ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 15, 2012
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
Please join me in congratulating the VA researchers who were recently elected to the Institute of Medicine: 

Dr. Michael L. Boninger, (VA Center of Excellence in Wheelchairs and 
         Associated Rehabilitation Engineering, Pittsburgh Healthcare System)

Dr. John Donoghue, (VA Providence Healthcare System)

Dr. Kevin G. M. Volpp, (VA Philadelphia Healthcare System)

Election to the Institute of Medicine is considered one of the highest honors in the fields of health and medicine, and recognizes individuals who have made major contributions to the advancement of the medical sciences, health care, and public health. Members volunteer their time and knowledge to conduct studies, hold forums, and provide unbiased advice on health issues to the government and the public.  
2. Communications Update – Stephen Herring
Notification of Pending Research

Recently ORD and VA Public Affairs have had to answer media queries and react to interview request concerning research within the VA with little to no foreknowledge.  As a result, we lose the opportunity to include strategic VA messages in good news stories or the opportunity to mitigate negative implication. 

VHA Handbook 1200.19 provides guidance that establishes procedures, assigns responsibilities, and specifies authority for ensuring that the contributions of the VA to research are appropriately acknowledged and publicly disclosed.

One of the responsibilities of the facility director is to encourage appropriate presentation and publication of the research being conducted.

A significant part of that responsibility is to ensure that there is appropriate coordination with the local Public Affairs Officer and the ORD Communications Office.  The facility director must ensure that pending publications in scientific journals, presentations involving a national venue or the media, media interviews and other professional activities related to the research are brought to the attention of the ORC Communication staff and the local PAO.

The guidelines for notification can be found on the VA Research website, under the “For Researchers” tab. Click on “Policies and Guidance,” and then click on the link under “Publication Notification Requirements.” You’ll find there a link to the SharePoint site where you can access our PubTracker system. Keep in mind, this is only accessible via the VA Intranet. It’s not accessible from outside the VA system. 

We appreciate the many sites and investigators who are already complying with this procedure. We’ve seen a definite uptick in recent months, and we’d like to get everyone on  board with this notification process. It’s beneficial to the local research offices and to us here in Central Office. 

Once you upload your information into PubTracker, it is reviewed by our Communications staff. They will take the appropriate actions on any items that are potentially newsworthy, or potentially controversial. This may involve proposing a news release to the national Public Affairs program, for example, or sending an alert to VHA leadership in Central Office. They will also share the alert with local and regional public affairs officers who need to know that the research will be coming out. In many cases, our Communications staff will follow up on the study and feature it in one of their publications or on the VA Research website. 

Any questions about the notification process can be sent to Mitch Mirkin in VA Research Communications. That’s mitch.mirkin@va.gov. 

Research Week

We are getting numerous questions concerning planning calls and meeting for the coordination of Research Week.  We will resume the planning cycle once we can determine the impact of the new VA Conference Participation guidelines on the conduct of Research Week.

3.
Prior Year Funds – Margaret Hannon

We need to make certain that we spend prior year funds.  You should treat your finds like a bank treats your money.  When you deposit $100, then take it out, you don’t get back the same $100 you gave to the bank.  You need to set up accounts in whatever system you are using, allocating to each investigator the total amount of their award for that year.  Then spend prior year funds first.



4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn
1)   August 2012 Scientific Merit Review.  Last week notifications of intent-to-fund were emailed to the PI, ACOS/R and AO at each station. Projects were within the 10th percentile by panel and award type (full merit study vs. pilot study). This occurred based upon projected available funds for FY13. There were over 300 applications in for review. 

2)   Letters-of-intent for the upcoming review cycle are due November 1, 2012. And full applications are due December 15, 2012. 

3)   Dr. Shirley Groer will be joining RRD in early November 2012 as the Scientific Program Manager for our Mental Health/Social Reintegration program. 

4)   Shortly there will be an SPM  posting for our Rehabilitation/Prosthetic/Orthotic program. 

· HSR&D Update – Rita Lysik
HSR&D Leadership Changes

Dr. Seth Eisen has stepped down as the Director of HSR&D; however, effective December 1st, he will join ORD as a Special Operations Officer.  In the interim, Dr. David Atkins, has been named Acting Director, for Health Service Research (HSRD) and Dr. Amy Kilbourne from Ann Arbor has been named Acting Director of QUERI. Dr. Sara Knight continues as HSR&D’s Deputy Director.   

HSR&D Scientific Merit Review Board:

In the past fiscal year, HSR&D has reviewed 237 IIRs and funded 43 IIRs.

In addition to IIR proposals, HSR&D funded 21 CREATE projects reviewed in March. The number of proposals that HSR&D will fund from the August review is not yet known, as the review process is still underway.

The Merit review process for FY 13 has begun with the opening of the ITS in ART on October 1, 2012; submission of ITS information is due by November 1. 

HSR&D has posted 8 RFAs for this merit review cycle. Full applications may be submitted to eRA beginning November 15.  A revised Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) RFA is posted under a new RFA number (HX-13-005). Content requirements for the nursing RFA have changed and NRI projects will now be submitted using the IK3 award mechanism (instead of I01).  HSR&D is also reinstituting the Pilot Project Program for the Winter 2013 merit review cycle. The criteria for pilot projects has been revised extensively, and therefore, resubmissions of previously submitted HSR&D pilot projects will not be accepted.  The RFAs can be accessed on the research intranet site:  http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.  For resubmissions, existing RFA packages from the Summer 2012 cycle may re-used.  RFA packages for new submissions or NRI or Pilot program projects may be downloaded from Grants.gov. 

In addition, HSR&D has added a note to the HSR&D Priorities document for this merit review stating that the research areas within the document do not represent the full depth and breadth of current priorities for HSR&D. For additional information on current priorities for HSR&D, please contact HSR&D using the mailbox at vhacoscirev@va.gov.

CREATEs:

HSRD conducted the program review of 7 CREATE applications on October 11th.  The results of the program review will be discussed in conjunction with the scientific review which was completed at the end of August.  Funding decisions will be made next week. 

Centers of Innovation (COIN)

HSR&D expects to receive 19 COIN applications by the November 8th deadline.

The COIN review panel will meet in January or February 2013.  HSR&D anticipates funding approximately 15 new COINs.

CIDER News: 

Publications:

The latest issue of HSR&D’s Forum was distributed electronically last week.  The topic of the Fall issue is Quality Measurement, and the lead commentary article, Quality Measurement and the Ubiquitous Electronic Health Record was written by Dr. Joe Francis of the Office of Informatics and Analytics in CO.  The research response article, “Moving Toward a Patient Centered Performance Management System”, is by Dr. Eve Kerr who is the Director of the HSR&D’s COE in Ann Arbor.  In addition, four research articles are featured in the issue.  Print copies of Forum will be distributed this week.

QUERI’s eNews, an electronic newsletter providing updates from each of the nine QUERI Coordinating Centers, will be distributed via email this week.

Cyberseminars:

HSR&D offers Cyberseminars on many topics which can be accessed on HSR&D’s web site:  http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-upcoming.cfm Of special interest is an upcoming, four-session miniseries on TBI. VA's research related to traumatic brain injury (TBI) is wide-ranging and among its goals is shedding light on the brain changes in TBI; improving screening methods and refining tools for diagnosing TBI; developing drugs to treat brain injury or limit its severity when it first occurs; designing improved methods for assessing treatment effectiveness; helping Veterans with TBI to reintegrate into their communities; and learning the best ways to help family members cope and provide support. This four part series is presented by distinguished VA scientists and offers updates on diagnosis and management of TBI, and its comorbidities, including PTSD.

QUERI News:

QUERI and the Office of Patient Centered Care and Cultural Transformation met to review 5 proposals for Evaluation Centers for the OPCCCT Program Office.  Two Centers were selected and funding notices will be sent this week. 

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. LeRoy Frey
MERIT REVIEW CYCLE

The Fall 2012 cycle has 481 Merit Review, 5 Pilot Project (PD, AD, and ALS), and 8 Program Project Award applications. There are also 49 Career Development CDA-2 applications.  The Review Panel meetings  will be held between November 15th and December 13th. 

ELIGIBILITY

The submission deadline for Non-Clinician Intramural Program (Eligibility) has changed. Beginning next cycle, the new submission deadlines are December 1 and June 1. Please submit all applications for the Spring 2013 Eligibility cycle by December 1, 2012 via e-mail to blrdcsrd.eligibility@va.gov. Please refer to the most current Eligibility guidance document, located on the intranet, for additional instructions, or call Dr. Alex Chiu at 202-443-5672

BARNWELL/MIDDLETON AWARDEES

On behalf of Biomedical Laboratory Research & Development, I am pleased to inform you that Dr. Robert V. Farese of the James A. Haley Veterans’ Administration Hospital, Tampa, Florida is the recipient of the 2012 William S. Middleton Award.  This award is BLRD’s highest scientific honor, awarded annually to a senior VA investigator for accomplishments in areas of prime importance to the VA’s research mission. 

Dr. Farese has been a clinician scientist within the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) for more than 36 years where he served as Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development for 28 years. This award recognizes Dr. Farese’s exemplary record of involvement in, and service to, the VA and to the biomedical profession, as well as his seminal contributions to our understanding of insulin action and the pathogenesis of type 2 diabetes.  Dr. Farese’s basic science research has led to the development of a new class of therapeutic agents for the treatment of type 2 diabetes. His work has had a broad impact on the clinical care of Veterans and the population at large.

On behalf of Clinical Science Research & Development (CSR&D), I am pleased to inform you that Dr. Dennis Niewoehner from the Minneapolis VA Health Care System is the recipient of the 2012 John B Barnwell Award.  This award is CSRD’s highest scientific honor, awarded annually to a senior VA investigator for accomplishments in areas of prime importance to the VA’s research mission. 

Dr. Niewoehner has been a VA clinician scientist for more than 36 years.  He is a nationally and internationally recognized expert in the field of pulmonary care.  This award recognizes Dr. Niewoehner’s exemplary record of involvement in, and service to the VA and to the clinical profession, as well as his seminal contributions to our understanding of the pathophysiology and treatment of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.  His work has had a broad impact on the clinical care of Veterans and the population at large. 

Our Barnwell and Middleton Awardees will be honored at an Award Ceremony in Washington DC next spring during VA research week. Congratulations to our winners and to their respective Medical Centers for supporting their research efforts.
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