ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 18, 2010
1.   Welcome – Joel Kupersmith, MD
2.   Research Week Update – Gina Clemons
VA Research Week is May 2-6, 2011 with kick off events April 27-29, 2011. The focus of this year’s Research Week will be collaboration and translation of research findings into advances in medical practice. 

There is an increased emphasis from the VA Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs and VHA on celebrating, and promoting, VA Research Week as a national event. You will be receiving communications from specifically requesting all research offices to hold an event of some kind (large or small) to celebrate Research Week and that the activity occur during the  designated week and promoted to local media. Local Public Affairs Officers will be advised in a similar manner. Additionally, the direction is to ensure that national kick off activities encompasses the scope of the research program with representation from as many research programs as feasible.

To meet this directive, we are asking each research office to:

· identify Veterans that have expressed interest in speaking about the benefits of their research experience;

· recommend investigators that could speak about innovative research examples that can be demonstrated through research simulations and/or in a visually captivating manner; and 

· send pictures that can be used in activities to promote VA Research Week through print and social media venues (all pictures need to be high resolution and have appropriate releases in place).

All material should be emailed to the attention of “VHA ORD Communications Action” with a copy to Christine Amereihn.

VA RESEARCH PROGRAM POSTER:

In the near future, all research offices will be receiving a draft copy of a research poster that is being created to represent the full scope of the research program. We ask that you review the poster design and content to ensure that it reflects the work of your office. 


3.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D & QUERI Update – Dr. David Atkins 
SMRB: 

HSR&D reviewed 97 IIRs, 67 Pilot projects and 36 Career Development applications at the August 30th SMRB meeting.  Summary statements and critiques were released through eRA on September 28.  Funding Decision Notifications were released via email through HSR&D ART on October 7.  Of the 97 IIR proposals reviewed 17 were funded (17.5%); 6 Pilot Projects were funded (8.9%); and 8 Career Development applications were funded (22.2%).

The ITS for the Winter 2011 merit review cycle opened on Thursday October 7. HSR&D requires that Intent to Submit (ITS) information be provided for any application that is going to be submitted for the December 15th Merit Review verification deadline. Intent to Submit (ITS) information, including the proposal abstract, must be submitted electronically by close of business (5:00 pm Local Time) on Monday, November 1, 2010 using the form at HSR&D’s ART Website. Proposals which have not completed the ITS will not be reviewed.

HSR&D has posted six (6) Request for Applications (RFAs) for the Winter 2011 (December 15 verification deadline). The RFAs can be accessed at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.   A revised version of the VA SF 242 Application Guide has been posted on the ORD Intranet (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm) with a cover date of October 13, 2010.

HSR&D Priorities for Investigator-Initiated Research

HSR&D has revised the “HSR&D PRIORITIES FOR INVESTIGATOR-INITIATED RESEARCH” and it has been posted on the HSR&D Website. The URL is 

http://www.research.va.gov/funding/solicitations/docs/HSRD-IIR-Priorities-2011.pdf  

CIDER UPDATES: 

New publication/reports: 

As part of our Evidence Synthesis Program, a systematic review of the published literature to compare and contrast studies that assess VA and non-VA quality of care for surgical, non-surgical, and other medical conditions was recently completed. Overall, the available literature suggests that the care provided in the VA compares favorably to non-VA care systems. The full report is available on the HSR&D website here: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/esp/reports.cfm.   
An additional ESP report on Women’s Health will be posted within the next week.

Access State of the Art Conference held September 21-22nd

The “Improving Access to VA Care” state-of-the-art (SOTA) conference was held in Arlington, VA from September 21 to September 22, 2010.  Access to care is one of VA’s priority transformational initiatives, making this SOTA particularly timely.  Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Health, Robert Jesse, M.D., Ph.D., provided an overview of VHA’s priorities and challenges regarding access to VA healthcare in an opening SOTA plenary session.  Under Secretary for Health, Dr. Robert Petzel also spoke briefly on the 2nd morning of the conference to reiterate the importance of improving access to VA health care for Veterans.

The research agenda and policy recommendations that came out of the SOTA are currently being reviewed and synthesized for presentation to VA leadership.   A supplement to the Journal of General Internal Medicine is planned for publication in the Summer of 2011.  Papers are due to the journal for peer review by December 1st.  In addition, the SOTA planners will discuss and plan for other possible SOTA products which might include an RFA, a white paper(s) for leadership, and one or more cyber seminars to inform the research community about access research priorities. 

· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
Letter of Intent (LOI):
The LOI submission deadline is November 1st for the December application deadline.  An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions for Merit, Pilot, CDA1 and CDA2.  LOI instructions for Merit and Pilot proposals are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf.  LOI instructions for Career Development can be found on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf.

Proposals will not be accepted without an accepted LOI.  
Waiver Requests:
Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and off-site research are also due November 1st for the December application deadline. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. 


Request for Applications (RFA):
CDA1 and CDA2 Career Development applications must be submitted via electronic submission through Grants.gov and eRA Commons; no other submissions (i.e. paper, CD, e-mail, etc) will be accepted.  

RCS and SRCS applications should be submitted as a Word or PDF document to rrdreviews@va.gov. 

NOTE: RR&D is no longer accepting new applications for CDTA. If you currently hold a CDTA, the award will be active through the stated end date. 

A list of all RFAs can be found on the ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.

Again, we remind everyone to submit as early as possible to allow time for errors to be corrected before the deadline.  VA applications must meet 2 separate deadlines: 
1. Submission and acceptance in Grants.gov on or before 6 p.m. (local time) of the Last Possible Submission Date (submission deadline) stated in the RFA.
AND

2. Verification by eRA Commons on or before the Verification Deadline stated in the RFA.   

Applications that miss either deadline will not be accepted for review.

· BLR&D and CSR&D – Dr. William Goldberg 
Update on the Fall 2010 Merit Review cycle for BLR&D and CSR&D

A total of 416 Merit Review and 75 Career Development applications have been accepted for the Fall 2010 Review cycle.  As with the Spring review cycle, Career Development applications will be reviewed by the Merit Review panels.  Review meetings have been scheduled between November 18 and Dec 7.

In addition, 9 applications have been received in response to the 3 current RFAs Gulf War Research.  No review date has been set, but it is likely to occur in December.  The 3 Gulf War RFAs will be re-issued in January for submission of applications for the March deadline.  Once again, the Gulf War Research RFAs will include a significantly higher annual budget cap than the other RFAs issued by BLR&D and CSR&D ($500,000 vs $150,000 per year).  Please encourage your investigators to look over these RFAs to determine if they have relevant research projects that could be submitted.

A revised VA SF-424 Application Guide has been posted on the ORD Intranet with a cover date of October 13, 2010.  Please make sure your investigators and R&D Office personnel use this updated version for guidance in preparing electronic applications.

We will be releasing a revised version of the required Checklist this afternoon.  As soon as it is submitted to the webmaster for posting, we will broadcast e-mail it to the ACOS and AO communities.

As a reminder, please submit all questions/inquiries about the application process (i.e., completion of the application package) to the eRA mailbox in Outlook (rd-era@va.gov) address, rather than directly to Sara Clark, Dr. Leroy Frey, or myself.  If one of us is out of the office, your questions will go unanswered until they return and can forward your questions to our support team.  The mailbox is monitored throughout the day and you will receive the quickest response if questions are sent here directly.

The eRA and Grants.gov helpdesks should only be used for questions about problems accessing an investigator or signing official account.  The eRA and Grants.gov helpdesks are not able to answer questions about completing an application to ORD.

· PRIDE – Dr. K. Lynn Cates
The new, revised VHA Handbook 1200.05, "Requirements for the Protection of Human Subjects in Research" was signed by the Under Secretary for Health today, October 15, 2010, and is attached.  The provisions of this handbook must be implemented by March 31, 2011.  We will talk about how we will provide training on this new handbook on the ORD Field Conference Call on Monday, October 18, 2010 at 1:30 EDT (VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323).  

The first conference call to discuss the new VHA Handbook 1200.05 will be as follows:
Monday, October 18, 2010 (we have reserved 400 lines)

3 – 5 p.m. EDT

VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 84656

Don’t worry if you are not available or cannot get onto the Monday, October 18 training conference call.  We will have another conference call later in the week, and as many calls as are needed to ensure everyone receives this training.  We also will set up weekly conference calls for your questions about this handbook.
Move Update – Margaret Hannon

We have made a determination that we will not announce a new date until there is a reasonable certainty that the move will actually happen.
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