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CHAIRPERSONS 

BERGESON, SUSAN E., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF NEUROBIOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACOLOGY 
AND NEUROSCIENCE 
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
LUBBOCK, TX  

BLOW, FREDERIC C., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN MEDICAL SCHOOL 
SENIOR RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
ANN ARBOR VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM  
ANN ARBOR, MI  

BRECHA, NICHOLAS C., PH.D 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENTS OF NEUROBIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 
DAVID GEFFEN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 
RESEARCH BIOLOGIST  
GREATER LOS ANGELES VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
LOS ANGELES, CA  

BROWNING, DARREN D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPT OF BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
AUGUSTA UNIVERSITY 
AUGUSTA, GA 

COLLINS, JAMES F., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SCIENCE AND HUMAN NUTRITION 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
GAINESVILLE, FL 

D'ARMIENTO, JEANINE M., M.D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF PULMONARY, ALLERGY AND 
CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE IN ANESTHESIOLOGY 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK, NY 

DIB-HAJJ, SULAYMAN, PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY 
CENTER FOR NEUROSCIENCE AND REGENERATION 
YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
SENIOR RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
CONNECTICUT VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
WEST HAVEN, CT  
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GALE, SHAWN D., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
AND NEUROSCIENCE CENTER  
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY 
PROVO, UT 
 
GARCIA, JOSE M., M.D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
CLINICIAN INVESTIGATOR, GRECC 
PUGET SOUND VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SEATTLE, WA  
 
HAJJAR, ROGER J., M.D. 
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
ARTHUR & JANET C. ROSS 
CARDIOVASCULAR RESEARCH CENTER 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
ICAHN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AT MOUNT SINAI 
NEW YORK, NY  
 
HUANG, ERIC J., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  
 
ISALES, CARLOS MIGUEL, M.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA 
AUGUSTA, GA  
 
KEHN-HALL, KYLENE, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR BIODEFENSE AND  
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
SCHOOL OF SYSTEMS BIOLOGY 
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
MANASSAS, VA  
 
KHASAWNEH, FADI T., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 
EL PASO, TX 
 
LOCKETTE, WARREN, M.D., DD 
SENIOR ASSOCIATE DEAN 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
COLUMBIA, MO 
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MALKAS, LINDA H., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND ASSOCIATE CHAIR 
DEAN FOR TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE 
COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER 
DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR BIOLOGY 
BECKMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF CITY OF HOPE 
DUARTE, CA  
 
MCCARTY, CATHERINE ANNE, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR RESEARCH 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MEDICAL SCHOOL- DULUTH CAMPUS 
DULUTH, MN 
 
MEHROTRA, RAJNISH, MBBS, M.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF NEPHROLOGY 
KIDNEY RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE, WA  
 
PLYMATE, STEPHEN R., M.D. 
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
HARBORVIEW MEDICAL CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
STAFF PHYSICIAN 
GRECC  
PUGET SOUND VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SEATTLE, WA 
 
SCHMIDT, ANN MARIE, M.D. 
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR 
DIABETES RESEARCH PROGRAM 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
PHARMACOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY 
LANGONE MEDICAL CENTER 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK, NY  
 
SHI, YUN-BO, PH.D. 
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR 
SECTION ON MOLECULAR MORPHOGENESIS 
EMBRYOLOGY 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH DEVELOPMENT  
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
BETHESDA, MD 
 
SHIAO, STEPHEN L., M.D., PH.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF RADIATION ONCOLOGY 
AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 
LOS ANGELES, CA  
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SIMON, GEORGE R., M.D. 
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE AND ONCOLOGY 
SECTION CHIEF, EXPERIMENTAL THERAPEUTICS 
DEPARTMENT OF THORACIC HEAD AND 
NECK MEDICAL ONCOLOGY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MD ANDERSON 
HOUSTON, TX 
 
SINGER, HAROLD A., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
DEPARTMENT MOLECULAR & CELLULAR PHYSIOLOGY 
ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE 
ALBANY, NY  
 
SLOVIN, SUSAN FAITH, M.D., PH.D. 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN 
GENITOURINARY ONCOLOGY SERVICE 
MEMORIAL SLOAN-KETTERING CANCER CENTER 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
WEILL-CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE 
NEW YORK, NY 
 
TRAVERS, JEFFREY B., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR OF PHARMACOLOGY  
AND TOXICOLOGY 
BOONSHOFT SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY 
STAFF DERMATOLOGIST 
DAYTON VA MEDICAL CENTER 
DAYTON, OH  
 
VELLA, ANTHONY T., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
ASSOCIATE DEAN OF RESEARCH MENTORING 
BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM CHAIR IN IMMUNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF IMMUNOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
FARMINGTON, CT 
 
WILLIAMSON, PETER RICHARD, M.D., PH.D. 
CHIEF 
TRANSLATIONAL MYCOLOGY SECTION 
LABORATORY OF CLINICAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
BETHESDA, MD  
 
WOLF, WILLIAM A., PH.D 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY AND CELL BIOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
HINES VA HOSPITAL 
HINES, IL  
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YUREK, DAVID M., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSURGERY 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
LEXINGTON, KY 
 
ZHANG, PING, M.D., PH.D. 
WATANAKUNAKORN CHAIR, PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF INTEGRATIVE MEDICAL SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
NORTHEAST OHIO MEDICAL UNIVERSITY 
ROOTSTOWN, OH  
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
ABUMRAD, NADA A., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR OF CELL BIOLOGY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
ST. LOUIS, MO 
 
AGRAWAL, DEVENDRA K., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIRMAN 
DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL AND 
TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 
OMAHA, NE 
 
AGUIAR, RICARDO C., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY TEXAS HSC - SAN ANTONIO 
RESEARCH HEALTH SPECIALIST 
SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SAN ANTONIO, TX  
 
AGUILERA, NADINE S., M.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
SECTION HEAD HEMATOPATHOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA HEALTH SYSTEM 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA  
 
AHERN, CHRISTOPHER A., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOPHYSICS 
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY, IA  
 
AL-ALY, ZIYAD, M.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL INTERNAL MEDICINE 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
PHYSICIAN 
ST. LOUIS VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SAINT LOUIS, MO  
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ALAM, NOOR, PH.D. 
ADJUCT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA–LOS ANGELES 
RESEARCH PHYSIOLOGIST 
GREATER LOS ANGELES VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SEPULVEDA, CA  
 
ALDER, JEFF DALE, PH.D.  
ANTI-INFECTIVE CONSULTING LLC 
MARGARETVILLE, NJ 
 
ALEWINE, CHRISTINE, M.D., PH.D. 
ASSISTANT CLINICAL INVESTIGATOR 
LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
BETHESDA, MD  
 
ALEXANDER, SHEILA A., PH.D., BSN, RN 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
ACUTE & TERTIARY CARE, SCHOOL OF NURSING 
CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE, SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
PITTSBURGH, PA  
 
ANDERSON, STEWART JOHN, PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOSTATISTICS  
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH  
PITTSBURGH, PA  
 
ARMANDO, INES, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE  
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON, DC  
 
ATAMAS, SERGEI P., M.D., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
RESEARCH HEALTH SCIENTIST 
BALTIMORE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
BALTIMORE, MD 
 
AWASTHI, SHANJANA, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  
 
BACHTELL, RYAN K., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
AND NEUROSCIENCE 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORAGO, BOULDER 
BOULDER, CO 
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BACK, SUDIE E., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
STAFF PSYCHOLOGIST 
RALPH A. JOHNSON VA MEDICAL CENTER 
CHARLESTON, SC 
 
BAKER, ANTHONY J., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE  
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO 
RESEARCH BIOLOGIST 
SAN FRANCISCO VA MEDICAL CENTER 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
 
BANKS, MATTHEW, PH.D., PHMD 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACOLOGY & TOXICOLOGY 
VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 
RICHMOND, VA 
 
BARNES, SEAN, PH.D.  
CLINICAL/RESEARCH PSYCHOLOGIST 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN MIRECC 
DENVER VA MEDICAL CENTER  
DENVER, CO 
 
BASSON, MARC D., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND SENIOR ASSOCIATE DEAN 
FOR MEDICINE AND RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENTS OF SURGERY, PATHOLOGY 
AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA 
GRAND FORKS, ND 
 
BECK, KEVIN D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATE CHIEF OF STAFF 
DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
VETERANS NEW JERSEY HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
EAST ORANGE, NJ 
 
BEERS, MICHAEL FRANCIS, M.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PHYSICIAN 
PHILADELPHIA VA MEDICAL CENTER 
PHILADELPHIA, PA  
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BELKHIRI, ABBES, PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
DIVISION OF SURGICAL ONCOLOGY 
SECTION OF SURGICAL SCIENCES 
INGRAM CANCER CENTER 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 
NASHVILLE, TN  
 
BENVENISTE, MORRIS J., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
NEUROSCIENCE INSTITUTE 
MOREHOUSE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
ATLANTA, GA  
 
BERG, RANCE E., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF CELL BIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 
FORT WORTH, TX  
 
BHOWMICK, NEIL A., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
DIRECTOR, CANCER BIOLOGY PROGRAM 
SAMUEL OSCHIN COMPREHENSIVE CANCER INSTITUTE 
CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST  
GREATER LOS ANGELES VA MEDICAL CENTER 
LOS ANGELES, CA  
 
BILGEN, BAHAR, PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ORTHOPAEDICS (RESEARCH) 
THE WARREN ALPERT MEDICAL SCHOOL  
OF BROWN UNIVERSITY 
RHODE ISLAND HOSPITAL 
PROVIDENCE, RI 
 
BIRUKOVA, ANNA, M.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF PULMONARY AND CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
BALTIMORE, MD 
 
BISWAL, SHYAM, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF TOXICOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 
BLOOMBERG SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
BALTIMORE, MD 
 
BISWAS, KOUSICK, PH.D. 
ACTING DIRECTOR  
COOPERATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM  
COORDINATING CENTER  
HEALTH SCIENCE OFFICER 
PERRY POINT VA MEDICAL CENTER  
PERRY POINT, MD 
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BLACKFORD, JENNIFER URBANO, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE  
RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
NASHVILLE VA MEDICAL CENTER  
NASHVILLE, TN 
 
BOYKO, EDWARD J., M.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
STAFF PHYSICIAN 
PUGET SOUND VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
SEATTLE, WA  
 
BRAGA, MARIA F., PH.D., DDS  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY 
AND GENETICS 
UNIFORMED SERVICES UNIVERSITY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES 
BETHESDA, MD  
 
BRANG, DAVID, PH.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MI 
 
BREWSTER, LUKE PACKARD, M.D., PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
EMORY UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
SECTION CHIEF, VASCULAR BIOLOGY 
ATLANTA VA MEDICAL CENTER 
ATLANTA, GA  
 
BROWN, CHRISTIAN, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
EATON PEABODY LABORATORY 
MASSACHUSETTS EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY 
BOSTON, MA 
 
BURNS, MARK P., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSCIENCE 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON, DC  
 
BUTELMAN, EDUARDO R., PH.D. 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
KREEK LABORATORY 
ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK, NY 
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BYERS, AMY LYNN, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 
SAN FRANCISCO VA MEDICAL CENTER  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
 
CAI, DONGMING, M.D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY 
ICAHN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AT MOUNT SINAI 
STAFF PHYSICIAN 
JAMES J. PETERS VA MEDICAL CENTER 
NEW YORK CITY, NY  
 
CANNON, JASON R., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF TOXICOLOGY 
DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
WEST LAFAYETTE, IN  
 
CAO, WEIBIAO, M.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
SURGICAL AND GASTROINTESTINAL PATHOLOGIST 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY & MEDICINE 
RHODE ISLAND HOSPITAL AND THE WARREN ALPERT 
MEDICAL SCHOOL OF BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PROVIDENCE, RI  
 
CARLSON, KIMBERLY, MS  
STATISTICIAN 
COOPERATIVE STUDIES  
PROGRAM COORDINATING CENTER 
EDWARD HINES JR. VA HOSPITAL 
HINES, IL 
 
CARROLL, JOSEPH, PH.D. 
PROFESSOR IN OPHTHALMOLOGY 
THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF WISCONSIN 
MILWAUKEE, WI  
 
CASADESUS, GEMMA, PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
KENT STATE UNIVERSITY 
KENT, OH  
 
CHANG, YUNG-FU F., PH.D., DVM  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF POPULATION 
COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, NY  
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CHAUHAN, SUBHASH C., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER 
MEMPHIS, TN  
 
CHELLAPPAN, SRIKUMAR P., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIRMAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TUMOR BIOLOGY 
H. LEE MOFFITT CANCER CENTER 
TAMPA, FL  
 
CHEN, BEIBEI, PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
UNIVERISTY OF PITTSBURGH 
PITTSBURGH, PA  
 
CHEN, CHING-CHENG, PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
STEM CELL & LEUKEMIC RESEARCH 
GHER FAMILY CENTER FOR LEUKEMIC RESEARCH 
BECKMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF CITY OF HOPE 
DUARTE, CA  
 
CHEN, PETER, M.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF PULMONARY & CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE 
CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER 
LOS ANGELES, CA  
 
CHEN, XIN, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOENGINEERING 
AND THERAPEUTIC SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  
 
CHOI, BYEONGYEOB, PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF EPIDEMIOLOGY AND BIOSTATISTIC 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT SAN ANTONIO 
SAN ANTONIO, TX 
 
CHOI, ERIC T., M.D.  
PROFESSOR AND CHIEF 
DIVISION OF VASCULAR & ENDOVASCULAR SURGERY 
DIRECTOR, TEMPLE LIMB SALVAGE CENTER 
CO-SURGICAL DIRECTOR  
TEMPLE HEART & VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA  
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CHONG, RAYMOND K., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND DIRECTOR 
APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCE GRADUATE PROGRAM 
COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH 
AUGUSTA UNIVERSITY 
AUGUSTA, GA  
 
CHORLEY, BRIAN, PH.D. 
RESEARCH BIOLOGIST 
INTEGRATED SYSTEMS TOXICOLOGY DIVISION 
CARCINOGENESIS BRANCH 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC 
 
CHOUDHARY, GAURAV, M.D., MBBS  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
ALBERT MEDICAL SCHOOL OF BROWN UNIVERSITY 
ASSOCIATE CHIEF OF STAFF, RESEACH & CARDIOLOGIST 
PROVIDENCE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
PROVIDENCE, RI  
 
CLEGG, DEBORAH J., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF OBESITY AND METABOLIC RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
CEDARS SINAI MEDICAL CENTER 
LOS ANGELES, CA 
 
COHEN, ERIC PHIN, M.D.  
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
STAFF PHYSICIAN 
BALTIMORE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
BALTIMORE, MD  
 
COLLINS, SEAN PATRICK, M.D. 
PROFESSOR AND VICE CHAIR FOR RESEARCH 
DIRECTOR, CLINICAL TRIALS CENTER 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, EMERGENCY MEDICINE  
DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY  
EMERGENCY MEDICINE PHYSICIAN 
NASHVILLE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
NASHVILLE, TN 
 
CONNER, KENNETH R., PSY.D. 
PROFESSOR 
EMERGENCY MEDICINE AND PSYCHIATRY  
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER  
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST 
CANANDAIGUA VA MEDICAL CENTER  
ROCHESTER, NY 
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COOK, DAVID G., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
RESEARCH HEALTH SCIENTIST 
PUGET SOUND VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM  
SEATTLE, WA  
 
COULOMBE, ROGER A., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY 
LOGAN, UT 
 
CRIBBS, DAVID HASTINGS, PH.D. 
RESEARCH PROFESSOR AND ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY 
INSTITUTE FOR MEMORY IMPAIRMENTS & NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE 
IRVINE, CA  
 
CZYZYK-KRZESKA, MARIA F., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF CANCER BIOLOGY 
VONTZ CENTER FOR MOLECULAR STUDIES 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI 
RESEARCH HEALTH SCIENTIST 
CINCINNATI VA MEDICAL CENTER 
CINCINNATI, OH 
 
DAMASER, MARGOT S., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING 
CLEVELAND CLINIC LERNER RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
SENIOR REHABILITATION RESEARCH CAREER SCIENTIST 
LOUIS STOKES CLEVELAND VA MEDICAL CENTER 
CLEVELAND, OH  
 
DEANE, RASHID, PH.D.  
RESEARCH PROFESSOR 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 
ROCHESTER, NY  
 
DEBEER, BRYANN, PH.D. 
PSYCHOLOGIST 
OLIN E. TEAGUE VETERANS CENTER  
TEMPLE, TX 
 
DEFULIO, ANTHONY, PH.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
KALAMAZOO, MI 
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DELA CRUZ, CHARLES S., M.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL MEDICINE 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
YALE UNIVERSITY 
PHYSICIAN 
CONNECTICUT VA MEDICAL CENTER 
NEW HAVEN, CT  
 
DEL POETA, MAURIZIO, M.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR GENETICS AND 
MICROBIOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY 
NORTHPORT VA MEDICAL CENTER 
STONY BROOK, NY  
 
DHANDAPANI, KRISHNAN M., PH.D.  
CO-DIRECTOR, NEUROVASCULAR RESEARCH LABORATORY 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF NEUROSURGERY 
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA 
AUGUSTA UNIVERSITY 
AUGUSTA, GA  
 
DHILLON, NAVNEET KAUR., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF PULMONARY AND CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER 
KANSAS CITY, KS  
 
DIRIENZO, JOSEPH M., PH.D.  
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DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
FEINBERG SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
PHYSICIAN 
JESSE BROWN VA MEDICAL CENTER 
CHICAGO, IL 
 
WESTLUND-HIGH, KARIN N., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR AND VICE-CHAIR 
DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIOLOGY & CRITICAL CARE 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
ALBUQUERQUE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
 
WESTRICK, RANDAL J., PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR  
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 
ROCHESTER, MI  
 
WIGDAHL, BRIAN, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
INSTITUTE FOR MOLECULAR MEDICINE 
AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE 
DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 
DREXEL UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 
 
WILGUS, TRACI A., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
COLUMBUS, OH 
 
WILLIAMS, JULIE A., PH.D.  
RESEARCH ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PERELMAN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA  
 
WILLIAMSON, JOHN B., PH.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR  
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY  
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA HEALTH SCIENTIST 
N FLORIDA/S GEORGIA VETERANS HEALTHCARE SYSTEM  
GAINESVILLE, FL 
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WILLIAMSON, DOUGLAS E., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
DUKE UNIVERSITY  
RESEARCH HEALTH SCIENCE 
DURHAM VA MEDICAL CENTER  
DURHAM, NC 
 
WILSON, MATTHEW H., M.D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
STAFF PHYSICIAN 
TENNESEE VALLEY VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM NASHVILLE 
NASHVILLE, TN  
 
WINHAM, STACEY J., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF BIOSTATISTICS 
SENIOR ASSOCIATE CONSULTANT II 
DIVISION OF BIOMEDICAL STATISTICS AND INFORMATICS 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SCIENCES RESEARCH 
ROCHESTER, MN  
 
WININGER, MICHAEL T., PH.D. 
STATISTICIAN OF MEDICINE 
VA COOPERATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM 
VA CONNECTICUT HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
WEST HAVEN, CT  
 
WONG, PHILIP C., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL  
BALTIMORE, MD  
 
WOO, JESSICA G., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF BIOSTATISTICS & EPIDEMIOLOGY 
CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER 
CINCINNATI, OH  
 
WOODS, THOMAS COOPER, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY 
TULANE MEDICAL CENTER 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
 
WU, WEN-CHIH, M.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 
BROWN UNIVERSITY 
CHIEF OF CARDIOLOGY AND RESEARCH HEALTH SCIENCE 
PROVIDENCE VA MEDICAL CENTER 
PROVIDENCE, RI  
 
 
 
 



 

SPRING 2018 MERIT REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE AGGREGATE ROSTER  
 

 56 

XING, LIANPING, M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER 
ROCHESTER, NY  
 
XU, MEIFENG, M.D., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY AND 
LABORATORY MEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI  
CINCINNATI, OH 
 
YAFFE, KRISTINE, M.D. 
PROFESSOR 
ASSOCIATE CHAIR FOR CLINICAL & TRANSLATION RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 
NEUROLOGY, EPIDEMIOLOGY & BIOSTATISTICS 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO 
CHIEF, GERIATRIC PSYCHIATRY  
SAN FRANCISCO VA MEDICAL CENTER 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  
 
YANG, TIANXIN, M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION EDOWED CHAIR 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 
RESEARCH CAREER SCIENTIST 
SALT LAKE CITY VA MEDICAL CENTER 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
 
YANG, VINCENT W., M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR AND CHAIR 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK - STONY BROOK 
STONY BROOK, NY 
 
YOCHUM, GREGORY S., PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
HERSHEY, PA  
 
YOON, GIHYUN, M.D. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY  
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 
YALE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE  
PSYCHIATRIST 
CONNECTICUT VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM  
WEST HAVEN, CT 
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YOSHIMURA, NAOKI, M.D., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF UROLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
PITTSBURGH, PA  
 
YU, JINDAN, PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DIVISION OF HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 
FEINBERG SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
CHICAGO, IL 
 
ZABEL, BRIAN A., PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANDFORD, CA  
 
ZACHARIOU, VENETIA, PH.D. 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

NEUROSCIENCE AND PHARMACOLOGIAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSCIENCE, PHARMACY, AND 

SYSTEMS THERAPEUTICS 

MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

NEW YORK, NY 
 
ZAHEER, ASGAR, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY 
DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR TRANSLATIONAL NEUROSCIENCE 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
RESEARCH CAREER SCIENTIST 
HARRY S. TRUMAN VA MEDICAL CENTER 
COLUMBIA, MO  
 
ZANDI, PETER P., PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
BLOOMBERG SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
BALTIMORE, MD 
 
ZANG, QUN SOPHIA, PH.D.  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL CENTER 
DALLAS, TX  
 
ZHANG, HONGYUAN, PH.D.  
SENIOR BIOSTATISTICIAN 
VA COOPERATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM  
COORDINATOR CENTER 
CONNECTICUT VA HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
WEST HAVEN, CT  
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ZHANG, WEI, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
CHICAGO, IL  
 
ZHAO, HENG, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSURGERY 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD, CA 
 
ZHOU, HONGXIA, PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
BURNETT SCHOOL OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
ORLANDO, FL  
 
ZHOU, HUIPING ROSE, PH.D. 
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY 
VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
RICHMOND VA MEDICAL CENTER 
RICHMOND, VA 
 
ZHOU, WEI, PH.D.  
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 
EMORY UNIVERSITY 
ATLANTA, GA 
 
ZHU, HAINING, PH.D.  
PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR & CELLULAR BIOCHEMISTRY 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 
RESEARCH SCIENTIST 
LEXINGTON VA MEDICAL CENTER 
LEXINGTON, KY  
 
ZMUDA, JOSEPH M., PH.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF EPIDEMINOLOGY 
AND HUMAN GENETICS 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 
PITTSBURGH, PA 
 
 
 
 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD THE LOCAL  

RESEARCH OFFICE OR THE PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 

MAKE DIRECT CONTACT WITH ANY MERIT REVIEW  

SUBCOMMITTEE PARTICIPANT REGARDING THE REVIEW  

OF MERIT REVIEW APPLICATIONS. 


