ORD Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, December 20, 2010 
1.   Welcome – Dr. Timothy O’Leary
2.   Service Updates:

· HSR&D Update – Dr. David Atkins
SMRB: 
March 2011 SMRB:

181 applications were received and processed in eRA. Of the 181 applications which were received, 64 were submissions for pilot projects.  6 IIR applications were administratively withdrawn due to problems with formatting or failure to obtain a budget waiver prior to submission. Please remind investigators to review instructions regarding eRA submissions and to check their submitted proposal on the eRA site before the final deadline to avoid this problem.  

CIDER UPDATES: 

HSR&D National Meeting

The HSR&D National Meeting will be held February 16-18, 2010 at the Gaylord National Convention Center, 201 Waterfront St, National Harbor, MD (just outside of D.C.)  The meeting will include 90 paper presentations, 21 workshops and 113 poster presentations, as well as talks by both Drs. Petzel and Jesse.  In addition, Dr. Petzel will present the USH Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research. 

Evidence Synthesis Report

A new report, Comparative Effectiveness of Smoking Cessation Treatments for Patients with Depression: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis of the Evidence, has been posted to the website.  The review found few trials of smoking cessation interventions for patients with current depression. The report indicated that Veterans have higher rates of depression and smoking compared to the general population.  Healthcare providers should consider encouraging their patients with depression who smoke to seek smoking cessation services that include both Nicotine Replacement Therapy and mood management counseling.  Trials are needed to determine the most effective combination of smoking cessation treatments for smokers with current depression and to assess if these treatments work equally well for both men and women.  


VA Researchers Received Prestigious PECASE Award

Rachel Werner, MD, PhD, a Research Career Development Awardee with the VA HSR&D Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion (CHERP) and a primary care internist at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Philadelphia, and Pamela J. VandeVord, PhD, a rehabilitation investigator at the John J. Dingell VA Medical Center in Detroit, and an associate professor of biomedical engineering at Wayne State University, received the prestigious Presidential Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE) at a ceremony at the White House. 

The award was established in 1996 as America’s highest honor for early-career researchers, and was presented by President Obama at a White House ceremony on December 13th 2010. 

Dr. Werner's research focuses on how quality improvement initiatives—such as pay for performance and public reporting—change health care delivery, health care organization and finances, racial disparities, and overall quality of care. Her work was among the first to recognize unintended consequences of public reporting of quality information, which in some cases may worsen racial disparities. 
Dr. VandeVord works as a rehabilitation investigator at the John J. Dingell VA Medical Center in Detroit, and is an associate professor of biomedical engineering at Wayne State University.  Her work has focused on how traumatic brain injury damages neurons and other cells and tissues in the human brain. Her team has also studied the natural repair processes of peripheral nerves. The work may potentially help injured troops recover sensation in their hands and feet. 
· RR&D – Dr. Patricia Dorn 
1) For the next scientific peer review (Feb/Mar 2011) we have 145 merit, 68 pilot, 11 CDA1, 35 CDA-2 and 1research  career scientist. There are a few applications we are still doing follow-up re issues. 
2) Just completed CoE/REAP review. Scientific priority scores, summary statements and individual critiques will be disseminated in early 2011.  Decisions about site visits will be made in early 2011.  Please note, a site visit does not indicate intent to fund. It  indicates that the site/applicant is still under consideration. 
3) On December 13th the 2010 Presidential Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engineers were awarded by the White House. Pamela Vandevord, PhD, an RRD investigator from the John D. Dingell VAMC in Detroit, Michigan was one of the recipients. 

This was for devising a model for blast-induced traumatic brain injury (TBI) typical of Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF) that permits a better understanding of the multiple mechanisms of damage occurring within neurons and associated cells and tissues.  Such understanding will facilitate improvements across the spectrum of prevention, diagnosis and treatment of combat neurotrauma.

See December VA research currents for more information on PECASE awardees. 

· BLR&D – Dr. Ronald Przygodzki and Dr. Sumitra Muralidhar
The Million Veteran Program is one of the largest programs in the United States creating a longitudinal cohort and database of genetic, military exposure, lifestyle and health information. The MVP team is led by two Co-PIs: Dr. Mike Gaziano at the Boston VA and John Concato at the West Haven in close coordination with the program office in CO.  National recruitment and enrollment will be coordinated by the Boston MAVERIC and West Haven CERC, which are Epidemiology Coordinating Centers of the Cooperative Studies Program. Veterans who are users of the VA healthcare system will be recruited centrally through an invitational mailing primarily. Enrollment will begin at the Boston VA and then followed at 8 Vanguard sites in Spring 2011.   Following this there will be a phased-national roll-out.

We have completed extensive Communications and PR with various stakeholders, including the Hill, national VSO leadership, as well as the offices of Nursing, Minority Veterans and Women veterans.  Standard PR materials have been developed and will be distributed to all the VAs in January. These include a poster, an informational brochure, a palm card and an informational video. The video will be screened at all VA hospitals on January 4th.  We will confirm the time in the first week of January.

Although roll-out will begin in Boston and will be phased in at gradually at other VAs, veterans will hear about MVP through word of mouth and articles in VSO magazines etc and so it is very important that all VA hospital and research leadership and staff are aware of it and convey a unified message.  The PR materials we distribute should help with this.  If you have any questions, you can visit the website at www.research.va.gov/MVP  or you can email Sumitra.muralidhar@va.gov


· CSR&D – Dr. Grant Huang
CSP Clinical Research Pharmacy Coordinating Center

On Dec 16, the VA Cooperative Studies Program Clinical Research Pharmacy Coordinating Center received its Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award, the nation’s highest award for quality and organizational excellence.  It is the first time a VA organization has received this prestigious award and only the second federal program to be so honored. Named after former Commerce Secretary Malcolm Baldrige, the award recognizes organizational excellence in the business, education, health care, and nonprofit/government sectors. Dr. Mike R. Sather, Director of the Albuquerque-based Center, and Thelma Salazar, Assistant Center Director received the award from Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke and Vice President Biden. In addition to Dr. Sather and Ms. Salazar, VA’s Chief of Staff John Gingrich, Dr. Kupersmith and Dr. O’Leary were in attendance at the ceremony.  In the Vice President’s comments, he emphasized the importance of innovation, VA’s sacred obligation to our fighting men and women, and the Clinical Research Pharmacy Coordinating Center being “one of the most innovative clinical trials centers in the entire world.”  While it was a proud moment for VA Research, it was also a humble reminder of the reason for what we do.

Thanks to all the research offices, CSP study chairs, and investigators and coordinators for helping us to achieve this historic recognition on behalf of VA.

Cooperative Studies Scientific Evaluation Committee (CSSEC)

The next CSSEC meeting will be on Jan 13 in Washington, DC.  3 studies will be reviewed, including one new study on contrast-induced nephropathy.  

3.   Medical Support Authority – Dr.  Kent Wellman:

Kent Wellman from OHRM Recruitment and Placement Policy service outlined some criteria for use of the medical Support Authority for hiring Research personnel.
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