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Why this research is important:
Current ankle-foot prostheses are designed primarily for walking
and are not ideal for standing stability.

Summary:

TheVAMADE Program has developed a prostheticankle-foot system
that has separate modes for standing and walking. Using sensors,
the system can detect when the user is standing or walking. Then,
the prosthesis automatically responds by becoming more stable or
flexible. The VA MADE Program is collaborating with a United States
company to commercialize this technology.

How the research will improve Veterans'lives:

Thisnew prosthesiswillimprovethebalanceandbalanceconfidence
of Veterans with lower-limb amputations, leading to increased
participationinsocialactivities,reductionsinfalls,andimprovements
in the quality of life for Veterans with lower-limb amputations.

Dr. Andrew Hansen

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration
Office of Research & Development

== DISCOVERY === INNOVATION -==~ADVANCEMENT ==-=DISCOVERY ==~INNOVATION ==-ADVANCEMENT ===





