ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, February 8, 2010
1.  Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
The Health Services Research and Development Work group which was recently formed was discussed and comments can be made are available on  
https://vaww.ord.portal.va.gov/sites/comm/Pages/Default.aspx
2.  Update on Research and Communication – Gina Clemmons

We would like to remind everyone that it is very important that VA investigators and research administrators comply with the publication-notification requirements in VHA Handbook 1200.19. The procedure for providing notification is described at www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/pub_notice.cfm. 

There is heightened interest among senior VA and VHA leadership in staying abreast of upcoming publications, meeting presentations and media interviews involving VA researchers. VA R&D Communications provides weekly reports for VHA and OPIA based on the notification emails we receive and works with VHA Communications as needed on communication plans concerning items that are newsworthy or sensitive. 

3.  Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Seth Eisen, PhD
As you may be aware, CMS data is now available for research, and applications for data are being accepted by VIReC.  To clarify the application process, an hour long "cyberseminar" titled "VIReC’s VA/CMS Data for Research Request Process" began at 1 PM eastern time today.  The VIReC staff is presenting an overview of the Data Request Packet and the Data Pre-Request Consultation Process, focusing on frequently misunderstood sections and concluding with a question and answer session.  The session is being recorded and will be available on CIDER’s website (http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/catalog.cfm).  An additional session will be held in a couple of weeks.  

· RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, PhD
1. RR&D will hold scientific merit review March 1-2 and 4-5, 2010 in Washington, DC. There are 133 merit, 38 pilot, 38 career development and 2 research career scientist applications in for review. 

2. There is an increase in pilot project applications (12 last review round) primarily due to the newly implemented 10-page narrative format. We are glad to see this increase in applications as the pilot project program serves as a mechanism to develop full scale studies. 

3. RR&D held a State-of-the-Art (SOTA) meeting on Rehabilitation Outcomes January 26-28, 2010. Sunil Sengupta, PhD (Scientific Program Manager) developed the SOTA meeting. The purpose for the meeting was to identify state of the art of research outcome measures associated with social reintegration across a wide spectrum of disabling conditions and provide direction for current and future research efforts. Products from the SOTA will be dissemination of consensus documents to the rehabilitation community via a special topic issue in the Journal of Rehabilitation Research & Development. Also, recommendations from the SOTA breakout groups will form the foundation for future funding opportunities via RFAs.

· PRIDE – Dr. Lynn Cates, MD 
The 2010 ORD & ORO Local Accountability for Research Meeting will be held April 7-8, 2010 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. BOTH days. We encourage you to plan to stay till the end of the second day.  ORD will pay for the extra hotel night if there is not reasonable transportation home that evening. 
The meeting will be at the Marriott Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace Hotel, on the Inner Harbor in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Registration for the Meeting and Hotel closes on March 1, 2010. 
The target audience includes:

· All ACOS/R&D and Deputy ACOS/R&D 

· All AO/R&D and Deputy AO/R&D 

· All RCOs and Deputy RCOs (if you have 3 RCOs at your facility plus a VISN RCO, all are welcome to attend)

ORD and ORO staff will be available throughout the meeting to meet you and answer your questions. 
Please note that only ACOSs, AOs, and RCOs are targeted for this meeting.  This meeting is not designed for others we have targeted in the past (e.g., leadership, R&D Committee Chairs, Chairs of the IRB or other R&D Committee, IRB coordinators, ISOs, and Privacy Officers. 
The meeting agenda is being developed by a Planning Committee that includes representatives of ACOSs, AOs, and RCOs from the field.  We will distribute it as soon as it is available but, in general, on Day 1all the ACOSs, AOs, and RCOs will be together for sessions of mutual interest.  On Day 2, ACOSs, AOs, and RCOs will split into 3 groups for their respective sessions, but will come back together at the end of the day to summarize the meeting and, most importantly, to determine where we need to go from there? 

If you have registered for this meeting but have not received email confirmation, please contact Ashleigh Wyble at Ashleigh.Wyble@va.gov to get confirmation. 
There is plenty of room so please plan to attend. 
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