LOIs

We would like to remind the field that CSP is welcoming new CSP letters of intent (LOIs) requesting support for developing a national VA Cooperative Study.  For additional information, please go to http://www.csp.research.va.gov/initiation.cfm or email csp@va.gov.

4.
Survey Regarding Use of the VERA Research Funding – Seth Eisen, MD

This week a survey will be released to you from the Joint Office of Finance/Office of Research and Development work group established in April 2008 regarding the use of the VERA Research Support funding. The survey was developed based upon several site visits with Medical Center Senior Leadership, Associate Chiefs of Staff for Research plus their Administrative Assistants and Staff, Compliance Officers, Chief Financial Officers and their Budget and Accounting staff, Chiefs of Human Resources, Chief Logistic Officers, Chiefs of Facilities/Engineering and Building Management, and many others. Your candid and detailed response to this brief survey will be greatly appreciated. This data will not be used to identify any specific respondent and/or facility nor will it be presented in such a way that any specific respondent or facility will be readily recognizable.  The survey should help to ascertain if there is a need to clarify any existing and/or establish any new guidelines, policies or procedures regarding the use of the VERA Research Support funding.

5.
Service Updates:
●
HSR&D – Seth Eisen, MD


New Program Announcements
HSR&D Priorities

The announcement describing current HSR&D Priorities for Investigator-Initiated Research has been updated.  It was widely distributed and posted on the web July 25.
 
Traumatic Brain Injury 

HSR&D is encouraging responses to a recent Service Directed Research announcement for 2-3 page concept papers that address issues related to the quality, usefulness, and potential improvement of the VA’s TBI screening instrument.  Because we expect submissions to focus primarily on data analyses of existing VA data, we are particularly interested in attracting epidemiologists and researchers with experience constructing and evaluating questionnaires, even though they may not have TBI expertise.  Concept papers are due September 15, 2008.   http://www.research.va.gov/funding/solicitations/docs/TBI-Screening-Instruments.pdf
A comprehensive ORD solicitation, including HSR&D, for research studies on TBI is posted on the ORD website.  Applications should be submitted in accordance with the guidance and timeline for each Service through grants.gov http://www.research.va.gov/funding/solicitations/docs/TBI.pdf
Status of Special Solicitation for Educational Interventions for Health Care Professionals
Health HSR&D received 104 concept papers in response to the solicitation for Health Care Professional Educational Interventions to Improve Patient Outcome.  The eighteen submissions approved for full proposals address a broad range of targets and topics, including house staff education, continuing education, Community Based Outpatient Clinics and Nursing Home providers, mid-level clinical managers; VA information technology;  surgery, suicidality, long-term care, anesthesia, and high volume conditions (such as diabetes and hypertension). 
Budget Reminders

Please be reminded than any 07/08 (Prior Year) dollars are expected to be spent. Lapsed funds may be subjected to deduction from next year’s station budgets.  

Regarding 08/09 funds, if you anticipate ANY difficulties in adhering to the maximum 2% carryover allowance announced by Dr. Kupersmith and Maureen Carroll, contact Mary Jones or the appropriate HSR&D Scientific Program Manager know IMMEDIATELY.  While we cannot promise to return excess carryover funds in future years, the later HSR&D becomes aware of excess carryover the less likely these returned funds will be redistributed to their field source in FY 09.

Also, please let Mary Jones know IMMEDIATELY if you are unable to spend allocated IT funds.  

Coming Reviews:
Scientific Merit Review-IIR:
HSR&D will review 103 investigator initiated research proposals August 19-21 in Boston.   Electronic notifications of scores are planned within two weeks following the review, and summary statements and critiques will be distributed no later than six weeks thereafter.
 
Career Development: 
HSR&D will review Career Development applications September 23-24 in Chicago, and expects to provide score notifications within two weeks and summary statements and critiques within six weeks thereafter.

 
An online training session for the VA research community:  

This Wednesday August 20th, Dr. Todd Wagner of HSR&D Health Economics Resource Center will present "STATA: Getting Started and Being Productive with VA Data" as an HSR&D Cyber Seminar.  Researchers can participate in the live session on AUGUST 20th or can view the recorded session anytime.  For more information, check out the cyber seminar catalog on the HSR&D website. Go to www.hsrd.research.va.gov and follow the cyber seminar links from the main page.

Reminders:
The HSR&D National Meeting will be February 11-13, 2009 in Baltimore.  The Call for Abstracts was released last month and abstracts are due October 1st, 2008.  For more information visit the web at www.hsrd.va.gov and follow the “meetings” link.

The Quality Enhancement Research Initiative National meeting is set for December 10-12 in Phoenix.  The theme of this invitation-only meeting is “Strengthening the Connection between Research and Operations”.  Details are available on the QUERI website.

New Print Products:
A Primer on TIDES that focuses on collaborative care for depression in the primary care setting will be distributed at the end of August.  The primer discusses several collaborative care models but specifically focuses on VA’s TIDES project, an evidence-based collaborative approach to depression management that has proven successful in the VA healthcare system. 

HSR&D Research Briefs, a newsletter that provides information about new HSR&D initiatives and funded studies, will be distributed at the end of August in both electronic and print formats.  The August issue features a new design that we hope will enhance readability.

●
RR&D Update – Ricardo Gonzalez
Upcoming Scientific Merit Review: 

The scientific merit review meetings will be held in Washington, DC.  There will have two, two days sessions, the first session will be August 28-29, 2008; the second session will be September 3-4, 2008.   Merit, Pilot, Career Development and Research Career Scientist applications will be reviewed.  Scores will be distributed the week of September 8th.  Summary statements and critiques will be distributed by mid-September.   

February/March 2009 Scientific merit review: 

The LOI deadline will be October 15, 2008.  Full applications are due December 15, 2008.  All Merit and Pilot applications must be submitted electronically via grants.gov / eRA commons.  All Career Development and Career Scientist applications must be submitted via the current (paper) process, as the NIH electronic review system does not currently process these types of applications.  

Traumatic Brain Injury RFA:
Merit applications in response to the TBI RFP submitted to RR&D will be reviewed with the December submissions February/March 2009.   

