ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, March 19, 2012 
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
2. Communications Update – Suzana Iveljic
Research Week:
All nominees selected for Research Week have been notified.  Congratulations to the following VAMCs:  Boston, Cleveland, Milwaukee, Phoenix, and Providence.

3. Non Profit Program Update – Kimberly Collins
The 2011 Annual Report Template will be sent to your VA Nonprofit this week.  This is due to our office no later than June 1, 2012.  We would love to provide extensions, but the our window of time to compile this and submit it to Congress is extremely short, so no extensions can be provided. 

I am pleased to announce that a new Nonprofit has been established in Boise, Idaho this year.  Two sites have made application for Multi-NPCs, this is where one VA NPC can serve more than one medical center.  If your site is interested in becoming a multi-NPC, please let me know.

We are completed with approximately 50% of the reviews.  They are going extremely well.  One item to note specifically is to please review your Inter Personnel Act Agreements, we are find many errors on these.  If you have questions, please call my office.  We are preparing an IPA training, specifically going over the form and the correct responses.  

We have contacted the NPCs who are scheduled for FY 2012.  

Please visit the NPPO web site located in the Office of Research and Development web site or call us if the Nonprofit Program Office can provide any assistance.

4.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn
Post-Review Information:

RR&D held scientific merit review during two sessions March 6 – 8 and March 13-14, 2012. Scientific priority scores will go out this week (week of March 19th). Summary of Discussions will go out the week of April 16th, 2012. Intent-to-Fund decisions will be made mid- to late-April. Funding levels will be similar to those of the previous round (August 2011) where applications in approximately the 15th percentile or better were able to be supported.
· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen
SMRB News:

Winter 2012 Merit Review: March 2012 Scientific Merit Review Board.  

119 IIRs, 1 Service Directed Program project in Research Best Practices, and 8 CREATE program applications that included 36 individual projects were reviewed during the March 6-8, 2012 Scientific Merit Review Board meeting in New Orleans. Scores were released to PIs on March 13 via eRA. Summary statements with key points will be released to PIs via eRA at the end of March for CREATEs and early April for IIRs. Notification of Review Outcome letters will be released to the field via ART in mid-April.

Summer 2012 Merit Review.  Critical dates for HSR&D’s Summer, 2012 Merit Review submission cycle are presented below:

· April 2 (Monday) - ITS opens in ART 

· May 1 (Tuesday) – ITS closes in ART

· May 15 (Tuesday) - first day to submit applications to eRA/Grants.gov

· June 8 (Friday) - down to the wire submission date.  This is last opportunity to submit an application and utilize the 2 business day examination window

· June 11 & 12 (Monday & Tuesday) – the 2 day review period

· June 13 (Wednesday) - last change/correction applications date

· June 13 (Wednesday) - last possible application submission date; submissions on June 13 cannot use the 2 business day examination window and will miss the June 18 eRA verification deadline

· June 18 (Monday) - eRA verification completed

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting: 

Market research has been completed.  At this time, we know neither the hotel nor the city.  The meeting remains scheduled for the week of July 16, 2012.

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. LeRoy Frey
The Cooperative Studies Program is pleased to announce the kick-off of two new CSP studies.

CSP # 577, the “Colonoscopy vs. Fecal Immunochemical Testing in Reducing Mortality from Colorectal Cancer” or CONFIRM trial, will kick-off on March 27.  This study is led by Dr. Jason Dominitz of the Seattle VA and Dr. Douglas Robertson of the White River Junction VA.  It will compare screening colonoscopy with annual fecal immunochemical testing screening in average risk individuals.  Colorectal cancer death is the primary study endpoint.  The study team plans to enroll 50,000 participants over 2.5 years at 40 VA medical centers with 10 years of patient follow-up.

CSP #576, the “VA Augmentation and Switching Treatments for Improving Depression Outcomes” or VAST-D trial, is planning to kick-off in June.  This study, led by Dr. Somaia Mohamed of the West Haven VA and Dr. Sidney Zisook of the San Diego VA, will compare the short- and long-term benefits and risks of three treatment strategies for major depressive disorder.  The study aims to enroll 1518 patients over 2 years from 30 VA medical centers.

For more information about these studies please contact the Study Chairs.

Next, the following information is related to the FY2012 Shared Equipment Evaluation Program (ShEEP) and the Laboratory Animal Major Equipment (LAMb) programs.  Due to budgetary constraints we may not be able to fund any equipment this year.  However, we will accept applications in case funding is made available later in the year.  The deadline for applications is April 15th.  We will be reducing the Sheep application package by no longer requiring submission instruction items 3.c.--History of Research at the Facility and 3.h--Appendix.  Revised guidelines will be posted on the intranet.  Should you have further questions on either of these equipment programs, please contact either Sara Clark or Bridgett Baer.

Last, applications for the BLR&D and CSR&D Spring  2012 review cycle have been received.  There are 515 Merit Review proposals, 61 CDA-2 Career Development proposals, 8 Pilot Project proposals, and 5 Program Project proposals.  We are in the process of completing the administrative check of the applications and assigning the applications to Review Panels. The Panels are scheduled to meet in May and June with results anticipated to be released in late July 2012.[image: image1.bmp]
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