ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, July 18, 2011
1. Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, M.D.
2. Finance Update – Maureen Carroll
FY 11/12 IT funds have not been swept.  Please continue to be aggressive in putting your ITARS requests in and obligating the IT funds sent to your stations.

3.   Communications Update – Gina Clemons
Encouragement to submit notification of publication, presentation, and interviews.
CALL SUMMARY:

· VA has an increased interest in conveying to the public how VA Research improves Veterans’ lives and advances VA health care. One venue of interest to achieve this goal is an increase in press coverage—either through a direct media release or release by academic affiliate, journal, etc. with acknowledgement of VA contribution.

· Currently, an investigator with the VA must acknowledge VA support and/or employment in all publications, presentations, media interviews, and other professional activities where research results are being publicized, presented, recognized, or discussed. 

· Further, all investigators must provide advance notification when work is accepted for publication, a presentation is scheduled, or a media interview request has been received. It is extremely important that ORD Communications receive notification on all publications, interview requests, and national meetings. It is from these advanced notifications that information is pulled for VA media releases. 

· ORD Communications has created a SharePoint early-alert Publication Tracking system to allow VA, Veterans Health Administration (VHA), and ORD representatives sufficient time to promote the activity or prepare for any controversy that may arise. HSR&D investigators are currently using the system which can be accessed at https://vaww.ord.portal.va.gov.

· Ultimately, the SharePoint Publication Tracker will replace the current e-mail notification process. All investigators are welcome to start using the system. If there are any questions or comments, contact David Rosen at david.s.rosen@va.gov or at (410) 962-1800, 281. 

· Email notifications should be sent to: research.publications@va.gov. 

· The VHA Handbook (policy 1200.19) establishes procedures, assigns responsibilities, and specifies authority for ensuring that the contributions of VA to research are appropriately acknowledged and publicly disclosed. The Handbook applies to all research results where either direct or indirect support for the research emanated from VA, either in the form of research funding or resources or as a result of the investigator’s full-time, part-time, or without-compensation appointment. 
The policies extend to all forms of research results, including publications, presentations, media interviews, and other professional activities. (Handbook policy and supplemental information regarding the specific requirements for notification can be found at http://www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/pub_notice.cfm.)
4.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. Seth Eisen
National Search Open for VA HSR&D Deputy Director:  

A national search has begun for the position of Deputy Director, VA Health Services Research & Development Service (VA HSR&D). The Deputy Director as part of the HSR&D management team is responsible for planning and conducting VA HSR&D's comprehensive health services research program. For the complete job description and to apply, visit the USAJobs website. 
CREATE:  

CREATE is HSR&D’s recently introduced program in which investigator teams submit 3 to 5 inter-related projects with the support of clinical program, operations, or other ‘partners’, designed to measurably advance knowledge in an area that will significantly improve Veteran health.  Because this is a new program, we have introduced a 3 step approval process: LOI’s, Concept Papers, and Full Proposals.  In June, we received 25 Letters of Intent; 17 were approved to develop Concept Papers, which are due September 1.  We anticipate that approximately 10 Concept Papers will be approved to submit full CREATE proposals.

SMRB: 

HSR&D received 150 ITS for its August SMRB.  100 full applications were subsequently received via eRA.  SMRB will convene on August 30-31, 2011 in Seattle, WA. Prior to SMRB, HSR&D CO staff will visit the Seattle COE/VISN to meet with research and medical center leadership and staff.


QUERI Updates

The Office of Specialty Care (OSC) and QUERI have agreed to fund two centers to evaluate the specialty care initiatives being launched under the Secretary’s Transformational Initiatives.  Each center will receive $300k annually for 2 years.  QUERI will release a call for concept papers by the end of this week.  

CIDER Updates:
The Office of Research and Development and HSR&D have a strong, ongoing commitment to women's health research. For example, HSR&D is funding a VA Women's Health Research Network, whose mission is to provide education, training, and mentorship to researchers who focus on women Veterans’ health.  The Network is supporting the July, 2011 supplement of the journal, Women's Health Issues that includes 17 peer-reviewed manuscripts on evidence-based policies and practices related to women Veterans and women in the military.  All articles are free and fully accessible online. 
New Web-based Process for HSR&D Publication Notification Submissions

Effective tomorrow, July 19, HSR&D investigators should begin using a new one-stop, web-based process for notifying ORD that a manuscript has been accepted for publication.  Several HSR&D Centers have tested the system with great success and it is now ready to roll out throughout HSR&D. Other ORD services will begin using the new on-line system in the near future.

Beginning tomorrow, HSR&D investigators should go to ORD’s SharePoint website and follow 2 simple steps:

· Click on the “Publications Tracker” tab at the top of the page (Access restricted to VA Intranet using Internet Explorer)

· Click “Submit Notification” and fill in the form - (Be sure to upload a copy of the presentation abstract or complete accepted article)

Questions about the new web site can be directed to the following addresses (vhacohsrd@va.gov OR research.publications@va.gov).

· RR&D – Dr. Audrey Kusiak
RRD Contribution to ORD Field Call, Monday July 18, 2011

1. JRRD impact factor has increased.  The 2-year standard impact factor is 1.708 in 2010 up from 1.367 in 2009.  Moreover, the 5-year impact factor is also up to 2.142 in 2010 from 1.849 in 2009.  JRRD has also increased in ranking within the field of rehabilitation rising from 22nd to 17th and steadily climbing.  These data demonstrate that JRRD is quickly becoming a leading journal in the field of rehabilitation research.  Congratulations to the Editorial staff. 

2. Dr. Jeffrey Capadona receives CWRU John S. Diekhoff award for excellence in graduate mentoring.  The award recognizes outstanding contributions to the education of graduate students through advising and classroom teaching.  Congratulations, Dr. Capadona.

3. Summer Review update.  There will be two sessions for Summer Merit Review; the first will be held on August 9-11, 2011 and the second session from August 16-17, 2011.  The Center of Excellence Review will be held on Thursday, August 18, 2011.

4. New RFA.  RRD will be posting a new RFA on “Studies on the Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma” focusing on the effects of long-term TBI and SCI, and the means to repair these injuries after they have been chronically established.  There will be a clinical and an animal model component to the RFA.  Applications responsive to the RFA will be accepted starting the next cycle.  For more information, contact either Stuart Hoffman or Audrey Kusiak.

5. Winter MR dates:  LOIs due November 1, 2011 and full proposals due December 15, 2011 for Winter MR.  Review will be at the end of February or early March 2012. [image: image1.bmp]
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