ORD Field Conference Call Notes


Monday, April 19, 2012
1.  Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2.  Research Information Security and Privacy Advisory Panel (RISPAP) – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
Dr. Kupersmith announced the formation of the Research Information Security and Privacy Advisory Panel (RISPAP).  He advised that the panel was launched on March 19, 2012, and was created to aid in the interpretation and clarification of VA and VHA information security and privacy policies related to the performance of research activities.  Panel members are comprised of leadership from the Office of Informatics and Analytics (OIA), Office of Information Technology (OIT), Office of Research and Development (ORD), and Office of Research Oversight (ORO).  The primary goal of the panel is to act as an advisory panel to Medical Centers, VISNs, researchers and other relevant unites and individuals regarding interpretation and clarification of information security and privacy policy.  The panel hopes to create a streamlined mechanism for which employees may submit information security or privacy related questions or clarification requests.  The Advisory Panel meets monthly to review questions and requests for policy clarification.  All inquiries must be submitted by email at VHACORISPAP@VA.GOV and using the approved submission template, which is available from the panel website at HTTPS://VAWW.ORD.PORTAL.VA.GOV/SITES/COMM/RISPAP/DEFAULT.ASPX.  Anyone within the VA community may submit an inquiry to the Advisory Panel.  Panel responses will be based on a majority concurrence and will be sent to submitter within three weeks after the conclusion of review and discussion.  

3.  VA Human Research Protection Program Accreditation Contract Update – Drs. Joel Kupersmith and Lynn Cates
· As was previously announced, the new Veterans Affairs (VA) contract for accrediting VA Human Research Protection Programs (HRPP) has been awarded to Alion Science and Technology Corporation.  The VA contract with the Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs, Inc. ® (AAHRPP) expired on March 31, 2012.
· ORD will work with Alion to make the transition for the field and academic affiliates as seamless as possible over the next few months.  The plan is to recognize everyone’s hard work with AAHRPP.
· There is nothing the field needs to do at this time.
· ORD will work with Alion to ensure standards and processes are appropriate and can be readily adopted by the field.
· ORD will create a new schedule for accreditation of VA facilities’ HRPPs based on their HRPP accreditation status and history.  The schedule will include time for the new system to be initiated and then will pick up the process where AAHRPP left off as follows:

· Facilities whose AAHRPP applications were in progress will pick up where they left off.  Alion will evaluate these facilities’ HRPPs based on the applications they already have created; the facilities will not have to re-write their applications.
· Facilities whose HRPPs are already accredited will be scheduled for re-accreditation when they were originally due (i.e., if they were just accredited for 5 years will be scheduled to complete the re-accreditation process in 5 years). 

· For facilities with affiliate IRBs, ORD is working to ensure the transition goes smoothly.  ORD will get information out as soon as possible.

· ORD is seeking advice from the Office of General Counsel on the letter AAHRPP sent to accredited VA facilities indicating its intention to revoke their HRPP accreditation.  In the meantime, since AAHRPP is no longer under contract with VA:

· There is no requirement for VA facilities to pay AAHRPP to maintain their HRPP accreditation.   

· Facilities maintaining AAHRPP accreditation will not be exempt from obtaining HRPP accreditation from the new vendor under contract with VA.
· AAHRPP has filed a protest and the Contracting Officer has issued a stop work order for Alion.
· ORD will provide more information as soon as it becomes available.
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