ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, February 27, 2012 
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
2. Communications Update – Suzana Iveljic
Communications Survey

· ORD Communications is interested in further benefitting your Research Program as well as knowing the topics that are of interest to you.

· The first part of this effort was a Communications Survey recently sent out by Booz Allen Hamilton on our behalf.  Thank you to everyone who completed the survey.  We are scheduled to receive those results later this week and look forward to reviewing your feedback and suggestions.

· The second part of this effort is internal communications.  If you have internal topics that you would like further information on or ideas for communicating internal program information more efficiently or effectively, please send those ideas to Suzana.Iveljic@va.gov.
Research Week

· Recently, a request for Research Week VAMC plans was issued.  Please send forward your Research Week plans, including any requests for Central Office involvement or support to Christine.Amereihn@va.gov.  Even tentative plans are encouraged.  We are considering a satellite media tour and potentially wish to include one of the VA Medical Centers.

· Thank you again, to everyone who submitted nominations for Research Week.  We plan to finalize presenters by the second week of March and will issue detailed letters regarding participation.

· Filming for the Research Week Video Series “Turning Hope into Reality” has begun.  This series will highlight the journey of between 8-12 Veterans from point of injury to recovery and will be used at Research Week, on our website, and in other Research Communications materials.  We would like to thank the Providence, Boston, and Cleveland VAMCs for allowing us to come on station and film their research participants and staff.  We have a number of other VAMCs scheduled in the upcoming weeks.

· The Research Week Central Office Forum Event being held on April 26th will be broadcast to all VAMCs using the VA Knowledge Network Channel 3.  Further information about connecting to the broadcast will be sent out in the upcoming weeks.  We hope everyone is able to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity, especially those who will have Veterans and/or scientists from their facilities presenting at the Forum.
3.
Service Updates:

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn
1. The Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee (IPRCC), mandated by Congress, is now official and has a website (http://iprcc.nih.gov).  The inaugural meeting will be held at NIH on March 27, 2012.  

The mission of the IPRCC is to reduce duplication of effort between the Federal Funding Agencies, identify gaps in basic and clinical research on the symptoms and causes of pain, make recommendations on how to disseminate information on pain care, and how to expand public/private partnerships towards collaborative, cross-cutting research.

Should you have any recommendations, questions or comments, please address them to Audrey Kusiak, PhD, RR&D Scientific Program Manager (Audrey.kusiak@va.gov). She is representing ORD on the committee.

2. RR&D will be modifying its Pilot Study program.  The intention is to maintain a Small Study Program. Any previously submitted applications not selected for funding may be resubmitted (1st or 2nd resubmission) for the July/August 2012 review cycle. The application format, submission and review process will remain the same for the July/August 2012 review. Thereafter the modified program will be implemented.  

Please ignore the review cycles I mentioned on the last field call, I misspoke. 

3. RR&D is holding scientific merit review March 6-8 and 13-15, 2012. 340 applications will be reviewed during those sessions. 



· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen
SMRB News:

Winter 2012 Merit Review:

HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will take place next week, March 6-8, 2012 in New Orleans. Merit Review Awards, Career Development Awards, Nursing Research Awards, Research Best Practices, Service Directed Research applications, and CREATE projects will be reviewed. Final scores will be released on Wednesday, March 14.

Next Merit Review Cycle – Summer 2012:

HSR&D will be posting updated RFAs in March for the Summer 2012 Merit Review Cycle. The ITS in ART will open Monday, April 2 with a deadline of May 1. The first day to submit full applications to Grants.gov is May 15 with the last possible submission date of Monday, June 11.

CIDER News:

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting:
The 2012 HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting has been approved and will be held July 16-19th at a location TBD.  The conference theme, "Transforming Veteran Healthcare through Partner-Oriented Research," was selected because of HSR&D/QUERI's commitment to increasing the impact of research on Veteran health by encouraging closer relationships between investigators and operations and program offices.  The conference is being planned and co-hosted by HSR&D's Center for Health Services Research in Primary Care, located at the Durham VAMC, and QUERI.  Meetings updates will be available on the HSR&D web site as they become available.  

PACT Demo Lab Cyber Seminars Series:
The first of ten HSR&D Cyberseminar presentations which will discuss the findings of early PACT (Patient Aligned Care Team) adopters will be held at noon on Wednesday, March 21.  The focus of the PACT implementation is on re-designing existing primary and specialty care into a more patient centered model that effectively coordinates and delivers care, and addresses staffing, space, and technology resources.  The cyberseminar catalog on the HSR&D website provides dates of future sessions: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-upcoming.cfm  



Evidence-based Synthesis Program Report:
A new ESP report titled Nutritional Supplements for Age-Related Macular Degeneration is available on the HSR&D website.

HSR&D Videos:
Twelve short videos of HSR&D investigators talking about their work have recently been posted to the HSR&D web site (http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/video/default.cfm).  Video topics include: homelessness, diabetes, genetic research, hypertension, mental health, schizophrenia, PACT, and women’s health.  

· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Dr. Ronald Przygodzki
Merit review:  

I’d like to remind the audience of the submission deadlines for the Spring 2012 review cycle for Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Science R&D Services. 

We encourage applicants and Research Offices to check their proposals after submission.  To take advantage of the 2-day correction window, applications must be submitted by March 8, 2012.  The last possible submission date, assuming that no errors will be identified or need to be corrected, is 6:00 pm local time, March 12, 2012.  These deadlines apply to Merit Review, Career Development, Pilot Project, and Program Project applications.  Late applications will not be accepted.

MVP:

As of last Friday, MVP has surpassed 30,000 fully enrolled subjects, with a whopping 64,000 baseline surveys returned. This level of recruitment is an ORD achievement in many respects – the fastest recruitment of a pool of Veteran subjects this large ever; the largest concerted effort of Veteran recruitment; and last but not least the best team of individuals working in harmony toward the goal of betterment of the Veteran through research. Our goal for fiscal 2012 is 100,000 Veterans – a laudable goal, but I think a very attainable goal given the efforts of this enterprise. 
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