ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 17, 2010
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen 
Intent to Submit

HSR&D received a total of 234 Intent to Submit notifications for the June 15 Merit Review, 134 of which were for full proposals and 100 were for Pilot Projects.

Reminder:  Merit Review Deadlines

Grants.gov is now available for HSR&D investigators to submit their Merit Review proposals for the June 15 verification deadline.  Early submission is strongly encouraged.
To meet the verification deadline and have an opportunity to correct errors and warning detected by eRA, applications should be submitted and accepted in Grants.gov no later than June 8th at 6:00 p.m. In addition, submitting by June 8th at 6 PM will allow the PI and AOR/SO to review the electronic image of the proposal (eApplication in eRA Commons) and correct transmission problems.  If you are absolutely sure a proposal will not result in errors or warnings, the last possible date for submission to Grants.gov is June 10th at 6:00 p.m.  NOTE: Waiting to submit on June 10th is extremely risky because there will be no opportunity to correct transmission problems identified during the two business day examination period (June 11 to June 14).

NLM Resource Website for Health Services Researchers 
Researchers should be aware of a National Library of Medicine site that provides extensive information and links that are relevant to health services and other investigators, for example information on data sources, statistics, guidelines, evidence based practice, health care reform, informatics and health disparities research, sources for grants and fellowships, publications, and much, much more.  The site address will be included in the minutes of this call (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html).
HSR&D’s Field Based Meetings 
During FY’10, HSR&D is supporting seven conferences lead by field based investigators on the following topics: mental health, rural health, equity research, women’s research, long-term care needs, implementation science, and quality improvement.  A primary goal of these one-to-two day meetings is to encourage exchange of ideas between researchers and clinical program and operations staff.  The HSR&D website provides additional information on these meetings. The site address will be included in the minutes of this call. (http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2010/).
FORUM

The Spring issue of FORUM, the HSR&D Newsletter, discusses healthcare associated infections.  Dr. Gary Roselle, VHA National Director of Infectious Diseases Program authored the opening Commentary article followed by a Research Response article by Dr. Brad Doebbeling of HSR&D’s Center of Excellence in Indiana.  The issue is available on the HSR&D web site and print copies will be distributed this week
Evidence synthesis Reports

Two new Evidence Synthesis Reports will soon be posted to the HSR&D web site: “Safe and Effective Anticoagulation in the Outpatient Setting: A Systematic Review of the Evidence”, and “A Systematic Evidence Review of the Signs and Symptoms of Dementia and Brief Cognitive Tests Available in VA”

The following information on HSR&D’s Field Based Meetings and Society of General Internal Medicine were not discussed during the ORD Field Conference Call.

HSR&D’s Field Based Meetings 
During FY’10, HSR&D is supporting seven conferences lead by field based investigators on the following topics: mental health, rural health, equity research, women’s research, long-term care needs, implementation science, and quality improvement.  A primary goal of these one-to-two day meetings is to encourage exchange of ideas between researchers and clinical program and operations staff.  The HSR&D website provides additional information on these meetings.  The site address will be included in the minutes of this call. (http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/meetings/2010/). 
Society of General Internal Medicine 
Gary Rosenthal, the Director of the Iowa City HSR&D REAP, was installed as President of the Society of General Internal Medicine during the May annual meeting.  In addition, HSR&D researchers David Asch, Said Ibrahim, Kevin Volpp, and Rachel Werner received awards during plenary sessions, and many other HSR&D researchers were prominently featured during meeting sessions (http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/research_news/sgim2010.cfm). During his plenary session talk titled, “Professionalism in the Electronic Age”, Dr David Blumenthal, National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (the government group responsible for encouraging EMR adoption throughout the United States), noted the VA’s critical role in the development of America’s electronic medical record systems, and the impressive use by VA researchers of EMR data.  He encouraged all researchers acquire medical informatics research skills. (Health Information Technology [HIT] website address: http://healthit.hhs.gov/portal/server.pt)

· RR&D Update – Dr. Patricia Dorn
Upcoming Review round

Merit/Pilot

For merit and pilot applications grants.gov is now open for submission of merit and pilot applications.
Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 15th.  Once an application is accepted, it is imperative that both the PI and Signing Official review the application for completeness and accuracy during the 2-day examination period prior to verification.  We strongly encourage early submission (by June 8th) to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be fixed.

Career Development

Applications must be submitted electronically by the sponsoring VA research office as a single PDF document to rrdreviews@va.gov by 11:59 pm ET on June 15, 2010.
CoE and REAP Solicitations

We are still awaiting concurrence, but will provide a DRAFT copy of the VHA Notices (to ACOS/AO distribution list) for your reference because we do not anticipate any major changes.  The approximate timeline is as follows: June – solicitation posted; July 31 – LOIs due; September 30 – applications due; November/December – review; January site visits/funding decisions.
· BLR&D Update – Dr. Sumitra Muralidhar
Two major genomic medicine initiatives were launched in the recent weeks.
1. Development of a severe mental illness cohort- CSP572- which will look at the genetic basis of functional disability of schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.  The study will enroll 9000 patients with SZ and 9000 patients with bipolar illness.  Patients will provide a blood specimen for genome wide association studies, respond to questionnaires on health and lifestyle and undergo a series of neuro-cognitive and functional assessments.  Control samples will be obtained from another major initiative - the Million Veteran Program.  The study will be led by Drs. Philip Harvey and Larry Siever as co-principal proponents and will involve twenty-six participating sites.  The study will be coordinated by 2 CSP centers; the CERC at West Haven and the MAVERIC at Boston under the leadership of Drs. John Concato and Michael Gaziano. 
2. The Million Veteran Program(MVP):  A partnership with Veterans- announced by our Under Secretary for Health, Dr. Robert Petzel at the VA Research Week kickoff in DC on April 22.  This is a landmark initiative of VA ORD which plans to create one of the largest genomics cohort to date – which will serve as a resource to study the role of genes in health and disease.  The program aims at enrolling as many as 1 million Veterans, who are users of the VA healthcare system, over the next 5-7 years.  Veterans who volunteer to participate will be consented to providing a blood sample for unspecified future genetic and other observational studies, respond to surveys on health, family history, lifestyle and behavior, and environmental exposure and provide access to their medical records on an ongoing basis for longitudinal follow-up.
Drs. Mike Gaziano and John Concato will serve as co-principal proponents and the program will be coordinated through MAVERIC and CERC with VACO oversight.

At this time 6-8 Vanguard sites have been selected to participate in piloting the logistics and work-flow for recruitment, sample and data collection so that they can be optimized before launching the first wave of 25 sites later this Fall and on to 50 sites in the next 1-2 years.  The vanguard sites present at the kick-off included Boston, West Haven, Buffalo, Cleveland, Manhattan, Durham, Gainesville, Seattle and Palo Alto.  On behalf of ORD, we strongly encourage the ACOSs to provide the support needed by the local site investigators in order to participate in this initiative.  As you all know, R&D is one of Secretary Shinseki’s T13 initiatives, and we appreciate the support provided by the Research offices.
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Suma Muralidhar at Sumitra.muralidhar@va.gov
· CSP Update – Dr. Theresa Gleason
In July 2009, VA announced a joint research solicitation entitled, Substance Use and Abuse among US Military Personnel, Veterans and Their Families.  This solicitation was issued in partnership with National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and the National Cancer Institute.  Each partner committed funds, and we received over 80 proposals in response.  In terms of the amount of funds committed, the number of partners, and the response received, this has been the largest inter-agency effort for VA and NIH.  The scientific peer review was conducted in March, and we have just announced the 14 awards that have been approved for funding.  VA specifically will fund four new programs focused on the important topic of substance abuse in the Veteran population returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
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