Notes, ORD Field Conference Call

Monday, April 21, 2008
1.
Research Week Reminder – Gina Clemons

Ms. Clemons reviewed the communications campaign and the VA Research Week activities.  The VACO Research Forum on May 23, 2008, can be viewed live on the Event Channel (Channel 4) beginning at 9:00 am eastern daylight time ending at 1:00 pm.

2.
eRA Update – William Goldberg, PhD
Good afternoon everyone.  I’d like to provide an update on our progress on implementing electronic submission of Merit Review proposals through Grants.gov and eRA commons.

As a reminder to everyone, Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Science R&D Services will implement electronic submission of Merit Review proposals through grants.gov and eRA Commons for the September 15 submission deadline.  Rehabilitation R&D and Health Services R&D will follow suit for their December 15 deadline.  As of these dates, no further Merit Review proposals will be accepted as paper, CD or any other mechanism.  Except in extreme cases, we will not be accepting late applications.  

This will be a new process for everyone and we cannot stress strongly enough the need for you to start early and not wait for the last day to make your submissions.

All VA Medical Centers with active research programs have been contacted by e-mail and provided with instructions and guidance on registering as an applicant organization with Grants.gov and eRA Commons.  Both registrations must be completed in order for electronic submissions to be made.  The spreadsheet that was sent to you with the instructions must be filled out and returned to us prior to the submission deadline.  The information requested in the spreadsheet is necessary to link the electronic applications in eRA Commons with our financial systems.  Without this information, we will not be able to provide finding for approved projects.  We must have the requested information for all investigators who will be submitting for the September due date.  To date, 62 Medical Centers have completed their institutional registrations in Grants.gov and eRA Commons and returned their spreadsheets.  We have been able to verify all but 8 of the 1,534 Commons Ids (CIDs) submitted to us.  Unfortunately, over half of these CIDs are not affiliated with a VA Medical Center.  If you provided us with an existing CID for one of your investigators, you must do a separate affiliation step in eRA Commons.  Any new user accounts you create in eRA will automatically affiliate the CID with your institutional account.  

The most current version of all documents pertaining to the transition to electronic submission can be found on the ORD intranet site.  The URL is:

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.  The easiest way to access this page is to select “Funding” from the left hand menu bar of the ORD Intranet page and then select “Electronic Submission”.   The RFAs for submission of Merit Review proposals to BLR&D and CSR&D can be found at the following URL:

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.  Additional RFAs will also be posted at this URL for BLR&D and CSR&D submissions under the ORD-wide program announcement for Deployment Health Research (OEF/OIF) and Parkinsons and Neurodegenerative Disorders.

All submissions for the September 15 deadline will require the use of the PureEdge Viewer as the electronic forms manager.  It is unclear at this time whether PureEdge or Adobe Acrobat Reader will be required for the December submission deadline (RR&D and HSR&D).  As soon as a final decision is made by NIH, we will notify everyone.   

Everyone will need software that can convert Microsoft Word documents to PDF files.  All attachments needed for preparing an electronic application package must be in PDF format. Some of you already have full versions of Adobe Acrobat (not just the Reader).  If so, you will not need to do anything else, provided that all of your investigators have access to this program. For those who do not have licensed copies of Acrobat, VA has available licensed copies of ScanSoft PDF Professional version 4.1 (also called Nuance: PDF Converter Professional 4).  You will need to make a specific request through your local IRMS for each of your investigators to have this software installed on their workstations.

We will work with you to make sure that whatever software is needed is made available to you. 
3.
Service Updates:
(
RR&D Update – Michael Selzer, MD
1. Funding Decisions from February 2008 Scientific Merit Review 

Draft Message

With exceptions for unusual cases, Merit projects were funded up to the 23rd percentile which corresponded to scientific priority scores below 19.2.  Of 116 applications, 26 were in the fundable range and 6 (5% of total) were funded due to high priority areas of research.

Career development (CDA-1, CDA-2, CDTA) applications with scientific priority scores below 19 were in the fundable range. 13 of 39 applications (33%) were in the fundable range, with 4 (10% of total) funded due to high priority areas.

3 out of 4 Research career scientist applications were funded. While the cut-off was at scores of 19, the funded applicants had scores below 13. 

2. Isabelle and Leonard H. Goldenson Technology and Rehabilitation Science Award

The United Cerebral Palsy Research and Educational Foundation will present Robert Jaeger, PhD with their 2008 Isabelle and Leonard H. Goldenson Technology and Rehabilitation Science Award to recognize his life time achievement in helping to improve the lives of those with disabilities through the use of cutting edge technologies and rehabilitation methodologies. The award ceremony is scheduled for September 16th in Atlanta, Georgia coinciding with the annual American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine annual meeting. 

3. TBI State-of-the-Art Conference: Research to Improve the Lives of Veterans: Approaches to TBI: Screening, Treatment, Management and Rehabilitation will be held in Arlington, Virginia from April 30 – May 2, 2008.  The conference will bring together VA and non-VA clinicians and researchers (or clinicians & clinician researchers) to hear formal presentations on the current knowledge base in TBI screening, treatment, management and rehabilitation . Importantly, the participants will work in small groups to delineate next steps in research and clinical care.

(
HSR&D Update – Seth Eisen, MD

1.
Merit Review Follow-up:  All HSR&D “Notification of Review” letters with summary statements and critiques were transmitted electronically by April 16 for proposals reviewed by March 6.  If you have not received expected materials, please contact Tiffany Asqueri, Review Program Manager, at 202-254-0225 or tiffany.asqueri@va.gov.  

2.
Short-Term HSR&D Project Follow-up:  Funding notifications for short-term projects are starting to go out for the 67 of 300 proposals we hope to fund.  Please be reminded that all just-in-time documentation (as well as R&D Committee approval) must be received before a funding date can be assigned—and because funds for these projects must be obligated as soon as possible before the end of Fiscal Year 2008, it is ESSENTIAL that these requirements be completed VERY SOON.  Please contact the appropriate scientific program manager regarding any outstanding issues.

3.
Intent-to-Submit Reminder:  Everyone should have received instructions for required intent-to-submit for HSR&D’s June 16 merit review deadline last week (April 16).  Although the deadline for ITS is May 1, anything you can do to provide the information requested (with proposal abstract) is MUCH appreciated.  Please be reminded that ITS information is required for resubmissions as well as new submissions.  PLEASE be sure that NO SSNs are included on any abstracts or proposals and make sure that requirements on font size, margins, and page limitations are followed strictly—we DO check and will return non-compliant proposals without review; it’s an equity issue.

4.
Career Development Update: We hope to support eleven of the 31 career development applications reviewed in early April (including one non-clinician).  Notification letters should go out by May 9.  Letters of intent for the next round are being reviewed and guidance on those should be available within the next few weeks as well.  Letters of intent are NOT required for career development resubmissions.

5.
HSR&D Forum Publication Highlights Aging:  Watch for HSR&D’s electronic Forum publication this week; the theme is aging.

6.
HSR&D National Meeting Plans: Call for abstracts for HSR&D’s national meeting (planned for February 11-13, 2009) will be issued the first week in June.
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