Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 19, 2014
1. Welcome and Updates on Research 
Timothy J. O’Leary, M.D., Ph.D.
Holly H. Birdsall, M.D., Ph.D.
2.  
Communications Update – Stephen Herring, MA
Multiple VAMCs submitted their research week plans, THANK YOU!  
See the list of VAMC plans and agendas on our website:

http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/field_events
Please get with your public affairs officer to help plan and advertise all future events if needed. There are draft media/news releases/congressional invite templates/VSO invite templates and forms on the RW website/resources.

2014 research week logos and graphics are available: http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek/resources
3. Execution of FY14 Fiscal Program – Allen Dunlow
I am placing a significant amount of time in trying to increase our execution rates.  At Mid-Year, we were over 16% below our plan.  This level of under execution garners the attention at the Secretary level.  Prior year balances remain high.  As of the end of April, we still had almost $30,000,000 still out in the field.  I am working prior year funding status as if it was end of year.  I will start to ask for detailed plans of how you plan to execute these prior year dollars.  Please attempt to zero out your prior year balances now. 

Please refer to the Mid-Year Budget Update I sent out recently for a more in-depth discussion of this and other topics.  We must do all we can to get our spending more in line with our annual appropriation.  Two main strategic goals I’m trying to head to (1) all prior year dollars obligated by the end of 2nd quarter of the current year and (2) bring carryover amounts in line with what is projected in the budget.



4. Nonprofit Program – Kimberly Collins, MBA 
A high percentage of success on getting past recommendations resolved.

The NPPO is working closely with new NAVREF administration  

Executive Director Training is being held three times a year in Kansas City.  New ED's and those with several years' experience are finding it to be extremely valuable in their jobs as EDs.  

We are currently putting together new VA Statutory board members training as we have had many new MCDs, COS, ACOS-R and ACOS-E, the four VA statutory Board members.  

Please remember to submit the NPC Annual Report by June 1, 2014.

5.
Service Updates:

RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulations to Drs. Bill Bauman and Ann Spungen for their accomplishment as 2014 Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal Finalists in Science and Environment
The Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals are presented annually by the nonprofit, nonpartisan Partnership for Public Service to celebrate excellence in our federal civil service. (http://servicetoamericamedals.org/SAM/index.shtml) 

Science and Environment Medal Finalists:

This medal recognizes a federal employee for a significant contribution to the nation in activities related to science and environment (including biomedicine, economics, energy, information technology, meteorology, resource conservation and space). 
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William A. Bauman, M.D., and Ann M. Spungen, Ph.D. 
Director (Bauman) and Associate Director (Spungen), National Center of Excellence for the Medical Consequences of Spinal Cord Injury (an RR&D CoE)

Department of Veterans Affairs, James J. Peters VA Medical Center, Bronx, New York

Greatly improved the health care and the quality of life of paralyzed veterans by developing new ways to treat long-overlooked medical problems. 

See their profile (http://servicetoamericamedals.org/SAM/finalists/sem/bauman_spungen.shtml) 

Congratulations to Portland VAMC on earning the Secretary’s Robert W. Carey Performance Excellence Award

2013 AWARD RECIPIENTS: TROPHY WINNER

Portland VA Medical Center, Portland, OR Robert W. Carey Performance Excellence Award.  The Secretary of Veterans Affairs’ Robert W. Carey Performance Excellence Award is an annual award sponsored by the Secretary.  This Award recognizes organizations within the Department that have implemented management approaches that result in sustained high levels of performance and service to the veterans we serve. The award is named in memory of Robert W. Carey, a publicly recognized VA quality leader and a champion for excellence in the federal government. He was the Director of the Philadelphia Regional Office and Insurance Center from 1985 until 1990. The award criteria are aligned with the Malcolm Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excellence. These criteria are nationally recognized as a framework and standard for organizational excellence.

Spring 2014 SPiRE Review:

Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA today, May 19th with intent-to-fund decisions by mid- June. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of the summary statements will be sent to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

We anticipate having funds available to start awards selected from the Spring 2014 cycle as soon as they are in full compliance, no later an 180 days from the notice of intent to award.

Summer 2014 Review:

An email communication with a list of LOIs received was sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO acknowledging receipt.  Unless notified of disapproval by May 23rd, that email serves in lieu of an approval letter.  There are 200 merit and 48 CDA LOIs

Please review carefully the submission deadlines in Table 4 of the RFA. Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 16th, making the last possible submission date June 11th.  Once an application is accepted, it is imperative that both the PI and Signing Official review the application for completeness and accuracy during the 2-day examination period prior to verification.  We strongly encourage early submission to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected.  Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.


Reminders:

• The research plan page limit has been reduced to 14 pages for all Merit (I01 funding mechanism) applications, including resubmissions.  The response to the previous critiques is separate and does not count toward the 14 pages.  There is also a separate section for the specific aims (1-page limit), so applicants should be sure not repeat these aims in the research plan. Applicants are discouraged from using other sections/appendices to circumvent stated page limits.  This will result in the application not be accepted for review.
 • When the RFA number changes so does the application package.  Therefore, applications from the Winter 2014 cycle cannot be reused for this submission cycle.
 • The VA-SF424 Application Guide on the ORD Intranet is an active document. When the guidance differs between the VA-SF 424 Application Guide and a RFA, the instructions in the RFA supersede the general instructions contained in the VA-SF424 Application Guide. 
 • The Merit Review Award: Studies on the Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma RFA will not be available for new submissions this cycle.  Investigators may instead apply under one of our other RFAs (e.g., Deployment Health, TBI, Parent, etc.) as applicable. 
 • We anticipate having funds available to start awards selected from the Summer 2014 cycle as soon as they are in full compliance, no later an 180 days from the notice of intent to award.

CoE and REAP Review:
The application verification deadline is July 18th, making the last possible submission date July 15th.  

Paul B. Magnuson Award:
This is the highest award RR&D bestows upon its rehabilitation researchers. Nominations are being accepted through September 2nd.  Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. 
Please contact RR&D to discuss any aspects of this award.

· HSR&D Update – David Atkins, M.D., MPH
For HSR&D’s Summer 2014 (June) Merit Review program, 212 Intent to Submit (ITS) were received and approved by the deadline (May 1).  Total IIRs received = 136; total pilot projects (PPOs) received = 63; Total SDRs received =7; and total Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) projects received = 6.  In comparison, 185 total ITS were received for the Winter 2014 (December) Merit Review cycle. 

The first day to submit HSR&D Merit Review applications to Grants.gov was Thursday, May 15, 2014. Early submission is strongly advised and late applications will not be reviewed.  The verification deadline for applications submitted in the eRA system is June 16.  In order to meet the verification deadline and have time to correct any problems, applications must be submitted and accepted in Grants.gov on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 9th.  Submitting on or prior to June 9th will allow time, during the two business day application viewing window, for the PD/PI and AOR/SO to carefully review the electronic image of the proposal (eApplication in eRA Commons) and correct any format, content or transmission errors.  PLEASE CHECK the e-application for problems with font type, font size, margins, characters per inch and lines per inch.  PIs are advised to print out a page of the Research Plan AFTER it has been submitted and MANUALLY check for these types of errors as eRA does not generate an error message for them.  E-applications which do not meet formatting and content requirements will be administratively withdrawn and not reviewed.  No exceptions will be made.

The last possible date for submission in Grants.gov is on or before 6:00 p.m. on June 11th.  Waiting to submit on June 11th is not recommended because the two business day application viewing window cannot be used to review and resubmit a changed/corrected application. Submissions on June 11 cannot use the 2 business day application viewing window as any submission of a changed/corrected application after this date will miss both the submission deadline (June 11) and the eRA verification deadline (June 16).

For questions regarding the Summer 2014 HSR&D Merit Review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox in Outlook at rd-era@va.gov
COIN Update:
We have received meeting approval to host the COIN Directors meeting.  The meeting will take place Thursday, September 18th - Friday, September 19th, 2014 at the VHA Conference Center in Crystal City, VA (In the Washington, DC area). 
This meeting will mark the first anniversary of the COINs and it is essential for the HSR&D program that these newly funded centers are meeting HSR&D program’s expectations such as creating centers that are more system oriented and effectively aligned with and responsive to the needs of VHA and Veterans. During this meeting individual Center of Innovations Directors will gather and meet with Central Office Leaders.  Directors will have the opportunity to communicate and share best practices, methods to encourage innovative research, efforts to initiate and sustain collaborations across medical centers, strategies to engage Veterans, Program Offices and Veterans Health Administration leadership in research, roadblocks to implementing research into practice, and approaches to mentor and develop investigators throughout their careers.


CIDER Updates:

Awards:

Jill Bormann, Associate Nurse Executive and Research and Clinical Nurse Specialist in Adult Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing at the VA San Diego Healthcare System, was among the recipients of the 2014 Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Nursing and for the Advancement of Nursing Programs for “Registered Nurse in an Expanded Role.” Dr. Bormann pioneered a program of research on health-related outcomes of the Mantram Repetition Program (MRP), a spiritually-integrated intervention for the management of symptoms related to severe and trauma-related stress. Results from a VA HSR&D-funded study based on that work showed that an intervention of MRP, in conjunction with standard treatment, could reduce symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder. Study results were published in the journal Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy. 

http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/awards/default.cfm?award=1293
Publications:

Emerging Evidence

HSR&D periodically publishes Emerging Evidence – a single-topic review culled from HSR&D Study Final Reports – to inform policymakers of the development of an evidence base on discrete clinical topics. Studies featured in Emerging Evidence are limited to those that were concluded within the past two to three years.  The most recent issue of Emerging Evidence is on the topic of Improving Healthcare for Women Veterans and can be found on the web here: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/emerging_evidence/womens_health0514.cfm 

FORUM

The Spring issue of FORUM, the HSR&D newsletter, is on the topic of Connected Health.  It is posted on the web here: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/forum/  and electronic copy will be distributed later this week.

Recent HSR&D in the literature:

Widome R, Jensen A, Bangerter A, and Fu SS. Food Insecurity among Veterans of the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Public Health Nutrition May 8, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.

Corrigan P, Mittal D, Reaves C, Haynes T, Han X, Morris S, and Sullivan G. Mental Health Stigma and Primary Health Care Decisions. Psychiatry Research. April 28, 2014;e-pub ahead of print.


Turvey C, Klein D, Fix G, et al. Blue Button Use by Patients to Access and Share Health Record Information Using the Department of Veterans Affairs Online Patient Portal. Journal of the American Medical Informatics Association. April 16,2014;e-pub ahead of print.
Cyberseminars:

Select upcoming cyberseminars

5/20/2014 Traumatic Brain Injury Toolbox 

5/21/2014 The VA Caregiver Support Evaluation Center: Overview of Mixed Methods to Assess Short-Term Impacts of VA Caregiver Support on Veterans and Caregivers 

5/21/2014 PACT: Part 1) Improving Depression Care Following Psychiatry Hospitalization; Part 2) Relationship of Mental Illness and Ambulatory Care Sensitive Condition (ACSC)-Related Hospitalizations among Veterans seen in VA Primary Care
Select archived seminars available on the web for viewing 24/7 or via transcript

5/13/2014- Early Warning System Scores: A Systematic Review  
5/12/2014- Antimicrobial Stewardship Programs in Outpatient Settings: A Systematic Review
QUERI Program updates

1. QUERI Administrative Updates:
a.  Program Coordinator position available:  QUERI is looking for a Program Coordinator (GS 11/12) in Washington DC to support grants management and related activities. The individual will primarily be responsible for the electronic grants management of QUERI applications, QUERI Rapid Response Proposal management, project database management, overall budget tracking, and coordination of the QUERI-VHA Operations Partnered Evaluation Centers. We are looking for candidates with extensive background in project or grants management, budgeting, and quality improvement/implementation research. For more information please contact vhacohsrdrecruit@va.gov.

b. Please welcome Carolyn Clancy, MD, Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for Health, Safety and Quality (10A4) to the QUERI Research and Methodology (R&M) Committee

2. QUERI Funding updates:

a. QUERI Service-directed Projects (SDP) and Rapid Response Projects (RRP) Winter 2014 cycle:  5 SDPs and 21 RRPs were submitted. SDPs were reviewed February 20th, with 1 funded and 1 conditionally funded.  RRPs were reviewed in early March and 10 out of 22 RRPs were funded or conditionally funded. Spring RRP/SDP reviews will occur in June 2014. Fall 2014 SDP/RRP Funding due date is June 13 (SDP concept paper), August 1 (ITS), and September 10 (down-to-the-wire)

b. Updated QUERI SDP and RRP RFAs for Spring 2014 Cycle are now posted. Updated SDP concept paper guidelines are available at: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/SDP-submissions.pdf.  The updated SDP mechanism encourages multisite implementation intervention studies (e.g., Hybrid Type III designs, see Curran et al. 2012) and implementation studies involving natural experiments of regional or national rollouts of effective programs that are supported by VHA leadership. SDPs require a concept paper review three months prior to the due date (next due date is 6/13/14).  Partnered RRPs require approval three weeks before the ITS due date.

c. The QUERI Program, in partnership with the Caregiver Support Program, Care Management and Social Work Services (CM/SWS, 10P4C), awarded an Evaluation Center (2 years, and $400,000 per year) at the Durham VA to support an evaluation of the VHA Caregiver Support Program based on the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010. A kick off meeting is scheduled with study team and program office on May 22. 

3. QUERI: Training and Implementation Science

a. The NIH Training in Implementation and Dissemination Research in Health (TIDIRH) will be held this year in Cambridge, MA from July 21-25, 2014. Eight VA candidates out of 35 were initially selected to attend, out of over 290 applications overall.  QUERI will be looking for additional input to expand implementation training opportunities for VA researchers in the future.

· Save the date: The 7th Annual “D&I” Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation in Health will be held December 8-9, 2014 at the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center. This year the D&I conference will be co-hosted by AcademyHealth, NIH, and VA. For more information please visit: academyhealth.org/dissemination

· QUERI has a new webpage featuring impacts and funding opportunities related to partnered research: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/partnered_research.cfm. Special thanks to HSR&D CIDER and CIPRS for their assistance in developing the webpage.
· The QUERI implementation guide Cyberseminar was presented in March: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=808  Special thanks to CIPRS and the QUERI Implementation Research Coordinators for leading this effort. 
· BLR&D and CSR&D Update – Ronald Przygodzki, M.D. 
Three points of note:
Merit review: We will begin review of the 603 proposals starting tomorrow May 20, and continue through June 13, 2014. 
Eligibility: Nominations for non-clinician entry are due June 1, 2014.  Please note that a new nomination template has been posted on the BL website.  However, nominations using the old template will still be accepted in this cycle. Please contact Dr. Alex Chiu if you have any question.
The Biomedical Services will be celebrating two Middleton awardees this week: Dr. Dale Gerding from Hine VA for his work on infectious diseases, in particular C. difficile and hospital acquired infections, and Dr. Raj Goyal from the Boston VA for his work on gastrointestinal motility and GERD. Earlier this month the Clinical Sciences Service bestowed upon Dr. Steven Kahn the Barnwell award for his work in the field of diabetes research in particular the prediabetes stages of disorder. Congratulations to all! 

[image: image2.bmp]
PAGE  
9

