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Talk to Your Local VA Research Office
Connect with your ACOS/R and admin staff to  
understand local requirements.

Review the NOSIs
Look for Notices of Special Interest that match your  
research focus. 

Follow the RFA
Understand what’s required in your application.  
Start with a pre-application if applicable.

Submit Through Your Local Office
Work with your site’s research staff to finalize and  
submit your documents.

Scientific Review of Your application
Your application is reviewed by a Scientific Review  
Group under ISRM.

Portfolio Director Review
The Portfolio Director makes the final funding decision 
based on scores and priorities.

Regulatory Review
Complete IRB/IACUC reviews and other approvals  
via VAIRRS.

Report & Share Results
Submit a final RPPR, publish findings, and report  
to PubTracker.

VHAISRM@va.gov
Go to www.vhaisrm.gov for policy questions.
Go to your local SPM for hands-on support.

How to Apply for  
VA Research Funding

A Plain-Language Guide to the ISRM’s Process 

http://www.vhaisrm.gov

