ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, January 26, 2009

1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2.    Community Outreach – Reuben Wright, PhD
The 2009 Community Outreach initiative will be as robust as ever.  The usual Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) will be visited such as American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Veterans, to name a few, however this year the Office of Research and Development (ORD) is making an effort to reach minority and women VSO that traditionally do not get information about VA research.  On February 23rd, 2009, here in Washington, DC., ORD will host the first of many future meetings that focus on minority and women VSOs.  Organizations that are scheduled to participate include the National Association of Black Veterans, National Association of Black Military Women, and the Tuskegee Airmen to name a few.  The larger VSOs are sending a minority and women veteran representative to share in the dialogue.  If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Reuben Wright, Community Outreach Coordinator via email or phone (202 281 9374).

Research Data Security
Research sites that have had a successful assessment from the Information Technology Oversight and Compliance Team (ITOC), you can expect your next visit approximately 3 years from that visit.  However, if you would like a “well check” before then, the ORD Security Manager Dr. Reuben Wright is available to visit your facility and review the ITOC checklist with research administration staff.  Dr. Wright accompanies ITOC on as many assessments as possible throughout the year to be a liaison for the research site being assessed and to de-conflict any issues that may arise during the ITOC assessment.

Research sites are reminded to use the Information Security Officer (ISO) and Privacy Officer (PO) on matters that relate to research data storage.  This includes hard copy storage of data as well.

If you have questions, please contact Dr. Reuben Wright via email or voice 
(202 281 9374).

Thanks to everyone for continuing to keep research data secure.

3.   Communication Update - Gina Clemons

Communication Initiative

· We have officially kicked off Phase II of the Research & Development communication initiative—national roll-out and spread. 

· In this phase, we are really trying to “brand” the program as a national program, and asking each of the medical centers and research facilities to assist in this endeavor. We have a number of elements, including the Research and Development identify mark, photo banners, power point presentations, template poster lay-outs, etc., that are available for your use. Incorporating one or more of the elements, especially the Research & Development identity mark, on all research related communications is strongly encouraged.

· To this end, each research office should have received a box containing sample material, and an order form. We ask that you consider using these elements within your center. Just as example, these are great resources for your Research Week activities. As you are using them, we would appreciate any feedback. If there other products that you think would assist your medical center, let us know.

Research Week

· Planning for Research Week 2009 (May 3-9) is in full gear. As you heard, the theme will be “Turning Hope into Reality.” 

· We are updating the template material that is on the web, and plan to have the update completed by mid-February. The Secretary’s Declaration and Research posters will be mailed in early March. In late April, you will receive a copy of the Research & Development program overview DVD.

VACO Research Week Activities

· In central office, we are planning on kicking of VA Research Week with a series of events that will occur on April 29-May 1. Activities will include congressional briefings, exhibits in the Cannon and Russell congressional building, a plenary session in the Senate Auditorium of the new Capital Visitor Center, followed by a congressional reception, and veterans’ day health fair at the Washington VAMC on May 1.

· We need your help to make these activities successful!

· Thank you to all who have submitted research highlights and research center summaries. For those that have not, we really implore you to do so. We want to make sure that national aspect and research scope are evident during all events. We need material from across the country to make this happen. If you have not sent your material in, please send it to Christine Amereihn at Christine.amereihn@va.gov as soon as possible.

· Also, we are trying to identify recognized “spokesperson.” These are individuals such as athletes that are a known face and will help to attract participation in activities. We know that a number of centers have local spokespersons and are asking that you send us their name and a contact source if you believe they may be interested in participating in the VACO activities. 

· By February, 4th please send the name to gina.clemons@va.gov.

Thank your for your assistance in making VA Research Week 2009 a great success!

4.   IT Update – Maureen Carroll

Initially IT funds were to be sent directly to each facility by OI&T based on the IT information each of you provided in June 2008. This has not occurred therefore, we will have to use the approach that was taken last year. Each Service within ORD will compile a spreadsheet which will consist of Station #, Program #, Project ID, Project Name and Investigator which will include input from each facility. We apologize for this inconvenience and redundant exercise but are trying to do whatever we can to get IT funds to your facility to support your Research Projects.

5.   Awards – Sumitra Muralidhar

The Middleton Award applications for BLRD and the Barnwell Award applications for CSRD are due on February 1. Since that is a Sunday, we will accept applications through COB Feb 2nd.

Please submit applications as a single PDF file on a CD. You do NOT have to encrypt the CD. Please make sure that personal info such as SSN and DOB are removed from the applicant's Cv.

6.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Seth Eisen, MD

HSR&D Service Recruits for Deputy Director and Scientific Program Managers
HSR&D is recruiting for a Deputy Director. This position is a Health Science Officer GS-15 level position located in Washington, DC. Details about this position with the link to the vacancy announcement for status candidates (current federal employees) were sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO in an e-mail on January 22 and the link will be included in the text of this call:  http://jobsearch.usajobs.gov/getjob.asp?JobID=78716049&jbf574=VATA&brd=3876&AVSDM=2009-01-20+00:03:00&sort=rv&vw=d&Logo=0&FedPub=Y&caller=/agency_search.asp&lid=316&FedEmp=Y&SUBMIT1.x=83&SUBMIT1.y=18&jbf522=0601&paygrademin=15&ss=0&TabNum=6&rc=2
This announcement is for status candidates. Another announcement will be posted for outside candidates.

HSR&D also will be recruiting for two Scientific Program Managers at the GS-13 or GS-14 level to manage a portfolio of scientific studies and ensure that proposals are reviewed for scientific merit. As soon as the formal announcement is available, we will distribute it to ACOS offices. We would very much appreciate it if you would share these job opportunities with anyone who might be interested. Any questions may be directed to Rita Lysik at rital.lysik@va.gov or telephone 202-461-1510.
Pilot Project Opportunity Announced
HSR&D has implemented a pilot project opportunity, requiring applications of approximately ten pages for funding not to exceed $100,000 for up to one year. We expect projects to provide opportunities for investigators to explore novel approaches to research design and methods through small-scale research initiatives and/or to support preliminary studies to strengthen the likelihood of success for full-scale proposals, such as the need to demonstrate feasibility or validate data collection instruments. Submission deadlines are the same as merit review. The 2009 HSR&D Submission Calendar is available on the HSR&D website. Additional details and a copy of the solicitation are available on the web site at the hyperlink that will be distributed following this call: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/solicitations.cfm
Evidence Synthesis on Suicide Prevention Available 
In collaboration with the Office of Research and Development and Dr. Kerry Knox from the VA Center of Excellence on Suicide Prevention, the Evidence Synthesis Program recently completed a systematic review of the literature on suicide prevention from 1966 through June 2005. Because suicide prevention is a priority of the Veterans Health Administration, the VA has sought to expand and enhance use of evidence-based prevention or reduction methods for the veteran population. Key Questions to address in the literature review were vetted through experts in mental health research and clinical care. The conclusions vary as they relate to clinical interventions, the need for further study on interventional program outcomes, and the generalizability of developed programs to address suicide prevention in veterans. The full report and conclusions are being posted on the HSR&D website within the next week at: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/esp/.
Videos Highlighting HSR&D Research
VA’s Health Services Research & Development service has produced three short videos that provide information about VA HS&RD work in the areas of collaborative care for depression, women’s health, and VA’s Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI). Each video is approximately three minutes long, and is available for viewing on the HSR&D website at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/video. 

HSR&D Research Briefs
Be on the lookout for the Winter issue of HSR&D Research Briefs that will list all of the newly funded HSR&D studies and Career Development Awardees as well as feature articles about the QUERI National Meeting and another meeting on Advancing Quality Measurement in VA. The electronic version of the newsletter will be posted next week and print copies will be distributed in mid February. 
 
· BLR&D and CSR&D – William J. Goldberg, PhD 

Update on the Spring 2009 Merit Review Cycle for BLRD and CSRD.

Several changes will be implemented for the upcoming Merit Review cycle for BLR&D and CSR&D. 

1. We will be migrating to new application forms that use Adobe as the forms management system.  PureEdge will no longer be used.
2. The new forms can be filled out using Adobe Acrobat Reader version 8.1.3 or higher.  A full version of Adobe is not required.  
3. Earlier versions of Adobe Acrobat Reader will permanently corrupt the files, even if they are opened but not saved.  Please be sure to upgrade the Adobe Acrobat Reader on all necessary workstations. 
4. While the forms management system is changing, the SF-424 Application itself is not significantly different, and the required attachments will be the same.
5. Revised RFAs and VA SF-424 Application Guide will be posted on the ORD Intranet site by COB Friday, January 30.
6. The window for electronic submission of Merit Review proposals to BLR&D and CSR&D will open on Monday, March 2 and close on Monday, March 30 at 5:00 local time.
7. Applications will be considered to be on time if they have been accepted by both Grants.gov and eRA Commons by the close of the application window.
8. The Receipt and Referral process will be completed by April 10.  All corrections requested by BLRD and CSRD must be completed and the corrected application accepted by Grants.gov and eRA Commons by the April 10 deadline.
9. The R&D Committee only needs to review and approve the 25-page Research Plan.  As always, approval of the full proposal by the IACUC and IRB will be a JIT requirement.  

· CSP Update – Grant Huang, PhD

Below is the text from the Cooperative Studies Program's announcement.

 

CSP has recently approved two Letters of Intent for planning .  The first, CSP #576, is a treatment trial of refractory depression.  Co-proponents are Drs. Robert Rosenheck and Somaia Mohamed from the West Haven VA medical center.  The Perry Point CSP Coordinating Center is managing this study.  The second, CSP #577, is a colorectal cancer screening trial.  Dr. Jason Dominitz from the Seattle VA and Dr. Douglas Robertson from the White River Junction VA are the co-proponents.  The West Haven CSP Coordinating Center will be managing this trial.  While both studies are in the preliminary stages of planning, they will eventually be recruiting sites to participate assuming funding is approved following scientific review.

 

Individuals interested in more information should contact the study proponents or can send an email to csp@va.gov.

 

· RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, PhD
 

1. Tomorrow and the next day we will be reviewing Center and REAP applications. There are 10 of each. Priority areas under the solicitation are TBI, social reintegration and regenerative medicine. Scores, critiques and summaries will go out in the following few weeks and those applicants being considered for funding will be contacted for site visits. 

 

2. Merit and Career Development Review will take place March 2-3, 2009 in DC. There are 133 merit applications and 38 career application in this round. Total of 171 applications. Thank you all for the extra work it took to submit via grants.gov and eRA commons 

 

3. On February 11th we will be holding our Centers of Excellence annual meeting in Baltimore.   

 

