ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, December 19, 2011
1. Welcome – Dr. Joel Kupersmith
2.   Communications Update – Suzana Iveljic
Research Week:


Magazine

Thank you to those who submitted nominations for Research Week!  We are beginning to reach out to those who submitted nominations which we are interested in pursuing for both the video and the Washington, D.C. event.  

We still have a need for feature article ideas for our magazine.  VA Research Today targets Veterans, family members, Veteran Service Organizations and members of the medical and research community.  It is a 72-page magazine launched three years ago which features stories on topics ranging from advanced prosthetics to chronic disease management, along with inspiring personal stories of Veterans and researchers.  Over 10,000 copies are distributed using a combination of online and print distribution vehicles.

Those wishing to submit article ideas should contact Mitch Mirkin at Mitch.Mirkin@va.gov or 410-962-1800 ext 252.

Field Materials

We will be sending materials to the field in support of Research Week.  These include sample invitation letters and agendas, posters, and a Certificate of Designation.  Other materials may be obtained by ordering from our website at:  http://www.research.va.gov/resources/pubs/order_brochures.cfm
3.   Research Administrative Management System (RAMS) 
– Dr. Holly Birdsall
Research Administrative Management System (RAMS)

RAMS is on track. Separate communication will be going out to the field.

4.   Gulf War Updates – Dr. Victor Kalasinsky

1) Nine Working Groups submitted recommendations for additions to the draft Gulf War Research Strategic Plan.
2) The Gulf War Steering Committee met on December 7 to review the recommendations and make additional suggestions.
3) The “Coordinating Committee” will incorporate the recommendations into a revised plan which will be discussed on January 31 by the Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses (RACGWVI), the National Research Advisory Council (NRAC), and the Gulf War Steering Committee. 

5.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. David Atkins
SMRB Updates:

The deadline for submission of applications for HSR&D’s winter 2012 merit review program was Monday, December 12, 2011, and the final verification deadline was Thursday, December 15. At this time, applications continue to be processed through first contact in the eRA system as well as a HSR&D administrative review. It is possible that up to 184 full applications will be received based on the final ITS submission number. Of these, 37 are CREATE applications. The ITS and final applications are being reviewed by HSR&D Scientific Program Managers with the expectation that final assignments to review groups for the March 2012 Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will be completed and released to PIs the first week in January. Reviewer assignments to review groups and to applications are expected to be released in mid-January 2012.

HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board meeting will take place March 6-8, 2012 in New Orleans, LA, at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside. Career Development Awards, Nursing Research Awards, Merit Review Awards and CREATE projects will be reviewed over the 3-day meeting. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the SMRB meeting.

ORO Presentation:

VHA Operations Activities That May Constitute Research 

As you are probably aware, recently ORO has conducted several presentations on Handbook 1058.05 that addresses VHA Operations activities that may constitute research.  The December 8th Live Meeting presentation was recorded and for you convenience is now available on R&D and linked from the HSR&D websites.  http://www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/oro-120811.cfm  The final Live Meeting presentation on this handbook will be held tomorrow December 20th at noon EST.  

CREATE Updates:

CREATE applications deadline was also December 12th.  37 proposals will be reviewed in the March SMRB.  As you know, CREATEs are defined as a group of coordinated research projects conducted in a focused research area by independent, collaborating investigators coordinating with one or more VA Partner(s) to address high-priority health system issues.  CREATE proposals will be reviewed in two stages. In the first stage, individual studies within the CREATE will be assessed and scored for scientific merit by panels with the appropriate scientific expertise to assess important questions of methods, data sources, and study design.  The second stage review will occur at a different and later time with a completely different review panel which will include reviewers representing leadership from research (probably SMRB chairs), clinical programs, and field operations. This review will be responsible for judging the relevance and potential value to VA of each complete CREATE project and how well each accomplishes the CREATE aims of accelerating the science, demonstrating collaboration, and producing impact. The panel will make recommendations to HSRD leadership of which projects are the highest priority for funding.  

Evidence Synthesis Program Reports:
The latest ESP reports posted to the HSR&D web since the last call include: Treatment of Anemia in Patients with Heart Disease, 
Risk Prediction Models for Hospital Readmission: A Systematic Review, and, Public Presentation of Health System or Facility Data about Quality and Safety: A Systematic Review.  All published ESP reports are available on the HSR&D web here: http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/esp/reports.cfm
· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn
1) RR&D is in the midst of handling receipt and referral for 383 applications submitted via eRA COMMONS. These are Pilot, Merit (full study) and Career Development 1 and 2 applications.

2) RR&D will be making changes to its Pilot Study research program over the next two review cycles. The intention is to maintain a Pilot Study program that fully embraces the rationale of providing support as expeditiously as possible to investigators in need of such support to generate pilot data to determine feasibility and if appropriate develop fully powered studies. The phase-in will occur as follows, any Pilot applications submitted for the upcoming March 2012 review will be reviewed according to the existing program. Those Pilot applications not selected for funding from the March 2012 review can be resubmitted (1st or 2nd resubmission) for the August 2012 review. The application format, submission and review process will remain the same.  In the interim we will be revising page limits, budget and length of Pilot projects, as well as developing a review and funding structure that allows for a rapid turnaround. Input from the field will be sought prior to roll-out of the revised Pilot Program.

3) The Paul B. Magnuson Award is the highest recognition RR&D bestows upon a rehabilitation researcher. The 2011 recipient for this award is Joseph Czerniecki, MD, from the Puget Sound VA in Seattle, WA. Dr. Czerniecki is the Associate Director of the RR&D CoE in Limb Loss Prevention and Prosthetic Engineering and Professor of Rehabilitative Medicine at the University of Washington. Dr. Czerniecki’s research has focused on the biomechanical adaptations that enable amputees to run and walk the effects of novel prosthetic componentry on amputee mobility and the prediction of outcome after devascular lower extremity amputation.  

Congratulations to Dr. Czerniecki. Formal recognition will occur during the ORD Research Day events in DC this April.
Nomination packets for the 2012 Paul B. Magnusson Award are being accepted through August 1, 2012.
For more information go to: http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-6.pdf 

Nomination packets should be emailed to: rrdreviews@va.gov  [image: image1.bmp]
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