Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 16, 2014
1. Welcome and Updates on Research - Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.
2.  
Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Please inform your local PAO of any studies that will likely be of interest to the general public.

All media requests at the local level should be processed through your local center PAO.  Please let ORD Communications know so that we can provide any required backup information to OPIA.

3. Execution of FY14 Fiscal Program – Allen Dunlow
I recently sent out a memo on about changes to ORD Fiscal Management in FY15.  I appreciate the comments I got back.  The primary intent of what I’m doing is to try to get our accounts in line so that we haven’t paid so many of our bills forward and primarily pay current year bills with current year money (the first year of our two year appropriation). I fully understand the challenges with HR, Contracting, and IT.  But regardless of those challenges, I need to figure out a way to execute our program more in line with our annual appropriation.

4. Nonprofit Program – Kimberly Collins, MBA 
The Nonprofit Program Office is busy compiling the Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2013.  We anticipate revenues to be less than last year but do not have actual numbers.

Thirty percent of the Annual Report Forms have been returned to the NPCs for correction.  This has taken a great deal of additional time from the NPPO.
The VA Nonprofits have two training opportunities during the last quarter of FY 2014:

1)  The next Executive Director Training will be held in Kansas City on August 26 and 27th.  There is no charge for this training, other than the cost of the participants’ travel.  Please contact Paula Floyd at paula.Floyd@va.gov for enrollment.

2)  NAVREF Conference which provides training for the NPC personnel and board members will be held on September 14 through 17, 2014 in Washington, DC.  Registration is open at navref.org.

5.
Service Updates:

· RR&D Update – Tiffany Asqueri, MBA
Spring 2014 SPiRE Review:

Impact scores and summary statements have been released in eRA. Intent-to-fund decisions are pending. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements will be sent to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

We anticipate having funds available to start awards selected from the Spring 2014 cycle as soon as they are in full compliance, no later than 180 days from the notice of intent to award.

Summer 2014 Review:

Today, June 16, is the verification deadline in eRA.  As of this morning, 179 applications (142 Merit, 8 CDA1 and 29 CDA2) have verified.  Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  Additionally, RR&D has received 2 RCS and 6 SRCS applications.

Scientific merit review meetings will be held August 1-8. Scores will be released in eRA on August 13 and summary statements will be released on September 9 with intent-to-fund decisions by early October. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS/R&D and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

We anticipate having funds available to start awards selected from the Summer 2014 cycle as soon as they are in full compliance, no later an 180 days from the notice of intent to award.

CoE and REAP Review:

The application verification deadline is July 18, making the last possible submission date July 15.  

 

Timeline for Fall 2014 SPiRE Submission: 

The SPiRE RFA is posted on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.    

The LOI submission deadline is August 1 for the September application submission.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions.   LOI instructions are available on the RR&D website at  http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Fall 2014 SPiRE Review.  Applications will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO within one week of the submission deadline.  That communication serves in lieu of a letter.  If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than August 22.

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and off-site research are also due no later than August 1 for the September application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review.  Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI.  E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver).  Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2014 SPiRE Review. 

The application verification deadline is September 15, making the last possible submission date September 10.   

We anticipate having funds available to start awards as soon as they are in full compliance.

Paul B. Magnuson Award:

Nominations are being accepted through September 2.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
Field Reported Research Barriers:  We are designing a system for responding to field reports of barriers to research that will provide a systematic approach to resolving issues that often require months of effort working with multiple stakeholders to reach a solution. Examples include data access approval delays, challenges in the implementation of survey research methods, and IT resource limitations. The system will provide the basis for improved communication with the field about the progress toward solutions. The system is expected to be released in August, 2014.
Nominations for Shared Decision Making Training:  We are working with the Society for Medical Decision Making (SMDM) on a Short Course on Shared Decision Making for VA investigators. The training had been originally scheduled for October 2013, but had to be cancelled with the cancellation of all VHA non-mission critical travel at that time. While we are in the early stages of seeking approval for the VA Short Course, we anticipate that it will be held on October 19th, 2014, from 2 to 5:30 pm at the National Doral in Miami, FL, where the SMDM 2014 36th Annual North American Meeting is taking place. The course may be of special interest to junior investigators and others who are seeking to develop expertise in shared decision making and other approaches to patient engagement. 

SMRB Update:

The deadline for submission of applications for HSR&D’s Summer 2014 merit review program was Wednesday, June 11th, 2014 and the final verification deadline was Sunday, June15th. At this time, applications continue to be processed in the eRA system. Reviewer assignments to review groups and to applications are currently being made. 
HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting is scheduled to take place August 26th-28th, 2014 at the VHA Conference Center in Arlington, VA.  The Career Development Awards review panel will meet in Washington, DC on August 26th-27th, 2014. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the SMRB meeting.

As requested by the field, below are funding rates for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd submissions, from Winter 2012 – Winter 2014 cycles.  
	*IIRs only*
	Winter 2012

(18% IIRs funded, 

116 IIRs total)
	Summer 2012

(19.8% IIRs funded, 

110 IIRs total)
	Winter 2013

(20.8% IIRs funded, 

106 IIRs total)
	Summer 2013

(24.5% IIRs funded, 

102 IIRs total)
	Winter 2014

(20.4% IIRs funded, 

109 IIRs total)

	First Submission
	Submitted: 78
	Submitted: 58
	Submitted: 64
	Submitted: 50
	Submitted: 69

	
	Funded: 3
	Funded: 3
	Funded: 4
	Funded: 3
	Funded: 5

	Second Submission
	Submitted: 30
	Submitted: 39
	Submitted: 31 
	Submitted: 40 
	Submitted: 24 

	
	Funded: 10
	Funded: 12
	Funded: 12
	Funded: 12
	Funded: 10

	Third Submission
	Submitted: 8 
	Submitted: 13
	Submitted: 11  
	Submitted: 12 
	Submitted: 16 

	
	Funded: 8
	Funded: 10
	Funded: 6
	Funded: 10
	Funded: 7


For questions regarding the Summer 2014 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov
CDA Cyber Seminar:

Dr. John Finney and staff at Palo Alto will be presenting the results of their evaluation of the CDA program via cyberseminar on July 8 from 2-3 ET.  Findings on the personal characteristics and VA retention rates of HSR&D CDA recipients will be presented and their productivity will be compared with that of NIH and AHRQ K awardees in health services research.  Publication trajectories of the three groups will be highlighted. Ongoing work to examine the characteristics and quality of mentoring relationships, and the associations of those characteristics with CDA and mentor outcomes also will be described.



CIDER UPDATES:
21 HSR&D Research Topics

A new section on the HSR&D web makes it easy for you to find current HSR&D projects, citations, reports, cyberseminars, videos, or other products and resources by 21 of the most popular topics.  HSR&D Research Topics
FORUM—May issue on Connected Health

The May issue of HSR&D’s newsletter FORUM is now available on the web.  The topic is Connected Health with a lead commentary article by Drs. Neil Evans and Kathleen Frisbee, Co-Directors , Connected Health, Office of Informatics and Analytics.  Articles highlighting connected health research include topics such as: an update on Tele ICU; eHealth Measures; and, Telehealth innovations providing care closer to home.

Evidence Brief

A new Evidence Synthesis Program Brief is available on the Intranet only.  The topic is Effectiveness of Mandatory Computer-Based Trainings on Government Ethics, Workplace Harassment, or Privacy and Information Security-Related Topics. (Prepared by Kim Peterson, MS, Ellen McCleery, MPH, ESP Center, Portland VA Medical Center, Portland, OR. May 2014.)

Recent HSR&D in the Literature

Hebert P, Liu C-F, Wong E, et al. Patient-Centered Medical Home Initiative Produced Modest Economic Results for the Veterans Health Administration, 2010-2012. Health Affairs. June 2, 2014;33(6):

Roumie C, Greevy R, Grijalva C, Hung A, Liu X, Murff H, Elasy T, Griffin M. Association between Intensification of Metformin Treatment with Insulin versus Sulfonylureas and Cardiovascular Events and All-Cause Mortality among Patient with Diabetes. JAMA. June 11, 2014

Prentice J, Davies M, and Pizer S. Which Outpatient Wait-Time Measures are Related to Patient Satisfaction? American Journal of Medical Quality. May-June 2014;29(3):227-235.

Schweizer M, Cullen J, Perencevich E, and Vaughan Sarrazin M. Costs Associated with Surgical Site Infections in VA Hospitals. JAMA Surgery May 21, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Cyberseminars - Upcoming sessions:
	6/17/2014
	Modernizing VHA Legacy IT: RAPTOR Project (Radiology Protocol Tool Recorder)
	register 

	6/18/2014
	The Why and How of Patient-Centered Care: Learning from OEF/OIF Veterans
	register 

	6/18/2014
	Implications of the Affordable Care Act for Use of VA Primary Care: Lessons from the Massachusetts Health Reform
	register 

	6/24/2014
	Diagnosis, Mechanism and Management of Fatigue in Mild Traumatic Brain Injury
	register 

	
	
	


Recent sessions that are now archived and available 24/7 or via transcript can be found on the web here: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive.cfm Select archived sessions include:
	6/10/2014 
	Gender Differences in Psychopharmacologic Treatment among Veterans Diagnosed with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 

	6/10/2014 
	Developing Effective Partnerships for Implementation Research and Evaluations of Quality Improvement Programs 

	6/5/2014 
	A New Survey for Assessing the Primary Care Experience for Homeless Patients, the PCQ-H 

	5/28/2014 
	Medical Decision Making and Decision Analysis 

	5/28/2014 
	Neuroimaging in the Assessment of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), Mild TBI, and PTSD 

	5/27/2014 
	Differentiating the Long-Term Consequences of TBI and Psychological Trauma: When and Why Does it Matter? 

	5/22/2014 
	Controlled Chaos: Tracking Decisions During an Evolving Analysis 

	5/21/2014 
	The VA Caregiver Support Evaluation Center: Overview of Mixed Methods to Assess Short-Term Impacts of VA Caregiver Support on Veterans and Caregivers 

	5/21/2014 
	PACT: Part 1) Improving Depression Care Following Psychiatry Hospitalization; Part 2) Relationship of Mental Illness and Ambulatory Care Sensitive Condition (ACSC)-Related Hospitalizations among Veterans seen in VA Primary Care 


· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D. 
All 25 panels completed their reviews on Friday, 6/13. We expect all scores will be released by the end of this week (6/20). We plan to announce our funding decision for the top scorers by the end of June. Additional funding decisions will be announced by mid-July when the summary statements will be released. 

Please do not call program managers regarding funding decision or to discuss your application. Program managers will be available for consultation following the release of summary statements.[image: image1.bmp]
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