ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, February 28, 2011
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2.   Research Week Update – Suzana Iveljic

1. The 2011 National VA Research Week is scheduled for May 2-6 with this year’s theme being Discovery and Collaboration for Exceptional Health Care.  This is a prime opportunity to showcase  VA investigators’ significant discoveries and innovations that have led to advancements in Veterans’ care and the nation’s medical knowledge.  The Office of Research and Development (ORD) encourages all VA Medical Center Research Offices to conduct events during this week.

2. Central Office activities are scheduled for Thursday, May 5th   and include remarks by VA Senior Leaders and leaders in academic medicine; investigator panels highlighting academic collaborations and federal partnerships; and a Veteran panel moderated by Stephen Cochran, Veteran and Country Music Singer/Songwriter.  A Congressional Reception sponsored by the Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) and FOVA (Friends of VA Medical Care and Health Research) will take place the evening prior.

3. In support of your local efforts, ORD Communications will send materials (e.g. posters, brochures, videos, hand-outs, and others) to your office starting in mid-March and followed by two additional mailings.

4. Action Items:  Please send nominations for female Veteran research subjects to participate in a Veteran panel on Thursday, May 5,, in Washington D.C.   These nominations and any other Research Week questions or suggestions can be sent to Suzana Iveljic, ORD Communications, at Suzana.Iveljic@va.gov.  

3.   Checklist - Dr. Timothy J. O’Leary

Recently the field was provided with a checklist that addresses issues associated with information security and privacy.  Each element of this checklist corresponds with a current legal or policy requirement, and the checklist is intended to provide one possible framework for preparing research protocols and evaluating them for regulatory and policy requirements.  Hence, the effective use of this checklist provides a safe harbor by which investigators and research offices can be certain that these regulatory and policy requirements have been met.  

Use of this checklist is NOT REQUIRED.  Researchers and research offices are permitted to use any tool which assists them in meeting research and regulatory needs.

POC:  Timothy J. O’Leary

4.   Research Administrative Management System - Dr. Holly Birdsall

Research Administrative Management System has become part of the OMR process.  This is good news in that the process will move much more quickly. Input from the field continues to be a priority in the design.

A review of ORD’s Operations and Outcomes is being performed by Abt, in conjunction with Pricewaterhouse and Harvard.  They will be doing a survey of all ORD-funded investigators, all Center and REAP Directors and of all ACOS/Rs this summer.  This will be an opportunity for all of these parties  to provide feedback in an anonymous fashion

5.   Million Veteran Program Update: – Dr. Suma Muralidhar

The Million Veteran Program (MVP) was launched on January 5th at a pilot site-VA Boston Healthcare System.  MVP is a longitudinal epidemiological cohort of Veterans, collecting genetic information, military exposure , lifestyle and health information from as many as one million Veterans over the next 5-7 years.  Veterans who are users of the VA healthcare system will be invited to participate in the program.  Invitational mailing, recruitment and enrollment is centrally coordinated by the Boston VA.  Study visits for consenting and blood draws will occur at the VA hospitals, with a local site PI, a research coordinator and a Research assistant at each participating site.  The goal is to create a rich research resource that can be used by researchers for conducting genomic and other epidemiological studies, with the ultimate goal of improving healthcare for Veterans.
To date, we have 8 Vanguard sites that have launched : Boston, West Haven, Cleveland, Manhattan, Gainesville, Durham, Palo Alto and Seattle.
Early responses have been encouraging, with about 13% positive response rate.  We are optimizing the recruitment and enrollment process during this Vanguard phase and are looking at ways to enhance the process. 
The plan is to launch 25 sites in FY 11, with a kick off for remaining sites planned in April and expand to 50 sites in FY12. Eventually, MVP will be available to all Veterans using the VA healthcare system.

6.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen
HSR&D National Meeting

From February 16 to 18, HSR&D held its 28th National Meeting here in Washington.  The meeting’s title was “Teaming Up for High Value Care”, and emphasized HSR&D’s priority for its investigators to establish and maintain close relationships with VHA program partners to facilitate research relevance to Veteran health care, and improve the probability of translating research results into practice.  The meeting was attended by more than 650 policymakers, clinicians, and researchers.  Ninety papers, 21 workshops, and 113 posters were presented.  Abstracts are available on the HSR&D website.

Principal Deputy Undersecretary for Health, Dr. Robert Jesse, gave the keynote address on transactional quality.  Other meeting highlights included the presentation of the Under Secretary’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research to Paul Shekelle, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., of the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System.  Dr. Shekelle has made significant contributions towards developing methods to assess quality of care, particularly in older adults.

I spoke about the planned HSR&D organizational changes that have the goals of engaging VHA partners in health services research and aligning investigators with the needs of VA.  More details about the changes will be forthcoming.

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
RRD input to February 28th ORD field call

(1)  RRD is currently between review sessions. Session I ended February 25th and Session II will be March 1- 2. Scores will be released XX. Review documents will follow in the next few weeks. 

A comment to make is that we are hearing from the reviewers a general lack of attention to addressing inclusion of women and minorities in studies. This must be rectified and investigators have to address inclusion in their applications. 

(2)  RRD was adding $1500 for travel to meetings for each year on merit, pilot, CDA-1 and CDA-2 awards. That will be in effect through FY11, but will end in FY12.  

(3)  Congratulations to Dr. Dan Ding and her graduate student Shiv Hiremath at the RR&D Human Engineering Research Labs CoE in Pittsburgh for being selected as the winner for this year's Ernest Bors Award for Scientific Development from the Journal of Spinal Cord Medicine:

Hiremath S, Ding D. "Evaluation of activity monitors in manual wheelchair users with paraplegia." Journal of Spinal Cord Medicine (JSCM) . 34(1): in press.

This award memorializes Dr. Bors (1900-1990), an early pioneer in spinal cord medicine, by recognizing the achievements of investigators who early in their training have committed their careers to improving the lives of people with spinal cord injury. 
(4)  Dr. Tshaka Cunningham, RRD Scientific Program Manager in Neurodegenerative and Aging Program, will be an honoree at the N. VA Urban League at their annual meeting on April 1st, 2011, for his contributions to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) excellence and community service.  The award ceremony will be presided over by Major Gen. Charles Bolden who is the current NASA Administrator.  He also currently serves on a national advisory board for minority STEM outreach that is coordinated by the American Association of Public & Land Grant Universities (APLU). 
Congratulations to Dr. Cunningham. 

· PRIDE – Dr. Lynn Cates
2011 ORD & ORO Human Research Protection Training

Purpose
The purpose of this training is to provide essential training on the many new VA requirements for protection of human subjects of research (e.g., VHA Handbook 1200.05, VHA Handbook 1058.01, and privacy and information security requirements for VA human research).  

Target Audience

· ACOS for R&D 
· AO for R&D 
· IRB Administrators 
· Research Compliance Officers 
· Information Security Officers 
· Privacy Officers 
Logistics

· Tentative date – June 1-2, 2011 (2 full days) 
· Tentative location – Baltimore or Washington, DC 
· Number of participants on VA travel – 620 (total @650) 
7.   Possible Federal Government shut down – Margaret Hannon:

The Office of Management and Budget requires agencies to have in place contingency plans that identify employees that would continue working during a Government shutdown.  In the absence of appropriations the Department of Veterans Affairs research endeavors would be protected by ensuring that the individuals necessary to support the following continue their assigned duties:
1) Human subjects’ research, including IRB management and data safety monitoring committee management.

2) Caring for animals, or involved in time-dependent animal experimentation.

3) Maintaining cultures (cell or organism).

4) Critical instrument maintenance.

All questions should be directed to Margaret Hannon, Acting Director of Operations, 202-443-5600, margaret.hannon@va.gov.
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