ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 21, 2010
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2.   Technology Transfer – Amy Centanni, JD

During the last week of May, Jeff Moore, Jane Gutcher (from OGC) and I attended and presented at the MAGI meeting in Boston.  This is a conference held for pharmaceutical companies and is specifically geared towards negotiating and managing clinical trials.  There were over 600 people in attendance which included sponsors, CROs and clinical sites.  During our presentation there were about 45 people in attendance which included pharma, CROs, independent legal counsel and representatives from several VA NPCs.  There were companies that have masters, those that have done single-site CRADAs with VA and those who had no history with VA.  The session went very well and all of our information was very well received.  Two examples are: Forest Labs which we have had very little contact with came up to us after the session and expressed a desire to conduct two specific trials in VA.  Jeff Moore has already spoken to them and worked out the agreements so these studies will now be done at some VA facilities.  Second, we were approached by a representative from Vertex Pharmaceuticals.  They are a small company but have a study for which they would like about 30 VA sites to participate.  They had heard that VA was difficult to deal with and the CRADA impossible, but after speaking with us at the conference they are now in active negotiations for a multi-site CRADA.  We also heard that some of the NPCs in attendance had some positive discussions with several companies about entering into CRADAs with VA.  We plan on attending the next MAGI conference which will be held from October 24-27 in San Francisco.  We encourage any VAMC or NPC personnel to attend as it is a great networking opportunity.
3.   Communications Update – John Borlik

VA R&D videos take home 5 Telly Awards
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The VA Research and Development Program, partnering with VA’s Employee Education System, was recently announced as winners in the 31st Annual Telly Awards, recognizing the finest video and film productions created for the Web, winning in a total of five categories with the two entries submitted. We thank all of the Veterans, investigators, research staff members that contributed to the making of the videos.  Your efforts, stories, and talent were clearly recognized.

The music video “Hope” starring Veteran and country music artist Stephen Cochran and a chorus of Veterans took bronze statues in the Government Relations and Music Video categories. Cochran co-wrote the song specifically for Veterans Affairs Office of Research and Development and performed the song live during 2010 VA Research Week kickoff activities in April.
The video production, “VA Research: 85 years of Discovery, Innovation, and Advancement” won bronze statues in the Employee Communication, Government Relations, and Public Relations categories.  The video was debuted during 2010 VA Research Week kickoff activities at VA Central Office in April.

The Telly Awards honor the very best local, regional, and cable television commercials and programs, as well as the finest video and film productions, and work created for the Web. Since 1978, its mission has been to strengthen the visual arts community by inspiring, promoting, and supporting creativity. The 30th Annual Telly Awards received over 13,000 entries from all 50 states and 5 continents.

A brief history of the Telly


The Telly Awards was founded in 1978 to honor excellence in local, regional and cable TV commercials. Non-broadcast video and TV program categories were soon added.  Today, the Telly is one of the most sought-after awards by industry leaders, from large international firms to local production companies and ad agencies.  With over 200 categories, more organizations than ever are eligible to participate.

Founded in 1978, the Telly Awards is the premier award honoring outstanding local, regional, and cable TV commercials and programs, the finest video and film productions, and online film and video. The Telly Awards annually showcases the best work of the most respected advertising agencies, production companies, television stations, cable operators, interactive agencies, and corporate video departments in the world. The Telly Awards receives over 13,000 entries annually from all 50 states and countries around the world.

The judges rate each entry on a 10-point scale. Generally, entries with a score from the judges of 9.0 or higher are awarded a “Silver Telly” statuette, the highest honor. Entries with an average score of 7.0 to 8.9 are awarded a “Bronze Telly” statuette for outstanding achievement. Entries do not compete against each other. Rather, they compete against a high standard of excellence. Each year, the judges consist of a group of highly qualified advertising, production and other creative professionals. All judges have previously won a Silver Telly Award, and are invested in upholding the historical standard of excellence the Telly represents.  Judges are from all regions of the United States, representing large and small firms including advertising agencies, TV stations, production houses and corporate video departments.

When you consider that entrants submit only their very best work as well as the extremely high number of entrants, earning a Telly Award is a significant creative achievement. Based on the ratio of winners over the past several years, approximately 7 to 10% of entrants are chosen as Silver Telly Award winners. Historically, Bronze Telly Award Winners typically have represented about 18 to 25% of entrants. It is important to note that some categories may have multiple winners, and some may not have any. Remember, the Telly Award is given based on the merit of each entry – entries do not compete with one another – so annual competitions will vary in the number of Silver and Bronze Telly Awards given.

Here is a sample of Silver Telly winners from the 31st Annual Awards, the full list is on our website: 

AEG Network Live, American Masters/WNET, AOL Media, Astrocast.tv, Bass Pro Shops Film & Video, Boehringer Ingelheim, Booz Allen Hamilton, CBS Television Distribution, Comcast Spotlight, Cox Sports Television, Discovery Channel, Eagles Television Network, Elvis Presley Enterprises, ESPN, Fox Sports International, Golf Channel, Harpo Studios, Hasbro, Hewlett-Packard, Learning Seed, Lockheed Martin, Miami Dolphins, Microsoft, NBC Universal, New York Jets, Outdoor Channel, PGA Tour Productions, State Farm Insurance, Suddenlink Media, The Weather Channel, TV Guide Network, Weber Shandwick, Women in Film.

For more information, go to http://www.tellyawards.com.

4.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen 
SMRB

HSR&D has received 146 proposals including 57 pilot proposals for the June 15 verification deadline.  Proposals will be reviewed at the Scientific Review Board Meeting to be held in Chicago on August 31-September 1, 2010.  
Field based Meetings

Instead of our 2010 national meeting, HSR&D is sponsoring seven field based meeting, three of which are occurring in July.  The topics are: 1) Quality Improvements in Parallel Circuits:  VA Systems Redesign, Operational Systems Engineering, and Implementation Research; 2)  Enhancing Implementation Science in the VA  and 3) Using Research to Build the Evidence Base for Improving Quality of Care for Women Veterans.   The primary goal of these meetings is to encourage an exchange of ideas among researchers and clinical and operations staff.  Meeting registration is closed but content of the meetings will be made available to the field. Each of the meetings has a planned product, for example project outlines, new collaborations, and recommendations for research agendas.  A call for papers will also be announced for a special issue of the journal Women’s Health Issues
HSR&D presence at OQP/PS/SR Meeting

HSR&D investigators will attend the One Team toward One Dream National Quality, Patient Safety and Systems Redesign Conference in San Francisco this week - June 22-24.  HSR&D will have 26 posters and 11 oral presentations that demonstrate our on-going collaborations between research and operations.
QUERI

QUERI will shortly issue a call for concept papers for an E-health QUERI which will focus on consumer-directed health information technology applications such as MyHealtheVet.  Concept papers will be due 6 weeks after the announcement.  Investigators who submit a successful concept paper will be invited to a planning meeting and subsequent full proposal submission in early fall.
QUERI Service Directed Projects submitted for the September 1, 2010, deadline will use the grants.gov and eRA electronic submission process.  Information about the submission process will be sent to the field.  Rapid Response Projects will continue to be submitted in the customary way until early 2011, when they will be submitted electronically through grants.gov and eRA. 
Implementation Research Institute

Two VA fellows are attending the first Implementation Research Institute at Washington University in St. Louis this week.  This two year training program is jointly funded by VA and the National Institutes of Mental Health.  Applications for the next training will be available at the end of the year. 
· CSP Update – Dr. Grant Huang
Studies in Planning

The CSP has the following studies in planning which may be in the process of recruiting potential sites:

CSP #578 – Topic:  Acute Kidney Injury

Study Proponent:  Steven Weisbord, MD, MSc – Pittsburgh VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  steven.weisbord@va.gov
CSP #582 – Topic:  Substance Use Disorders

Study Proponent:  Bruce Rounsaville, MD – West Haven VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  bruce.rounsaville@va.gov
CSP #583 – Topic:  Lumbar Stenosis

Study Proponent:  Maxwell Boakye, MD, FACS – Palo Alto VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  maxwell.boakye@va.gov

CSP #584 – Topic:  Liver Disease

Study Proponent:  Jasmohan S. Bajaj, MD – Richmond VA Medical Center

For further information, please email:  jasmohan.bajaj@va.gov
Interested individuals may also send an email to csp@va.gov and any inquiries will be directed to the appropriate individual(s).

Clinical Trial Design Course 

CSP recently held a clinical trial design course for eligible VA investigators in Chicago, IL June 2-4. There were over 70 students who learned from senior CSP biostatisticians and clinical investigators about the design, development, and execution of clinical research studies. As part of the course, students developed letters of intent (LOI) proposals which were critiqued on the last day in mock review sessions. The course was a well attended success and generated enthusiasm for future innovative LOI proposals.   Thank you to all of the research offices who supported your investigators’ attendance at this class.

Letter of Intent Process

The field is reminded that CSP LOIs are still being accepted.  There are no set deadlines and instructions can be obtained from the CSP website or through email inquiries to csp@va.gov.  Key elements of an LOI include research objectives, relevance to the VA, size, design and feasibility of the study as well as preliminary data supporting justification of a large-scale study. Also, investigators must obtain approval to submit an LOI from their Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Medical Center Director. 
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