ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, March 21, 2011
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2.   Research Week Update – Suzana Iveljic

1. Research Week Registration is open!  Please go to http://www.research.va.gov/ and follow the prompts.  Please begin making travel arrangements.

2. Most facilities should have received the first round of mailings and promotional materials.

3. Research Week posters will be included in the second set of mailings.

4. All panelists and veteran participants are confirmed.

5. Awardees will soon be contacted regarding their participation.

3.   Survey for the Field - Dr. Holly Birdsall

Abt, the company doing a review of ORD’s outcomes and operations, will be sending surveys to all ORD-funded investigators, ACOS/Rs, and Center/REAP Directors.  Research offices will not have to do anything with respect to distributing or collecting the surveys.  However, we are asking that they send a letter to the people who be surveyed to reassure them of the legitimacy and importance of this effort.  A draft letter will be distributed in late spring, closer to the time that the survey will be distributed.

4.   Financial Update: – Maureen Carroll
Please obligate all prior year (10/11) funds before obligating current year (11/12) funds. Processing cost transfers may be necessary to get this accomplished. If you still have 10/11 IT funds please get them obligated as well. Your cooperation is most important.
5.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Andrew Guccione
SMRB: 
March 2011 SMRB:

Suspension of Pilot Project Program:

· HSR&D Pilot Project Program has been suspended until further notice

· Due to pending changes in HSR&D programs and infrastructure support, a revised pilot program will be developed to complement these new initiatives

· Pilot Projects reviewed at the recent March 2011 SMRB meeting will be considered for funding

· Currently funded Pilot Projects will not be affected

· HSR&D will not solicit nor post a RFA for pilot projects beginning with the Summer 2011 merit review cycle

· HSR&D will not accept resubmissions of previously submitted pilot projects until further notice.

Summary of March 2011 SMRB Meeting:

The March 2011 HSR&D Scientific Merit Review was held in San Francisco from March 1 – 3, 2011. The meeting was very successful with170 reviewers participating by mail, conference calls and onsite.

175 applications were received (111 IIRs and 64 pilots). The project scores were released by e-mail notification to the Principal Investigators only, informing them to access their scores via eRA Commons. Summary Statements are scheduled to be released by March 28, 2011.  The notification letters are scheduled to be sent out beginning April 8, 2011.

The JIT for the funded projects is expected to be released by the end of April.

Next Merit Review Cycle:

· HSR&D will be posting 7 RFAs later this month for the Summer 2011 Merit Review Cycle – 3 new – Research Best Practices (posted 1/4/2011), a special solicitation for Projects on Caregiver Programs and Practice to Improve Care Delivery for Veterans and a special solicitation for Projects on Customizing Long Term Care Programs and Practice to Meet Veterans’ Needs for the 21st Century

· Returning RFAs – Parent/General, Nursing Research Initiative, TBI, Deployment Health (OEF/OIF), and Parkinson’s and Related Neurodegenerative Disorders

· No Pilot RFA

· ITS will open April 1 with deadline of May 2 (May 1 falls on Sunday)

· First day to submit to Grants.gov is May 15; Last possible submission date to Grants/gov is June 10

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
1) Congratulations to Richard F. Macko, MD as the 2010 recipient of the Paul B. Magnuson Award. Dr. Macko is the Director of the RR&D CoE in Exercise and Robotics and Associate Director of Research for the GRECC. This award is the highest honor ORD/RRD bestows upon a Rehabilitation Investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication to Veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career. Dr. Macko will also be honored at the DC Research Day Events in May. 

The plaque reads: In recognition for his selfless dedication to the care and well-being of Veterans with disabilities; his exceptional leadership in developing models of task-oriented exercise to improve motor function, cardiovascular fitness, metabolic health, and cognitive function for aging Veterans with chronic disability from stroke; and his valuable central nervous system investigations to characterize brain plasticity in locomotor control of older stroke patients at the VA Maryland Healthcare System, Baltimore VA Medical Center. 

2) Nomination packets for the 2011 Paul B. Magnuson Award are being accepted through August 1, 2011. 

http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html 

3) Special recognition of Ms. Lisa Finklea. She is a Visual Information Specialist for RR&D’s Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development (JRRD).

Ms. Finklea became a member of the Federal Women’s Council (FWC) in 2008. The FWC is sponsored by the Baltimore Federal Executive Board (FEB), which was established in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy. In June 2010, Ms. Finklea was nominated and elected to become the next Chairperson of the Federal Women’s Council, for a two year position. This year Ms. Finklea will be hosting the 29th Annual Training and Awards Program, featuring Mrs. Lilly Ledbetter (Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act, January 2009), Senator Barbara Mikulski, and Congressman Elijah Cummings, among other dignitaries. The event, attended by close to 500 federal employees, is themed “Our History is Our Strength” and features four different workshop sessions designed to meet the U.S. Office of Personnel Management’s Leadership Core Qualifications and Core Competencies.

4) Scientific priority scores from the Feb/Mar 2011 review round were released last week. PIs can view those scores in eRA Commons. Courtesy emails with scores were sent to the research offices. Summaries of discussion will be released the end if March. Notifications of Intent to Fund are pending. 


5) Next review cycle schedule is as follows. 

- LOI due May 2, 2011

- Full applications verified by June 15, 2011 

- Review session August 2011

· BLR&D / CSR&D – Dr. Grant Huang
BLRD/CSRD Merit Review Reminder

The deadline for submission of applications to Grants.gov for the Spring 2011 review cycle for BLR&D and CSR&D is tomorrow (March 22) at 6:00pm, local time.

In addition, all applications must be verified in eRA commons by Friday, March 25.

Applications that miss either of these deadlines will be considered late and will not be accepted for review.

CSP Letter of Intent Opportunity

The Cooperative Studies Program (CSP) is pleased to announce a new pilot activity called the Network of Dedicated Enrollment Sites (NODES) initiative.  The initiative aims to provide efficiencies and economies of scale for CSP studies by establishing coordinated units of research personnel who are primed and ready to conduct multi-site clinical trials funded by CSP.  These units (or nodes) will collectively work to enhance performance in study recruitment, compliance, and operational aspects of running clinical trials.  Together, the nodes will form a network to help provide site-level insight and leadership in conducting CSP trials.  The pilot phase is planned for 30 months and, if successful, we hope to expand to more sites.  At this time, the number of nodes selected will be dependent on the number of meritorious applications received.  

To establish the NODES, CSP is inviting VAMCs to submit letters of intent (LOIs) indicating interest in replying to a later funding opportunity announcement for full proposals.  Instructions for the LOIs were sent to research offices on March 18 and can be found on the CSP website at:  vaww.research.va.gov/programs/csp.  LOIs are due to CSP Central Office by April 29.  An informational conference call will be held in early April to answer questions about the initiative and the application process.  Information about this call will be sent to research offices once it is available.  

Further questions about the NODES initiative may be directed to csp@va.gov or David Burnaska, CSP Program Manger, at david.burnaska@va.gov.


6.   Possible Federal Government shut down – Margaret Hannon:

As you know we have another continuing resolution lasting through April 8th.  There appears to be a will to get a spending bill passed.  I will send a url to the OPM web site where you can find answers to your questions regarding furloughs.

If you have not sent your report on unexecuted contracts, please do that immediately.  We need to have the information to see what can be done about our contracts.  Thank you. 

PAGE  
5

