ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, April 19, 2010
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
Discussion of Research Administrative Review and Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Operations and Management Memorandum re. Protected Time
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2.   ERA Commons– Dr. William Goldberg
BLR&D and CSR&D have almost completed the receipt and referral process for the Spring 2010 Merit Review cycle.  Approximately 436 proposals will be reviewed in May and June.  We are working with NIH to permit electronic submission of Career Development applications for September submission.  As soon as the details are finalized, revised instructions and new RFAs specific for Career Development will be issued.  We have also begun discussions with NIH to establish additional activity codes so that other types of applications can be transitioned to electronic submission; these will include Pilot Projects, REAPS and Centers, Program Projects, QUERI, CSP, Shared Equipment (ShEEP and LAMb), and Research Career Scientist.  

3.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Seth Eisen, PhD
Merit Review

HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board reviewed 94 IIR applications, 65 pilot applications, and 29 Career Development applications on March 2 through 4.  HSR&D will fund 14 IIRs (14.9%) and 16 pilot projects (24.6%) and 6 Career Development Awards.  This was an unusual round for IIR submissions as 58 of the 94 IIR submissions were first time submissions and 56 or the 65 pilot submissions were first time submissions.  In addition, 72 of the investigators who submitted self identified in the ITS as new investigators.

Under Secretary Awardee

HSR&D is pleased to announce that Mary K. Goldstein, MD, MS is the recipient of the 2010 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research - the highest honor for a VA health services researcher. For more than 18 years, Dr. Goldstein has brought scientific distinction to VA and the VA Palo Alto Healthcare System through her contributions to health services research studying functional status in geriatrics, hypertension management, application of clinical guidelines and guidelines compliance, and automated clinical decision support systems. Dr. Goldstein continues to bring great prestige to VA health services research through her research, mentorship, and leadership in the healthcare community.

· RR&D Update – Patricia Dorn, PhD
1)   SOTA

RR&D hosted a State-of-the-Art Meeting on Prosthetics and Orthotics March 15-17, 2010. The planning committee was co-chaired by Robert Jaeger, PhD, Scientific Program Manager for Rehabilitation Engineering and Prosthetics and COL Janet Harris, Director, Clinical and Rehabilitative Medicine Research Program, US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command, Department of Defense. 

Invited participants were from VA, DoD and Academia.

Breakout Groups convened to discuss a vast range of topics in critical areas of: Person/Device Interface, Databases, Powered/Controlled Devices, Standard, and Rehabilitative Strategies.

The groups then shared with all participants (via presentations) insights on current practices, knowledge known and knowledge gaps.  A report will be issued sometime in the summer that will serve as the basis for future research directions and collaborative efforts. 

2)   Next Scientific Merit Review

Letters-of-Intent (LOI) were due Thursday, April 15, 2010. If there are any issues or questions about the LOI a scientific program manager will contact the PI/research office by May 15, 2010 to discuss.  Otherwise PIs should be working on their full applications for submission.  Merit and pilot application are submitted via grants.gov.  Applications must be accepted and verified in the system by June 15, 2010.  Encourage submission as by June 8, 2010.  All career development and research career scientist applications are submitted electronically to rrdreviews@va.gov by June 15, 2010.

3)   Call for Center/REAP Applications

The solicitations are currently in the electronic concurrence system. All should go well in moving it through and we plan for posting of June 30, 2010, LOIs due July 30, 2010, Applications due September 30, 2010, Review in November/December 2010, Site visits December 2010/January 2011 and funding decisions in January 2011. We’ll keep you updated on any date changes. In addition to the areas of research supported by RR&D, specific priority areas of Social Reintegration, Regeneration and Upper Extremity Prosthetics are being requested. 
4)   Call for nominations for 2010 Paul B. Magnuson Award

The award is for excellence in rehabilitation research and development and it is the highest honor RR&D bestows upon a rehabilitation investigator.  Nominations are being accepted through August 2, 2010. The Magnuson handbook can be found at: http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.asp?pub_ID=1702. Instructions for compiling the nomination packet are provided below.

PAUL B. MAGNUSON AWARD: Additional Information

Submission Process.

Nominations are due August 2, 2010. Nomination packages should be sent electronically to rrdreviews@va.gov, with the subject line ‘Magnuson Nomination.’ 

Nomination packages are to be prepared by the Associate Chief of Staff (ACOS) for R&D, and submitted by the health care facility Director to the Director, RR&D at VA Central Office. 

Required materials consist of the following:

(1) A statement from the VA facility Director presenting the rationale for the nomination.

(2) A summary of the nominee’s research achievements, specifying contributions to knowledge, to the advancement of the field, and the specific relevance to veterans and VHA (not to exceed three pages).  Additional evidence of the impact of the nominee’s work may be submitted in any form (not to exceed six additional pages).

(3) Nominee’s complete and current curriculum vitae and bibliography.

(4) Letters of support from the local R&D Committee and the Dean’s Committee of the local medical school/academic affiliate.

(5) A letter of support from an investigator (who is not an employee of the nominee’s VA health care facility or a member of the faculty at the affiliated medical school/academic institution).

Review Process. 

All applications are reviewed by an ad hoc review group to include rehabilitation professionals from both within and outside VA.  The review group will recommend one nominee to the Director, RR&D. Upon approval, the Director recommends that candidate to the Under Secretary for Health, through the Chief Research and Development Officer (CRADO).

Award. 

Awardees receive a $5,000 cash award and a plaque. Awardees with a currently funded, nationally peer-reviewed research project (VA Merit Review or non-VA research support) also receive an additional $50,000 per year for 3 years to support that research. 
· CSR&D – Dr. Grant Huang
CSP Clinical Trials Course

The Cooperative Studies Program (CSP) is offering a 2.5 day course on designing clinical trials and developing study proposals.  This course will be held from June 2-4, 2010 in Oak Brook, IL, just outside of Chicago.  The primary objective of the course is to help VA clinicians interested in clinical trials to develop high quality proposals including ones submitted to the CSP and Cooperative Clinical Trials Award Program.  The course will include a series of lectures and breakout sessions in which study ideas are more fully developed and critiqued.  It is expected that participants will be working on their study proposals each evening of the course. For ones familiar with the CSP course conducted several years ago, this course will be similar in content and coursework, but conducted over a shorter time period.  

Only VA investigators who meet eligibility criteria for receiving VA research funding may apply.  Applicants must submit the following:
· A cover letter with their VA contact information and clinical research area of interest;

· A statement from their Research Office that they meet VA eligibility requirements;

· A CV;

· A statement from his/her supervisor indicating approval for release time to attend the course; and,

· A 1-2 page document outlining an idea for a randomized clinical trial.

· Additional letters of support may be submitted, but are not required.
Up to 60 students will be selected.  While CSP will fund travel for selected participants, those who obtain local VAMC travel support may be given priority.  There are no tuition costs.


Applications will be accepted until April 30, 2010.  Full course and application information are under the Announcements section of the ORD website’s homepage or at http://www.research.va.gov/programs/csrd/CSP-ClinicalTrials-Course.pdf
Information can also be obtained by emailing CSP@va.gov or Linda.graham6@va.gov.


CSRD/BLRD Eligibility

For non-clinicians planning to apply for BL/CSRD Merit Award, please note that a one-page description of their proposed research will be required for the June 15 eligibility submission cycle.  Eligibility applications not having the research description will be returned without further consideration.

In addition, ORD is planning to establish a new template for the ACOS-R nomination letter.  The new template will be posted on the BLRD Merit Review Program webpage in the next few days.  However, for the June 15 eligibility submission cycle, the use of the new template is encouraged but not a requirement.  

Please address questions to Dr. Alex Chiu at alex.chiu@va.gov
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