Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, August 19, 2013
1. Welcome –  Timothy O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D. 

2. Classification of Research – Holly Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.
3.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, Ph.D.
Welcome New Staff to RR&D:  

On August 25th, Brian Schulz, PhD will join the Scientific Program Manager (SPM) team.  Dr. Schulz will be the SPM for the Rehabilitation Engineering and Prosthetics/ Orthotics Programs.  

Also on August 25th, Boriana Cavicchia, MS will join the Program Analysis and Review team as a Program Analyst.  

On September 8th, Kristy Benton-Grover, BFA, CAE will join the Program Analysis and Review team as a Management Analyst.

We are most pleased to have them on board!

Current Scientific Review:

Individual panels met the weeks of August 5th and August 12th. Scores will be released tomorrow, August 20th and Summary Statements by September 12th. Intent-to-fund decisions will be made by early October 2013.

SPiRE (Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research) Program:

The Stations/PIs will be contacted by RR&D scientific program staff on or before August 26th if there were any concerns or issues with an LOI. The following is submission information for the full SPiRE application. September 11th is the Last Possible Submission Date (Submission Deadline to Grants.gov) and assumes no errors (in Grants.gov or eRA) will be identified or need to be corrected; applications must verify in eRA by September 16th. Applications that miss the deadline will not be accepted for review. 

Paul B. Magnuson Award for Outstanding Achievement in Rehabilitation Research and Development:

Nominations for the 2013 Magnuson Award are due September 1st and should be sent to rrdreviews@va.gov.
· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D.
HSR&D Scientific Merit Review Board Meeting:
163 full applications were received for review during the August 2013 Scientific Merit Review Board (SMRB) meeting – 102 IIRs, 57 Pilot Projects and 4 NRI.  In comparison, HSR&D reviewed 180 full applications during the March 2013 SMRB meeting. For the upcoming SMRB meeting, the 7 Health Services Research subcommittees and the Nursing Research Initiative subcommittee will meet separately over the dates of August 27-29, 2013 at various locations in the Washington, DC area (National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD;VHA National Conference Center, Arlington, VA; Disabled American Veterans, Washington, DC; and Paralyzed Veterans of America, Washington, DC).
A Cyberseminar presented by Dr. Sara Knight, Deputy Director of HSR&D, covering an orientation to and instructions for participation in SMRB, as well as a brief update on the status of the ORD program, will be held on Monday, August 19 at 3:00 pm Eastern. All reviewers have been invited to participate. A link to the presentation and FAQs will also be sent to all reviewers following the presentation.
QUERI Implementation Guide

The newly revised QUERI Implementation Guide will be posted to the QUERI website within the week at http://www.queri.research.va.gov/implementation/   The Guide is intended for anyone interested in the implementation of research or evidence into clinical practice, particularly within VA.  It contains valuable information from past and current projects, including important lessons learned and links to a variety of other resources that may be helpful.

HSR&D’s “Partnered Research” Focus

HSR&D has developed and funded two new initiatives that focus on partner-oriented research.  Information on the 9 funded Collaborative Research to Enhance and Advance Transformation and Excellence (CREATEs) and the 19 Centers of Innovation (COINs) is now available on the HSR&D website.  In addition, there is a very brief video describing the emphasis and importance of partner-oriented research on the web. 

COIN: http://vhabhscdr2/hsrd/coin/   CREATE: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/create/default.cfm 

Video:  http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/video/partnerships-wmv.html
FORUM

The Summer issue of HSR&D’s newsletter, FORUM, is now posted to the HSR&D web and has been distributed electronically.  The topic of the issue is post deployment care.  

Recent Journal Publications:

Giardina T, King B, Ignaczak A, Paull D, Hoeksema L, Mills P, Neily J, and Singh H. Root Cause Analysis Reports Help Identify Common Factors in Delayed Diagnosis and Treatment of Outpatients.  Health Affairs August 5, 2013.
This retrospective study analyzed 111 root-cause analysis reports that investigated delays in the VA outpatient setting that were submitted to VA’s National Center for Patient Safety from 2005 to 2012.  Investigators examined delays within the context of four dimensions of ambulatory care processes: the provider-patient encounter (history gathering and other exchanges within a patient visit); performance and interpretation of diagnostic tests; follow-up and tracking of patients; and referral and consultation processes.

Bass D, Judge K, Snow A, Wilson N…and Kunik M. Caregiver Outcomes of Partners in Dementia Care:  Impact of a Care Coordination Program for Veterans with Dementia and their Family Members and Friends. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society July 19, 2013;e-pub ahead of print. 
This study assessed the effectiveness of the PDC program.  Caregiver outcomes measured included unmet needs (i.e., accessing VA and other services, organizing family care, understanding dementia); caregiver strains (i.e., role captivity, physical strain, relationship strain); depression; and support resources (i.e., number of informal helpers, use of caregiver support services).  

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update 
Clinical Trials Results Posting – Grant Huang, MPH, Ph.D.

The field should be familiar with ORD requirements to register any clinical trial funded by any ORD service on ClinicalTrials.gov through our ART system.  All ORD services are now putting an emphasis on ensuring that the results of completed clinical trials are also posted on ClinicalTrials.gov and compliant with requirements of Section 801 of the Food and Drug Administration Amendments Act (FDAAA).

Each ORD service will be contacting Principal Investigators (PIs) of specific “high priority” clinical trials identified as needing trial results posted on ClinicalTrials.gov.  Instructions will be sent to these PIs.  Not following those instructions will likely result in delays and non-compliance.  We’re asking that PIs post results as soon as they can after receiving the notice and to complete activities no later than September 30, 2013.  

Subsequently, clinical trial PIs will be notified through ART reminder processes regarding upcoming deadlines to update trials registration information and/or post trials data.

R&D offices may be called upon to assist with informing PIs and/or helping with trials results posting if an ORD service is unable to obtain timely responses.

New CSP Studies Approved for Funding
CSP is pleased to announce that 2 new studies have been approved for funding.

CSP 590, “Lithium for the Prevention of Recurrent Suicide Attempts” will test lithium augmentation to enhanced usual care for preventing suicide reattempts among individuals with depression or bipolar disorder.  Dr. Ira Katz at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center is the study chair and working with the Boston CSP Coordinating Center.

CSP 595, “Respiratory Health and Deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan” will assess the association of airborne exposures encountered during deployment with current measures of respiratory health among US military Veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan.  This study is led by Drs. Eric Garshick and Susan Proctor of the Boston VA Medical Center and coordinated by the Seattle CSP Epidemiology Research & Information Center.

Each of these studies is in its organizational phase.  Sites interested in participating should contact the respective study chair.  Info about these studies will also be sent via the CSP listserv.  Research offices are reminded that information on CSP studies in planning can be found on the ORD website under CSP’s section at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/programs/csp/planning.cfm.

Update on the Fall 2013 Merit Review Cycle – William J. Goldberg, Ph.D.
The first day to submit applications was August 15; several applications have already been submitted to Grants.gov and retrieved successfully by eRA Commons.

We have extended the submission window to provide additional time for preparation and submission of applications.  The last day to submit all applications (new, revised, renewal, and changed/corrected) to grants.gov is Friday, September 20.

Please make sure you notify us of any issues you may have with your registration in SAM that are preventing you from submitting applications to Grants.gov.  While we will not be able to directly assist you with resolving the problem, we do need to know who is having problems and where you stand with resolving them.

Just as a reminder, if your renewal date falls after the submission window you should not attempt to renew your SAM registration until after the window has closed.

Several reminders and additional guidance have been distributed via e-mail to the ACOS and AO groups in Outlook; please disseminate this information to your office personnel and investigators.  We will attach copies of these e-mails to the notes for this meeting.

Evaluation of CDA-2 Career Development Award progress reports submitted in April are almost complete and letters will be distributed sometime in the next 2 weeks.

Please remind your investigators to properly cite the VA affiliation and acknowledge their VA research awards (including the application  number if electronically submitted and reviewed) in all publications.


Sent on 8/18/13:

Updates and Guidance for the Fall 2013 Review Cycle for BLR&D and CSR&D:

1) Potential Grants.gov Issue:

Grants.gov recently revised their entire web system.  They now only support Internet Explorer 9 and 10, with “limited” support for IE 8.

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/support/technical-support/software/browser-support.html
In addition, JavaScript MUST be enabled for the system to work properly.

This may cause problems submitting application if your browser software is not up to date or properly configured.

2) Submission of New vs Renewal Applications (see RFAs for instructions)

Unless an investigator has made a radical shift in emphasis (i.e. a new field of study), a “Renewal” application should be submitted to request the next period of funding after the current award has ended (or is expected to end).  This will require inclusion of a Progress Report for the previous period of funding.

Do not submit a “New” application to avoid the need to include a Progress Report; if we determine that the investigator was recently funded or currently funded, we will requires submission of the Progress Report before the application can be accepted for review.

3) Do not submit requests for  review committee assignments until after BLR&D and CSR&D have made an initial review assignment.   We make assignments based on the scientific content of the application and the purview of our review panels.  Only request made after initial assignments will be considered.  The most recent purview document for our review panels can be found at:

http://vaww.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/merit_review_guidance_docs/purview.doc or

http://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/merit_review_guidance_docs/purview.doc
Sent on 8//13:

1) Salary for physicians (licensed to practice in US) may not be requested as part of an application to BLR&D or CSR&D, regardless of the role they are expected to play in the proposed research or where they are employed (university, private practice, or VA).  This includes IPAs. 

2) Salary for non-physician clinicians (e.g. a clinical psychologist) may be requested, but if they are employed at the VA they will need to give up a portion of their clinical appointment commensurate with the research salary (and 8ths effort requested); we can offer no guarantee that they will be able to regain this portion of the clinical appointment at the end of an award.

3) The CDA-2 Career Development RFA was revised and reposted at the beginning of last cycle.  We will strictly enforce the $30,000 cap on start-up funds for CDA-2 applications to both BLR&D and CSR&D

4) Maximum duration for Merit Review Award applications (except for clinical trials submitted to RFA CX-13-006) is 4 years.  Applications requesting 5 years of funding will be administratively withdrawn from consideration at the time the issue is identified (even if the application had been reviewed and scored).

5) An approved LOI is required for submission of an application for a Clinical Trial (RFAs CX-13-006 or CX-13-007) or Career Development Award (RFAs BX-13-008 or CX-13-008).  A copy of the LOI approval letter must be included in the application.  The next deadline for submission of new LOIs is December 1, 2013.

6) Page limits have NOT changed from what is stated in the posted RFAs.

7) All font, margin, and line-spacing limits will be strictly enforced.  Please use the 2-day examination window to carefully examine each submitted application for any problems.

8) Once submitted, we will not accept supplemental material for an application other than a copy of the acceptance letter from a scientific journal concerning a submitted manuscript; we will not accept copies of the submitted manuscript after an application has been submitted.

Sent on 8/9/13:

Notification has been sent to all local Research & Development Offices concerning selection of Merit Review, Pilot Project and Career Development applications for funding in the Spring 2013 Review Cycle.

Notification of funding decisions for applications submitted to the Gulf War Research RFAs will be distributed early next week.

As noted earlier, BLR&D and CSR&D are extending the submission window for the Fall 2013 review cycle:

First Day to Submit to Grants.gov:
August 15 (Thursday)

Down to the Wire:



September 17 (Tuesday)

Last Day to Submit to Grants.gov: 
September 20 (Friday)

Verification deadline in eRA:

September 25 (Wednesday)

Sent on 8/9/13:

In light of the late notification of funding decisions for the Spring 2013 review cycle, BLR&D and CSR&D are extending the submission window for the Fall 2013 cycle.

First day to submit to Grants.gov:

August 15
Last day to submit to Grants.gov:

September 20
The same extension will apply to all RFAs for Gulf War Research.
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