Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, February 9, 2015
1. Welcome and Updates on Research 
Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.

2. Creation of Research Data Inventory to Resolve OIG report 11-01823-294 
James L. Breeling, MD
Reviewed the OIG report – VHA cited for poor research data management over the data lifecycle including inability to provide an inventory of research data. OIG quarterly reporting now before Congress.  To close the recommendation, OIG wants to be assured that the controls and monitoring activities were working as intended.  Recent memo from CRADO mandates each research location create and maintain a Research Data Inventory.  Dr. Jim Breeling will be releasing an FAQ to help answer questions resulting from the memo.  This will be the first stage of larger efforts to manage research data including projects designing more on-line storage capability, policies and practices designed to meet White House and OMB mandates for open data, as well as OIG mandates to protect the data we generate.  Questions and issues should be addressed to james.breeling@va.gov.
3. Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Research Week:

As mentioned before,  2015 is the 90th Anniversary of VA Research.  This year’s Research Week will be from May 18 – 22, 2015 with the theme “VA Research – 

90 Years of Excellence.”  

National VA Research Week—generally held the third week in May —offers an exceptional opportunity to focus national attention on how VA Research has improved Veterans’ lives. Research Week involves a variety of integrated efforts, such as special events at VA facilities across the country; synchronizing and coordinating local and national media outreach; informing congressional leadership about VA Research achievements; providing information to Veterans and prospective VA researchers; hosting a radio media tour; and deploying VA leadership to selected field sites. These efforts work synergistically to strengthen support at the local and national level. The overall effect is to enhance VA’s reputation across all key stakeholder groups. 

We ask for your support and commitment to making this a memorable Research Week and will be in touch as we further develop the 90th Anniversary Research Week campaign. Contact information, a list of field events and resources can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/default.cfm .

Research Topic Information:

ORD has a list of key areas of study available on the ORD website.  A current overview of noteworthy past and current research is provided as well as a one-page printable fact sheet.  The research topic overviews can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/topics/default.cfm .

4. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
The support for our recent budget increase request in the FY16 President’s Budget is in part due to us showing success in lowering our carryover.  We still have some improvement needed in execution of those prior year dollars.  Mr. Dunlow reminded the field  of the necessity to get those prior year dollars executed.  Also mentioned was the successful appeal of the withdrawal of ORD’s unallocated 870 funds.  All programs impacted by this action, QUERI, Genomics, and CSP have had their dollars restored.  These dollars have been restored with the stipulation that ORD use these funds to support various evaluations of the Choice Act.  Finally, Mr. Dunlow reminded the field to make sure that option years on agreements are executed prior to the end of the preceding performance period.  Options on agreements may not be executed if the agreement is allowed to lapse.
5.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
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PT Foundation Awards Dr. Linda Resnick Center Grant:
Congratulations to Rehabilitation R&D Research Career Scientist Linda Resnik, PT, PhD who recently received a $2.5 million/5-year grant from the Foundation for Physical Therapy to establish the Center on Health Services Training and Research (CoHSTAR) with the goal of building health services research capacity in physical therapy.  The Center will partner with Boston University and the University of Pittsburgh and has strong ties with VA investigators and resources. 

http://www.apta.org/PTinMotion/News/2015/2/5/FoundationCOEAnnouncement/

Fall 2014 SPiRE Review:
Notifications of intent-to-fund were sent to the PI, ACOS/R&D and AO via email on January 15.  These applications will have a status “to be paid” in the eRA Commons.  Applications not selected for funding will stay in a “pending council” status.  A summary of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were sent to the  ACOS/R&D and AO on January 27.  

Winter 2015 Review:

Scientific merit review meetings will be held February 24-27. Scores will be released in eRA on March 4 and summary statements will be released on March 31 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-April.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Timeline for Spring 2015 SPiRE Submission: 
The LOI submission deadline was February 2.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received was sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO on February 4 acknowledging receipt.  That communication serves in lieu of an approval letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than February 20.

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by March 16, making the last possible submission date March 11.  Once an application is accepted, it is imperative that both the PI and Signing Official review the application for completeness and accuracy during the 2-day examination period prior to verification.  We strongly encourage early submission to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected.  Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
March 2015 Scientific Merit Review Board

HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will take place on March 3-5, 2015 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA.  The Career Development Awards review panel, will also meet at the VHA Conference Center on March 3-4, 2015.
A total of 154 applications will be reviewed in the SMRB meetings. This includes 108 IIRs, 39 Pilots, and 7 NRI proposals. A total of 24 applications will be reviewed in the CDA review panel. Reviewer assignments to applications have been made, and applications are currently under committee review. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the SMRB meeting.

RFA (HX-14-011) Gulf War Veterans Service Directed Research (SDR)
The Ad Hoc review panel convened in Washington, DC on January 28, 2015. 10 applications were reviewed. Scores were released on February 3rd. Summary statements are expected to be released soon. 

Next Merit Review Cycle – Summer 2015:

HSR&D will be posting updated RFAs in mid-to late-March for the Summer 2015 Merit Review Cycle. 
Please note that the new NIH Biosketch template will be required for these applications. Detailed instructions can be found in the currently posted VA-ORD SF424 Guide.
The HSR&D ITS in ART will open April 20th with a deadline of May 1st (at 8:00pm EST). The first day to submit full applications to Grants.gov is May 15 with the last possible submission date for applications on June 12.
For questions regarding the Winter or Summer 2015 HSR&D SMRB process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov
SOTA

We will be holding a State of the Art Conference to inform the “Choice Act” and  “Care Coordination” within VA.  A call to investigators to solicit their interest and input should be announced soon.  
QUERI Updates – Amy Kilbourne, Ph.D
· In early February 2015, QUERI had its remaining FY15 funds restored but with the condition that the restored funds be used exclusively to support the evaluation of the Veterans Choice Act. 

· The Choice Act evaluation was requested by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and is a joint effort of the Office of Research and Development (ORD) and Office of Analytics and Business Intelligence (OABI), with QUERI to play a key role in specific evaluations of ongoing learning and implementation of the Choice Act.

· A rapid response RFA will be released this week to solicit proposals to support initial evaluation efforts of the Choice Act (e.g., overarching definitions of success, key measures, and development of rigorous methodologies). 
· The QUERI R&M Committee met February 3-4, 2015 and reviewed the updated Strategic Plan and current progress of the QUERI Centers, taking into account the VA reorganization and budgetary challenges, as well as recommendations from the QUERI national evaluation
CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting
The dates for the meeting have not been finalized, but we are aiming for July 15-17.

Call for abstracts has been announced. Abstracts are due March 16. We look forward to lots of great submissions!
Cyberseminars
Recent sessions include:

1/27/2015:  The Basics of Shared Decision Making, Angie Fagerlin

1/21/2015:  The Patient Care Assessment System (PCAS) for PACT Teams: New Tools in Release 2!, Tamara Box

1/14/2015:  Service Utilization among Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans Screening Positive for Traumatic Brain Injury, Shira Maguen

Visit the cyberseminar archive for 24/7 on-demand viewing of these and other sessions.
Upcoming sessions of interest include:
2/11/2015:  Developing (and getting funded for) shared decision making interventions, Angie Fagerlin and Sarah Hawley

2/18/2015:  Patient-Centered Care for Minority Veterans: PACT Implementation and Outpatient Healthcare Experiences, Leslie Hausmann and Susan Hernandez

2/19/2015:  Symptom Management for PTSD: Mantram Repetition Program Randomized Clinical Trial Results, Jill Bormann

Visit the cyberseminar catalog to register for these and other upcoming sessions.

ESP Reports
Several new reports were posted in January:

· Transitions of Care from Hospital to Home [intranet only]

· Comparative Effectiveness of Proton Irradiation Treatment [intranet only]

· Electronic Health Record-based Interventions for Reducing Inappropriate Imaging in the Clinical Setting [intranet only]

Visit the ESP website for access to all published reports.

HSR&D in the Literature
Janke-Stedronsky S, Stock E, Tsan J, MacCarthy A, MacCarthy D, and Copeland L. Association of Parental Status and Diagnosis of Post-traumatic Stress Disorder among Veterans of Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy. January 19, 2015; e-pub ahead of print.

BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Michael R. Burgio, Ph.D.

· BL/CSR&D RFAs for 2015 were released on January 30.  The structure of the RFAs have been significantly revised however actual policy changes are minimal.  A list of the policy changes were sent to ACOSs and AOs last week.  Some important changes include:  (1) The research objectives in many of the RFAs have been updated. (2) Applications with multiple VA-performance sites should use a separate budget form for each site; unified budgets will no longer be accepted. (3) Use of non-Veteran subjects, even when utilizing biobank material, requires director approval at the LOI stage (for applications that require LOIs) or at the JIT stage; use of non-Veteran subjects must be justified.
· We will now accept requests for application assignment to specific subcommittees at the time of submission.  Requests will be accepted following release of the purview document and no later than April 6.  Requests need to be signed by the local RD officer (ACOS-R or AO) and can be sent to the review mailbox vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov. 
· The deadlines for letters of intent (LOI) for career development applications and clinical trial applications have been moved up to May 1 for the Fall cycle and November 1 for the Spring cycle.  Investigators may only submit one clinical trial LOI for each submission cycle. [image: image2.bmp]
PAGE  
6

