Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, December 16, 2013 
1. Welcome – Timothy O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D. 

2.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, Ph.D.
Review Update:
Scientific merit review will be held the week of February 25th, 2014 at the VHA National Conference Center in Crystal City, Virginia. .At this time: we are in receipt of 169 Investigator Initiated Research applications and 33 Career Development applications. A few submissions are still in the receipt process. Following review, scores are scheduled to be released the week of March 3rd, 2014, with summary statements scheduled for release the week of March 31st, 2014 
Prosthetic Hand and Sensory Input
Dr. Dustin Tyler and colleagues have developed an interface that can relay, from 20 spots on a prosthetic hand, a sense of touch. This research is occurring at RR&D’s Advanced Platform Technology Center of Excellence at the Cleveland VA and Case Western Reserve University Be sure to check out the December 2013 MIT Technology Review, http://www.technologyreview.com/news/522086/an-artificial-hand-with-real-feelings/  and watch the prosthetic hand in action at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIodb8qM9N0 
· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D.
SMRB Updates:

The deadline for submission of applications for HSR&D’s Winter 2014 merit review program was Wednesday, December 11, 2013 and the final verification deadline is Monday, December 16. At this time, applications continue to be processed through first contact in the eRA system as well as through an HSR&D staff administrative review. It is possible that up to 186 full applications may be received based on the ITS submission number.  Of these, 45 are Pilot Project applications – the Pilot Project program was brought back after an 18-month suspension with revised criteria and requirements published in the Request for Application (RFA). The ITS and final applications are being reviewed by HSR&D Scientific Program Managers with the expectation that final assignments to review groups for the March 2014 Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will be completed and released to PIs the second week in January. Reviewer assignments to review groups and to applications are expected to be released in mid-to late-January 2014.
HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting is scheduled to take place 
March 4-7, 2014 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA.  The Career Development Awards review panel, will meet in Washington, DC. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the SMRB meeting.
Research Issues

We are currently polling the field to identify specific research obstacles that we might work to address with a centralized plan across services.  Among issues that have emerged so far are restrictions on use of email to contact patients and employees in research, uncertainty about allowable Web-based software for collecting survey data, and allowable financial incentives for research participants.  The goal is to convene a small workgroup that could engage with relevant stakeholders to clarify guidance and identify possible solutions. 

CIDER Updates:

Virtual State of the Art (SOTA) Conference

A SOTA on the topic of The Next Generation of Clinical Performance Measures will have a kick off plenary session on January 21st.  The virtual conference is an invitation only and will involve 4 workgroups that will tackle different aspects of the topic.  Work Groups are: 

· Making measure more personalized and clinically meaningful

· Incorporating patient preferences into performance measurement

· Measuring Value, and

· Implementing measurement strategies

ORD Web:

The VA is transitioning all of its Internet web sites to a new look & feel.  The first phase of the transition earlier this year included all VISNs and VAMCs, and now Research and other Program Offices are migrating.  The Office of Research & Development Internet web site – www.research.va.gov – will be completed before the end of 2013, with the Services and various Center sites migrating at the same time or soon after.

New HSR&D Investigator Videos

Several new videos have been posted to the HSR&D website and will be promoted within VA and through social media.  Videos include:

· Allen L. Gifford, MD and Maggie Czarnogorski, MD discuss Partnered Research to Improve HIV Testing for Veterans

· Sylvia Hysong, PhD, of the Michael E. DeBakey VAMC, shares her experience as a recipient of a VA HSR&D Career Development Award.  

· Amal Trivedi, MD, of the Providence VAMC, discusses his research into health equity and healthcare quality.

· Gala True, PhD, of CHERP in Philadelphia, talks about her “From War to Home” research and work helping veterans returning from OEF/OIF

· Jill Bormann, PhD, of San Diego VAMC, discusses Mantram Repetition Therapy

· Courtney Van Houtven, PhD, of Durham VAMC discusses Caregiving research 

· Mark Bauer, MD of the CHIOR, the Boston/Bedford MA COIN, discusses Bipolar Disorder research 

· Rachel Kimerling, PhD, of Palo Alto VAMC, discusses her research on Military Sexual Trauma  

Recent HSR&D journal publications:  Yurgil K, Barkauskas D, Vasterling J, Nievergelt C, Larson G, Schork N, Litz B, Nash W, and Baker DG for the Marine Resiliency Study Team. Association between Traumatic Brain Injury and Risk of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in Active-Duty Marines. JAMA Psychiatry December 11, 2013;Epub ahead of print.
Tseng C, Soroka O, Maney M, Aron D, and Pogach L. Assessing Potential Glycemic Overtreatment in Persons at Hypoglycemic Risk. JAMA Internal Medicine December 9, 2013;e-pub ahead of print.

Ho P, Lambert-Kerzner A, Carey E, et al.  Multifaceted Intervention to Improve Medication Adherence and Secondary Prevention Measures (Medication Study) after Acute Coronary Syndrome Hospital Discharge. JAMA Internal Medicine November 18, 2013;e-pub ahead of print.

Recent and upcoming Cyberseminars (see full details on HSR&D web http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-upcoming.cfm )

Archived:

· Incorporating Stakeholder Engagement into VA Research:  What We Can Learn from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI). Presenter: Susan Zickmund

· Qualitative Methods in Rapid Turn-Around Health Services Research. Presenter: Alison Hamilton

Upcoming:

· December 17th   Effective of HER use on Patient and Provider Communications.  Presenter: Agha Zia

· December 18th  Creating, Implementing and Assessing a PACT Training Program within the Minneapolis Health Care System.  Presenters: Craig Roth and Gregory Stewart

QUERI Program Updates – Dr. David Atkins / Dr. Amy Kilbourne
· QUERI Partnered Evaluation Center Call for Proposals: The QUERI Program, in partnership with the Caregiver Support Program, Care Management and Social Work Services (CM/SWS, 10P4C), is soliciting concept papers to establish an Evaluation Center (for up to 2 years, and $400,000 per year) to support the VHA Caregiver Support Program in the evaluation of program components under the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010.  Concept papers are due December 20th. Please see http://www.queri.research.va.gov/call-for-papers-caregivers.pdf for additional information.
· QUERI has a new webpage featuring its funding opportunities especially related to partnered research: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/partnered_research.cfm 
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D.
1) Update on the Fall 2013 Merit Review Cycle

All review panels for the Fall 2013 BLR&D and CSR&D review cycle have now met; the last meetings took place on Friday, December 13.

We are making every effort to release scores and percentiles for each meeting as quickly as possible after each meeting so that they can be viewed in eRA Commons by the applicants and signing officials in the local Research & Development Office.

Editing and preparation Summary Statements will take additional time following each meeting, but will also be released directly to the applicants through eRA Commons as quickly as possible. 

Please remind applicants at your medical center that we strongly prefer to discuss an application after their Summary Statement has been released; this allows everyone to be discussing the same information.

Funding decisions for the Fall 2013 cycle will be made by the Directors of BLR&D and CSR&D in January; we will not be able to provide information on whether an application has been selected for funding until after that time. 

2) I would like to remind the Field that the deadline for the submission of nominees for the Barnwell and Middleton Awards is February 1st, 2014. 

An e-mail with a description of the two awards, the eligibility requirements, and application guidelines was sent out to the field by Dr. Potter in early December - please distribute this to potential nominees.  BL &CS Portfolio Managers in Central Office will likewise review their portfolios and make recommendations to the field.  We should like to give everyone enough time to gather the necessary paperwork to complete these applications which requires at least 3 letters of recommendations.

In terms of guidance on whom to nominate, please remember the Barnwell award is CSR&D’s highest honor for outstanding clinical innovation, while the Middleton award is BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement.  In both cases, the applicant’s contribution to science must stand up the scrutiny of a review committee who can objectively comment on the impact and originality of the candidate’s research.  These awards are not reflections of history of peer-reviewed funding or large numbers of publication.  So, a successful nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime importance to VA’s research mission
Finally, the nominations packages for the 2013 Barnwell and Middleton nominees at this time are in Dr. Petzel’s Office for approval.
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