ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 16, 2011
1.   Welcome – Dr. Timothy O’Leary
2.   Research Week Summary – Suzana Iveljic

1. We had a very successful Research Week with many commenting that this year has been one of the best ever!  Thank you to all those who helped make this happen including many services at Central Office and Veterans, investigator presenters, and awardees across the nation who came to share their experiences and accomplishments in regards to VA Research.  

2. Research Forum – Mr. John Gingrich provided keynote remarks and Dr. Madhulika Agarwal introduced Mr. Gingrich and participated in the “Celebrating Partnerships with Academic Medicine Panel.”  Our event would not be what it was without the contributions of outside speakers including Dean Reece, University of Maryland; Ann Bonham, Association of American Medical Colleges; Gregg Zoroya, USA Today; Colonel Gadson, Army Wounded Warrior Program; and Stephen Cochran, Veteran and Country Singer.  A special thanks to Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs) for providing refreshments and sponsoring the lunch.  300+ participants attended the Research Forum with many more listening in on the broadcast.  All evaluations received have been 4 or higher on a 5.0 scale.  Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs Chair Patty Murray (D-Wash.) submitted a statement for the congressional record.
3. Congressional Reception – Thank you to the VSOs and Friends of VA Research (FOVA) for sponsoring the Congressional Reception.  Approximately 150 individuals attended the Reception, with it extending well past the scheduled end time.  This included an awards reception where eight awardees were honored, including for the first time the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal.  Rep. Paul Broun, M.D., (R-Ga.) made a few remarks regarding the importance of VA Research at the reception.
4. Million Veteran Program (MVP) Launch – The goal of MVP is to better understand how genes affect health and illness in order to improve health care for Veterans.  MVP will establish one of the largest databases of genetic and health information to be used for future studies that may lead to new ways of preventing and treating illnesses in Veterans and all Americans.  The Million Veteran Program was successfully launched during Central Office Research Week activities with 1500 individuals already enrolled and many more expressing interest.  
5. Field Activities - This is a record-breaking year in regards to the number of VAMCs hosting Research Week activities locally.  Thank you for your support.  Please continue to complete and return your field summaries to Christine Amereihn at Christine.Amereihn@va.gov so that we can continue measuring impact.  Representative John Conyers, Jr., (D-Mich.)  spoke on May 6th at the Detroit, Michigan event and greeted Veterans and visitors.
6. Continuing Exposure -Research Week blogs are continuing and summaries of both Central Office and Field activities will soon be posted on the web.
7. Early Stage Planning – We are beginning early stage planning for next year’s event and would appreciate hearing your ideas and suggestions for improvement.  Please e-mail or call  Suzana Iveljic at Suzana.Iveljic@va.gov or (410) 962-1800 ext 287 with your feedback.                                                                    
3.
ABT’s review of ORD Operations and outcomes – Dr. Holly Birdsall
Abt will be distributing their survey to VA-funded investigators, Center and REAP Directors, and ACOS/Rs within the next few weeks.  When they are ready, we will notify the field research offices.  When you hear from us, please send an email to your investigators reassuring them that this is a legitimate survey and urging them to complete it.  ORD will not see individual responses – only aggregate data.  

4.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. David Atkins
SMRB: 
Summer 2011 Merit Review Cycle:

For HSR&D’s summer 2011 (June) Merit Review program, 144 Intent to Submit (ITS) were received and approved by the deadline (May 2). 

The first day to submit HSR&D Merit Review applications to Grants.gov is Monday, May 16, 2011 (as May 15th falls on a Sunday). Early submission is strongly advised and late applications will not be reviewed. The verification deadline for applications submitted in the eRA system is June 15th.  In order to meet the verification deadline and have time to correct any problems, applications should be submitted and accepted in Grants.gov on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 8th.  Submitting prior to June 8th will allow time, during the two business day examination period, for the PD/PI and AOR/SO to carefully review the electronic image of the proposal (eApplication in eRA Commons) and correct any format, content, or transmission errors.  The last possible date for submission in Grants.gov is on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 10th. 

All proposals should be proofread carefully prior to submission.  In addition, the electronic image of submitted proposals (eApplication in eRA Commons) must be reviewed during the two business day examination period after submission to Grants.gov to ensure that there are no transmission errors.  PIs are responsible for printing out and reviewing the electronic image of the e-application during the two-day window in order to check the submission for format, transmission or content errors.

E-applications which do not meet formatting and content requirements or are incomplete will be administratively withdrawn and not reviewed.  No exceptions will be made.  It is the responsibility of the PI to check that each and every page is correct and that all elements of the proposal have been included.  After an application has been submitted, PLEASE CHECK the e-application for problems with font type, font size, margins, characters per inch and lines per inch. PIs are advised to print out a page of the Research Plan AFTER it has been submitted and MANUALLY check for these types of errors as eRA does not generate an error message for them.  
For questions regarding the summer 2011 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov.

CREATE Program:

CREATE

Letters of Intent in response to the RFA for the new Collaborative Research to Enhance and Advance Transformation and Excellence (CREATE) funding program are due to HSR&D on June 1st.  Only current HSR&D Centers of Excellence and REAPS are eligible to apply.
CIDER UPDATES:
Spring Issue of HSR&D’s newsletter, FORUM is now posted on the web.
This single topic issue is on Post-Deployment Health and features a commentary article by Dr. Bob Jesse followed by a response article about The Challenges of Co-Occurrence of Post-Deployment Health Problems by Dr. Nina Sayer. Print copies of the issue will be distributed this week. 

VA Investigators Receive Honors at SGIM’s Annual Meeting

Several VA Health Services Research and Development Service (HSR&D) investigators received prestigious awards at the annual meeting of the Society of General Internal Medicine (SGIM), which was held on May 4-7 in Phoenix, AZ.  SGIM is the leading national organization of general internal medicine physicians working in U.S. academic medical centers.  

The following recognition of VA research reflects positively on VA’s research mission, and is of importance in disseminating valuable lessons learned from research conducted within the nation’s largest integrated healthcare system. 

Michael J. Fine, M.D., M.Sc., Director of HSR&D’s Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion at the Pittsburgh VAMC, received the 2011 John M. Eisenberg Award for Career Achievement in Research.  

C. Seth Landefeld, M.D. received the Robert J. Glaser Award for Outstanding Contributions to Research.  Dr. Landefeld is a Senior Scholar with the VA National Quality Scholars Fellowship Program, an investigator with HSR&D’s Program to Improve Care for Veterans with Complex Comorbid Conditions, and is Chief of Geriatrics at the San Francisco VAMC.

Somnath Saha, M.D., M.P.H., part of HSR&D’s Portland Center for the Study of Chronic, Comorbid Mental and Physical Disorders in Oregon  received the Herbert W. Nickens Award for his exceptional commitment to cultural diversity in medicine and improving minority health.  

Amal Trivedi, M.D., M.P.H., part of HSR&D’s Center on Systems, Outcomes and Quality in Chronic Disease & Rehabilitation in Providence, RI, received the Best Published Research Paper of the Year Award.  

Ellen Yee, M.D., M.P.H., part of the Albuquerque VA, received the Elnora M. Rhodes SGIM Service Award.
QUERI Update:

7 eHealth RRPs are under currently review.

38 RRPs are expected by the deadline next week and will be reviewed over the next month.  
· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
Recognitions

1) Patrick Feeney, PhD recently assumed the Directorship of RR&D’s CoE: National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research (NCRAR) in Portland, OR. Dr. Feeney is an audiologist. He was previously at the University of Washing in Seattle. We welcome Dr. Feeney

2) Krish Sathian, MD, PhD, is now officially the Director for RR&D’s CoE: Veterans Aging with Vision Loss in Atlanta, GA. Dr. Sathian is a neurologist. Congratulations.

RR&D Staffing

1) Christopher Moore, PhD just joined RR&D this week as the Sensory/Communication Systems Scientific Program Manager. He is a speech scientist. He came to us from NIDCD and previously was Department Chair in Speech & Hearing Sciences at University of Washington in Seattle. We are glad to have him on board.

Review update

1) Feb/Mar 2011 Review

Intent-to-fund emails were sent and the notifications through eRA are coming out this week. As a reminder, you have 180 days to complete all JIT requirements. Failure to do this may result in removal from consideration for funding

2) Upcoming Aug 2011 Review

To date, we have received 311 LOIs for merit/pilot and 57 LOIs for career development. We will accept LOIs for resubmission of applications reviewed in Feb/Mar 2011 through Monday, May 23rd . Administrative review of the LOIs is on-going. The PI and station will be notified by May 27th if any issue(s) arise with an LOI.

Reminder: applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 15th Applications that miss the deadline will not be accepted for review. We strongly encourage early submission (June 8th) to ensure any problems/errors that might arise can be fixed. We recommend you print a few pages of the application even if you had no warning or error messages to be sure a conversion problem did not occur (odd margins, font shrinkage, …). The SF424 has instructions on taking care of software conversion problems. 

· BLR&D / CSR&D – Dr. Grant Huang
BLRD/CSRD Merit Review Eligibility

The next deadline to submit requests for entry to the Merit Review Program for Non-Clinicians is June 15th.  Please refer to the Eligibility guidance document on the BLRD/Merit Review Program page on the ORD website or contact Dr. Alex Chiu alex.chiu@va.gov  for further information.

CSP NODES Update

The Cooperative Studies Program (CSP) received 47 Letters of Intent for its Network of Dedicated Enrollment Sites (NODES) pilot initiative.  The initiative aims to provide efficiencies and economies of scale for CSP studies by establishing coordinated units of research personnel who are primed and ready to conduct multi-site clinical trials funded by CSP.  These units (or nodes) will collectively work to enhance performance in study recruitment, compliance, and operational aspects of running clinical trials.  

Electronic and hard copies of response letters to the NODES LOI are expected to go out by tomorrow.  However, the Request for Applications for the NODES initiative has been posted today on the VA Research intranet website on the RFAs and Program Announcements page under the Cooperative Studies Program section.  Applications will require an approved LOI letter and are to be submitted through grants.gov and eRA Commons similar to merit review proposals.  The last possible submission date will be July 5 and the verification deadline in eRA will be July 8.

An informational call with approved applicants is being planned and details will be announced later.  This call will be similar to the one during the LOI phase to answer questions about the NODES initiative.

Further questions about the NODES initiative may be directed to csp@va.gov or David Burnaska, CSP Program Manger, at david.burnaska@va.gov.

· PRIDE – Dr. Lynn Cates 
The 2011 VA Local Accountability for Research Meeting will be held June 1 and 2, 2011, at the Renaissance Washington DC Downtown Hotel.  The focus of the meeting will be human research protection with a special emphasis on privacy, confidentiality, information security, and related affiliate issues.  The meeting is a collaborative effort among ORD, ORO, the VHA Privacy Office, and OI&T for up to 6 participants from each VA facility with an FWA including the ACOS/R&D, AO/R&D, IRB Administrator, ISO, Privacy Officer, and RCO.  Registration has closed, and the meeting has filled with the Deputy Secretary-approved 620 participants on VA travel (a total of 675 have signed up including those who come from the DC area).  We will do our best to accommodate those on the waiting list as cancellations come in.  
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