ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, January 24, 2011
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen
HSR&D National Meeting

The HSR&D National Meeting will convene February 16-18 at the Gaylord Convention Center in National Harbor, MD.  The Wednesday, February 16 meetings, are for Career Development Awardees and their mentors only.  The general meeting is February 17 and 18.  We encourage everyone to complete their National Meeting registration and make their hotel reservations without delay, as the hotel is already over 75% booked.  Hotel and Meeting registration information are posted on the HSR&D website 
Meeting registration closes January 31.

Hotel registration closes January 28.

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
 (1) Upcoming merit review is February 23rd and 24th and March 1st and 2nd.

We have a record number of applications with a total of 267. This breaks out into 145‬‪ full studies, 70 pilot, and 52 career development (12 CDA1, 37 CDA2, 2 RCS, and 1 SRCS) applications. 

(2) RR&D posting for Scientific Program Manager in Sensory/Communication Systems:

Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez, the Administrative Officer for RR&D, sent out email alerts on January 12th about this SPM posting. It closes on Wednesday, January 26th. Direct any questions to Mr. Gonzalez (ricardo.gonzalez@va.gov, 202.443.5761). 

· BLR&D – Dr. William Goldberg
Update for the Spring 2011 BLRD-CSRD Review Cycle

1) The submission window for Merit Review and Career Development applications for the Spring 2011 review cycle will be delayed by 10 days:

a) The first day to submit applications to grants.gov will be February 25

b) The last possible submission date (submission deadline) to Grants.gov will be 6 pm (local time) on March 22

c) The verification deadline in eRA commons will be March 25

2) A revised VA SF424 Application Guide and Revised RFAs for Merit Review and Career Development applications will be posted by January 31, 2011.

3) Revised Gulf War Research RFAs will be issued in February, with submission deadlines in March-April.

4) New RFAs will be issued for Pilot Projects (I21 funding mechanism) in Parkinson’s Disease, ALS, and Alzheimer’s Disease.

5) Summary of Changes to Merit Review Applications:

a) A separate 1-page Specific Aims attachment (02_VA_Specific_Aims.pdf) will be required for all applications (applications that exceed this page limit will not be accepted for review)

b) The Research Plan (02a_VA_Research_Plan.pdf)  page limit will be reduced by 1 page (24 pages for Merit Review)

c) Only start-up funds (maximum of $50,000) may be used to purchase equipment (individual items costing >$5,000 each); recurring budget (maximum $150,000 per year) may not be combined with start-up funds to purchase larger equipment items.

6) Summary of Changes to Career Development Applications:

a) A separate 1-page Specific Aims attachment (02_VA_Specific_Aims.pdf) will be required for all CDA-2 applications (applications that exceed this page limit will not be accepted for review)

b) The Research Plan (02a_VA_Research_Plan.pdf) page limit will be reduced by 1 page (19 pages for CDA-2)

c) The issue with page limits for the Career Plan and Mentoring Plan attachments for CDA‑2 applications has been corrected and the correct file names must be used:
02b_VA_Career_Plan.pdf (max 5 pages)

02c_VA_Mentoring_Plan.pdf (max 3 pages)

d) Significant changes have been made to limits on requested salary and required calendar months effort for CDA-2 applications – read the RFAs carefully. 


General Reminders:

1) There are no spaces in required file names for attachments.

2) The local VA Research & Development Office should submit all inquiries/problems concerning VA electronic submissions to the eRA Mailbox in Outlook (rd-era@va.gov).  This mailbox is not a communication mechanism for individual investigators to communicate directly with VACO personnel or by-pass the R&D Office.

3) Do not contact the eRA Helpdesk if you have problems preparing applications or understanding why you are receiving error messages from eRA Commons; they may provide you with instructions designed for NIH applications that will cause your application to be lost, rejected by eRA Commons, or administratively withdrawn from review.

3.   Move Update – Margaret Hannon:

ORD moved the week of December 13.  The move went well.  Regular business operation have been relatively normal.  If anyone needs our new phone numbers, they should contact me.
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