ORD Field Conference Call Notes
Monday, July 21, 2008
1. Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
Dr. Kupersmith noted the recent discussions about CSP 519.
2. VA Central IRB and the 2009 ORD Local Accountability Meeting – Lynn Cates, MD
VA Central IRB

The VA Central IRB has been appointed.  It has 20 voting members, including 2 co-chairs, and 6 nonvoting members.  It has been meeting for training and administrative purposes since December.  It will review the first multi-site project, CSP 562, on August 12, 2008.  To date, 36 VA facilities have taken part in Webinars to provide guidance on the MOU and FWA changes that will need to be made before the facilities can use the VA Central IRB.  The next Webinars will be next week.  If your site is not already working on your MOU and FWA, please either call our PRIDE toll-free number (877) 254-3130, or email us at va.central.irb@va.gov to get on the list for next week’s Webinars.


2009 ORD Local Accountability for Research Meeting

The 2009 ORD Local Accountability for Research Meeting will be held January 13–14, 


2009 at the Marriott Baltimore Waterfront.  ORD will pay travel expenses for up


to 5 representatives from each VA facility that performs research.  Those 5 will be the


Medical Center Director, Chief of Staff, ACOS/R, AO/R and the Research Compliance


Officer.  Since the program will be directed at these 5 positions, no substitutions will be


possible.  Please mark your calendars, and be sure your Medical Center Director and

Chief of Staff mark their calendars.  We will provide more information as it becomes available.  Registration for the 2009 Local Accountability Research Meeting will be in the late fall.
 
3. Data Security and Community Outreach Updates – Reuben Wright, PhD, MS, MMAS
ORD Security participated in the VA’s Information Technology Conference held at the Gaylord Hotel, here in Oxon Hill, MD and was part of a panel of Subject Matter Experts for data security for research projects.  ORD Security will participate in a policy working group July 28th and 29th, 2008 in Washington, DC in VACO.

ORD Community Outreach participated in the 99th Annual NAACP convention in Cincinnati, OH July 11th-16, 2008, the Vietnam Veterans of American (VVA) national conference held July 16th -20, 2008 in Greenville, SC, the Veterans of Modern Warfare (an OIF/OEF/Gulf War veteran’s association) that was held concurrently with VVA, July 16th -20th , 2008 in Greenville, SC and the Montford Point Marine Association (an African American US Marine Corps VSO) that was held in Houston, TX also July 16th -20, 2008.

4.
Service Updates:
●
HSR&D – Shirley Meehan, PhD
Scientific Merit Review Program
HSR&D will review 103 proposals August 19-21 in Boston.  Requests to observe any portion of the reviews I(for which you have no conflicts) should be directed to Tiffany Asqueri at tiffany.asqueri@va.gov.   Electronic notifications of scores are planned within two weeks after review, and summary statements and critiques no later than six weeks thereafter.
 
Career Development 
Frequently Asked Questions for this program were updated on the HSR&D website July 2.
 
New and Forthcoming Solicitations
 

Research on Educational Interventions for Health Professionals
We hope you all saw the Program announcement for “Research on Educational Interventions for Health Professionals,” issued June 30 and on the ORD web site.  We were pleased to have more than 300 participants in the July 10 conference call.  Please be reminded that concept papers are due July 31st and invited full proposals September 30th.  Dr. Kate Bent at katherine.bent@va.gov or 202-254-0248 is leading this initiative.  
 
Traumatic Brain Injury 
A new Program Announcement in this area was posted on the web July 1; watch for additional items in this area.  Dr. Martha Bryan at martha.bryan@va.gov or 202-254-0251 is HSR&D’s lead on this initiative if you have questions.
 
Updated HSR&D Priorities
The updated HSR&D priorities solicitation also is in concurrence and will be distributed as soon as we get 10N concurrence, anticipated within the next few weeks.   
 
National Meetings Planned
The Quality Enhancement Research Initiative National meeting is set for December 10-12 in Phoenix.  The theme is “Strengthening the Connection between Research and Operations” and details are available on the website.
 
The HSR&D National Meeting is set for February 11-13, 2009 in Baltimore; the call for abstracts was released today and the information is on our web site.  
 
Publications
The summer issue of Forum on the topic of Access currently is available on the web and print copies will be coming to you soon.  
 
A primer on Collaborative Care for Depression in the Primary Care Setting based on the TIDES program will be distributed in early August.
 
  
●
RR&D Update – Michael Selzer, MD, PhD
Upcoming scientific merit review
The scientific merit review dates are August 28-29, 2008 and September 3-4, 2008. There are 112 merit proposals and 30 career applications (all types) in for review. Scientific priority scores and percentiles will be sent out by September 12, 2008. 
 
February/March 2009 scientific merit review
RR&D will still require letters-of-intent (LOIs) for the December 25, 2008 submission deadline. LOIs are due October 15, 2008. All LOI procedures remain the same.  
 
Submission of merit or pilot project for review
The February/March 2009 review has an application deadline of December 15, 2008 via grants.gov / eRA commons. This is the only manner in which you can submit a merit or pilot project for review. However; Career Development applications (CDA-1, CDA-2, CDTA), as well as Research Career Scientist and Senior Research Career Scientist applications are submitted following current procedures. The NIH does not yet have electronic submission for career awards. Please note that two different submission procedures will be in effect for the February/March 2009 review. There will be NIH-based electronic submission for merit and pilot proposals and current submission procedures will apply to all career development and career scientist submissions.
 


Traumatic Brain Injury RFA
For RR&D, responses to the Traumatic Brain Injury RFA can be submitted for the February/March 2009 review.
 
RR&D Center & REAP solicitation 
The RR&D Center & Reap solicitation will be posted shortly. LOI deadlines for each are Tuesday, September 30, 2008. Full applications are due Monday, November 24, 2008. The submission process will not be via grants.gov/eRA commons, as there is not yet a mechanism in place to process these types of applications. The application process will follow current procedures and will be fully outlined in the solicitations.  The solicitation highlights priority areas in traumatic brain injury, social reintegration, including employment and regenerative medicine. 
 
Investigator eligibility requirements
The only eligibility requirement to submit applications to RR&D is the 5/8th VA appointment for the PI and the co-PI, if there is one.
 
da Vinci Awards

Two VA investigators have won the prestigious da Vinci Awards this year.  Da Vinci Awards honor exceptional design & engineering achievements in accessibility & universal design that empowers people of all abilities. The 2008 da Vinci lifetime achievement award will go to Jeff Kocsis, PhD.  He is Associate Director of the RR&D Center of Excellence on Restoration of Function in SCI and MS at the West Haven VAMC.  He has made significant contributions to the area of regeneration and remyelination in the spinal cord.  The 2008 Spirit of da Vinci award will go to Hugh Herr, PhD. He is associated with the RR&D Center of Excellence on Restorative and Regenerative Medicine at the Providence VAMC. Dr. Herr works in the area of advanced lower limb prostheses, and has developed the first electronic ankle-foot prosthesis.  The awards will be presented at a formal ceremony at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Detroit on September 20.  In 2007, the Lifetime Achievement Award went to Rory Cooper, PhD. He is Director of the RR&D Center of Excellence on Wheelchair and Associated Rehabilitation Engineering.  And in 2005, the award went to Dr. Dudley Childress of the Chicago VAMC, a pioneer in many aspects of rehabilitation engineering whose work was especially crucial to the development of advanced upper limb prostheses.  In fact, since their inception in 2002, five of the seven Lifetime Achievement Awards have gone to VA investigators or collaborators.  Since their inception in 2003, six Spirit of da Vinci Awards have been presented.  Dr. Herr is the first VA-associated recipient.
 
The Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development

The Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development held its annual editorial board meeting on July 17, 2008 in Baltimore.  The journal web site and that of RR&D has been down to a skeleton temporary web page.  An intermediate web site with far more band width will be up soon and will permit on-line access to back issues for at least the last five years.

 
VA/DoD (WRAMC) state-of-the-science symposium
As part of the VA/DoD (WRAMC) state-of-the-science symposium series on topics of importance and interest to OEF/OIF veteran, the next workshop will be Thursday, September 25, 2008. The symposium topic is ultrasound. As always, these events are held at WRAMC and do not have a registration fee. For more information contact: Mary R. Hershberger, M.Ed. at Email: hershbergerm@herlpitt.org.
 
●
CSR&D and BLR&D – Ron Przygodzki, MD
Merit Review Follow-up 

We have received 466 Merit Review Program proposals. Twenty one subcommittee meetings were held in order to review the submitted proposals. Most were in person, whereas 4 were convened by teleconference. Twenty eight percent of the proposals were streamlined this round, which is relatively similar that in the Fall 2007 cycle, where 27% were streamlined. In the end, 108 proposals were selected for funding in the Spring 2008 round, which constitutes approximately 23% of proposals funded. Notices for submission into JIT will be completed in the next few days.

As a reminder, BLR&D and CSR&D have transitioned to electronic submission of Merit Review applications beginning with the Fall 2008 review cycle.  The window for submission of electronic proposals to Grants.gov will open on August 15 and close on September 15.  Late submissions will not be accepted, except in very rare instances.  Questions about preparation or submission of applications should be sent as an e-mail to rd-era@va.gov.



Research Career Scientist Update

As we know, the program recognizes the scientific contributions of the most exceptional non-clinician PhD scientists in the VA. In 2008 there are 131 awardees, with 70 at the RCS level, and 61 at the Senior RCS level. We received 8 new applications, and 3 have been approved. We further received 15 renewal applications, all of which were approved. Also, 5 midterm progress reports were submitted for review, all of which were approved. Letters of notification are in the process of being sent to the local VAMC research offices. 

Genomic Medicine Program Update

We have had our Genomic Medicine Program Advisory Committee meeting last Friday July 18, 2008. The Committee was established to examine the potential of emerging genomic technologies; to optimize medical care for veterans; as well as to enhance the development of tests and treatments for relevant disease within the VA from a research standpoint. We have a handful of advisory working groups to provide insight on research still needed before genetic/genomic analysis becomes a routine element in management of specific disease. The Hereditary Non-Polyposis Colorectal Cancer Working Group as well as the Heritable Endocrine Tumor Working Group have identified that several of the mutations pertinent to these diseases are well established and could be viewed as useful in prognostics and diagnostics of such tumors. Areas needing further work include development of family history tools, as well as their incorporation into VistA; appropriate informatics infrastructure for genomic data results from certified labs; education of health professionals, providers, and patients about genetic diseases; providing genetic counseling; and finally identifying methods for best implementation of such testing VA-wide. Further, the development of innovative or cutting-edge genomic diagnostic and prognostic determination methodologies for breast carcinoma will be reviewed in a workshop to be presented in conjunction with the next GMPAC meeting in the fall. Both VA and non-VA experts in this arena will be solicited shortly.
6.  Announcements:

●
TBI RFA

In early July, the Office of Research and Development posted a program announcement to request merit review applications concerning Traumatic Brain Injury.  Each ORD service has posted an RFA on the VA intranet site http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm. The program announcement covers a broad array of potential research project and provides sample questions concerning animal models for TBI, imaging, clinical studies, rehabilitation and community integration, and other topics.  
●
The next ORD field call is scheduled for Monday, August 18, 2008, at 1:30 pm eastern.  To access the call, please dial 1-800-767-1750, access 17323.
